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ADVERTISEMENT. ^ 



AS it may probably have been expeSled 
that this worky like the account (j/"The 
Prefent State of Mulic in France and 
Italy, Jhould have been comprifed in one vo- 
lume, it may be necejfary to account for its 
having /welled into two. As the author, 
proceeded in arranging his materiali^ h§Jbon 
found that one volume would not contain 
thofe which related nterely to mufic^ without 
fuch retrenchments^ or comprejion^ as would 
jiMf fubjeSl him to cenfure^ either fgr to^ . 
talfy negleStingy or, too Jlightly mentioning 
fever al perfons and t kings y which merit par- 
ticular attention. It was y thereforcy theopi^ 
nion offeveral of his friends^ whofe judgment 
he has reafon to reJpeSly that by intermixing - 
with his account of miijic and inuficianSy a 
few mifcellaneous memorandums^ he would 
conned thefeveralparts ofhisnarrative^andi 
by rendering the whole a more uniform fries y 
carry his reader with him wherever he went, ^ 
This indeed a little breaks into his origin 
nal defgn of confining his remarks wholly 
to mufical matters. However y to give the 
Prefent State, of Mufic, in the fever al 
countries through which he travelled^ is fill 
. the obje3 of this publication^ as to acquire 
materials for the Hiftory of its Paft Stale 
was that of his voyajre^ 
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BOHEMIA. 

MY journey through this countiy> 
was one of the mod fatiguing 
I ever took in my life ; for 
though the road, in general, is very 
good, for a German road, yiet my want 
of time, which obliged me to travel 
iiight and day ; the exceffive heat and 
told of the weather, occaiioned by the 
prefence and abfence of the fun ; toge- 
ther with bad horfes, and diabolical 
Vol. II. B vagon% 
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wagons, iifoi-a^ chaifcs^ cxhauilcd bodi 
myApintSi and. my patience. 

The country is flat, naked^ and dif* 
agreeable to the.eye» for the moft partj, 
all the way through Auftria, Moravia, 
ft^d'Poji^ittia,;is f* a$.Pragug, tfee &tu^ 
tion and environs of which are very beau- 
tiful. 

The dearnefs and fcarcity of provifions, 
of All-kinds, ©a>this-road, wer^ now ex- 
cefTive ; and the half-ftarved people, juft 
recovered from malignant fevers, little 
lefs contagious than-^the plague, oecafion- 
ed by bad food, and by no food at all, 
'ciflferi^d'to view the moft meltectqly.fjjec- 
tacles I ever 

Nb rcfrefliments of any kind were to 
l&e found, till I irrivcd at Colin, a village 
'Rendered famo^is, by the battle fought 
^ear it in the laft war ; here a pigeon, 
apd h^ilf a pint oi miferablc fouj: wine, 
coft nae thre9^or four ftiillings ; till now 
^ 5^i^4. fu,bfift^d OA bjread and watpr, ex- 

• ccpt 
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cept one pint of milk, which I obtained 
with difficulty, and which coft me four- 
tt^ji. creuzers, about . fcycn-pcncc Eng- 
liH)., 

I. had frequently been tclJ, that the 
Bohemians were the mod mufical people 
of Germany, or, perhaps, of all Europe ; 
and m eijuinent German compof^r,. now 
in Loi^d^n, had- declared to mc, that if 
t]^ey enjoyed the, fatQ|i6 advantages 'a$ the 
Italians, they would excel them. 

.1 n^ver could fuppofe effe^ -without 
a caufci, nature, though often partial to 
individuals, in her diitributian of geuius 
and talents, is never fo to a whole peo- 
ple. Climate contributes gr^tly to the 
forming of cuAoms and manners > gnd, 
it is, I believe, certain, that thofe who 
inhabit hot climates, are more delighted 
with U)ufic than thofe of cold, ones ; 
perhaps, from the auditory nerves being 
mofe irritable in the one thaa in the 
other.: but I could, by no means, ac- 
count for climate operating more 'in fa- 

B 2 vour 
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vour of muiic upon the Bohemians^ thaa 
on their neighbours, the Saxons and Mo- 
ravians. 

I croffed the whole kingdom of Bo- 
hemia, from fouth to north ; and being 
very affiduous in my enquiries, how 
the common people learned mufic^ I 
found out at length, that, not only in 
every large town, but in all villages, 
where there is a reading and writing 
fchool, children of both fcxes are taught 
mufic. 

At Teuchenbrod., Janich, Czas- 
lau, Bomischbrod, and other places, 
I vifited thefe fchools ; and at Czaflau, 
in particular, within a poft of Colin, I 
caught them in the faft. 

The organift and cantor, M. Johann 
Dulfick, and the firft violin of the parifli 
church, M. Martin Kruch, who are like- 
wife the two fchool-mafters, gave mc 
all the fatisfadion I required. I went 
into the fchool, which was full of little 
children of both fexeSj from fix to ten 

or 
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or eleven years old, who were reading, 
writing, playing on violins, hautbois, 
baiToons, and other inftruments. The 
organift had in a foiall room of his houfe 
four clavichords, with little boys prac« 
tifing on them all : his fon of nine years 
old, was a very good performer. 

After thisj he attended me to the 
church, which is but a fmali one, and 
played an admirable voluntary on the 
organ, which is likewiie but fmall, 
though well - toned 5 its conipafs was 
from C to and there were no reed 
ftops; but it had pedals, and an even 
good chorus. He played an extempore 
fugue^ upon a new, and pleafing fubjed:, 
. in a very maAerly manner ; and I think 
him one of the beft performers on the 
organ, which I heard throughout my jour- 
ney. He complained of lois of hand, for 
want of pradice, and faid, that he had 
too many learners to inftrudt, i|i the 
firft rudiments, to be allowed leifure for 
fiudy, and that he had his houfe not only 

B 3 fuH 
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full of other people's children^ but. bis, 
own; 

Chill penary reprefTed h.is noble rage . 

\^bich is the cafe of a;iany a muficianj,^ 
whoXe mind and talents are fupefipr to 
fuch drudgery ! y&t» thus circum^^ncedf ; 
there is no alternative^ but ajaiL- 

P R A .G U E. 

This city is extrenaely beautiful, whea 
feen at a diftance. It is fitoated on two. 
qr three hills, and ha$ the river lyiulda 
running through the middle of it. It is. 

divided iAito three different quarters, or 

difl:ri£ts, which are di(lingui£bed by the 
names of Silt (5tat)t( ^tWt iptabt/ and 
;^lcine ^tabO Town, New Town, 

and Little Town;, the Kleine Stadt is 
the moft modern, and the bed built gf 
the three. The houfes are all of white 

• • ■ 

ilone, or ftuQco, ip imitation of it« and 
all^uniform.in fizie an^ Pplour.. The hill 
pf St. Laureflce, , ^e.^i^bpfl: Jibout the 

. ; town 
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town, commands a prdfpeft, not only 
of the whole city, but of all the adjacent 
country : the declivity of this hill is co- - 
vered with wood, confifling chiefly of 
'fruit-trees, and vineyards. A great part 
of the town is new, as fcarce a fingle 
building efcaped the Pruffian batteries, 
and bombardment during the blockade, 
in the laft war. A few churches aad 
palaces only, that were ftrongly built, 
and of Ufs combuflfible materials than 
the reft, were proof againft their fury ^ 
and in the walls of thefe, are ftill flick- 
ing innumerable cannon balls, and bombs, 
particularly, in the fuperb palace of count 
Czernint and in the Capuchin's church. 
This -palace, which is of the Ionic order, 
and built of white ftonc, has thirty wiri-* 
dows in front ; the chapel, at the Capu- 
chins, is an exadt bopy, in ftoiie,. of that 
at Loretto, in marble. . 

The inhabitants are ftill at work 
throughout the city, in repairing ttie 
1?r^sifii devaftations, particularly at the 

B 4 cathe** 
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. Odthedf al and inap^rial palace, which were 
both almoft entirely demolifliedj thefc 
are fitqated on a high hill, facing that of 
St. Laurence, The organ of the cathe- 
dral, vvrhich, as well as the building, has 
\>ec^ newly conftrijacd, fincc the laft 
war, is very large, and £nely toned i it 
was -well played on duriqg the mgrning 
fcrvicc, though the principal organift, 
M. Wolf, was ill in bed of a fever. I 
went to his houfe, in order, if he had 
teen well enough, to have converfed 
with hiqi concerning the prcfent ftatc pf 
inufic at Prague j but the meflenger I 
fent in before ipc, in order to negotiate 
the vifit, return^ quite- pale with fear, 
telling , me, that it would be very dan- 
' gcrous for me to enter the houfe, as 
Wolf was ill of (he malignaQt ^d coa- 
.^agious fever, which had lately xaged 
with fb much violence, and fwept o^ 
fuch a nuipb^r of the inhabitants 9f this 

M. Wolf, 
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M* Wolf, who is efteemed oae of th<s 
beft organifls in Germany^ is called otU 
@(^l0g OvSamf?en/Or organift of the cat 
tie ; for the cathedral of Prague is built 
within the cafUe or royal palace walls, of 
which it makes a part. 

There are three large colleges of Jcfuits 
dn Prague ; that of St. Nicholas has a very 
beautiful church, in which the organ is 
divided into two parts, placed one on 
each fide the gallery ; and the keys, with 
* a pofuifi or foiall choir organ^ are in tho 
middle, but placed fo low, as to leave the 
weft window clear : inftead of wood, the 
frame-work, pillars, bafe, and orna- 
ments of this inftrument, in front, are 
of white marble ; the organ and church 
feem quite new. I never faw a more 
rich or noble front to an organ than this; 
it was conftrudled by one of the Jcfuits, 
apd is well-toned i but has a very heavy 
touch. 

An itinerant band of ftreet-muficians 
came to falute me at the inn, the 
|^|:tl; C>r Unicorn^ during dinuer jj they 

played 
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played upon the harp, violin, and horn, 
fcveril minuet* and Polonifcs,' which 
were, in themfelves very pretty, though 
their performance of them added no- 
thing to the beauty of fhe compofitiohs j 
and it will, perhaps, . appear ftrange to 
feme, that this capital of fo mufical a 
kingdom, in which the genius of each 
inhabitant has a fair trial, ihould not 
more abound with great muficians- Jt 
is not however, difficult to account for 
this, if we refied, that mufic is one of 
the arts of peace, leifure, and abundance ; 
and if, according to M, Roufleau, arts 
have flourifhed mod in the moft corrupt 
times, thofe times mud, at leafl, have 
been profperous and tranquil. Now, the 
Bohemians are never tranquil long toge- 
ther ; and even in the {hoti intervals of 
peace, their firft nobility are attached to the 
court of Vienna, and feldom refide ia 
their own capital ; fo ^diat^^thpfe among 
the poorer fort, who are taught niufic 
their infancy, have po encouragement to 

pur^ 
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putfue it In riper years, and feldom ad- 
vance further than to <j[ualify theoiielves 
for the ftreet, or for fervitude. 

Indeed many of thofe who learn muiic 
at fchool go afterwards to the plough, 
and to other iahorious employments ; and 
then their knowledge of mufic turns to 
no other account, than to enable them 
to fing in their pajiih- church, and as an 
innocent domeftic recreation, which are, 
perhaps, among the bed and moft unex- 
ceptionable purpofes that muiic can be ap- « 
plied to. 

It has been faid by travellers * 5 
that the Bohemian nobility keep muii-. 
cians in their houfes ; but, in keeping 
fervants, it is impoflible to be otherwife, 
as all the children of the peafants and 
trades-people, in every town and village 
throughout the kingdom of Bohemia are 
taught muiic at the conimon reading 
fchools, except in Prague, where, indeed 

• Nugent's Grand Tour, vol. ii. 

it 



it is no part of fchool-learning ; the 
muficians being brought thither fjrotn 
the country. 

In thefe common country fchools now 
and t^ien a great genius appears, as was 
the cafe at Teuchenbrod^ the birth'-place 
of the famous Stamitz. His father 
was cantor of the church in that 
town } and Stamitz, who was afterwards 
fo eminent, both as a compofer andper« 
former, wa^ brought up in the common 
fchool, among children of common ta-^ 
lents, who lived and died unnoticed ; 
but be, like another Shakeipeare, broke 
through all difficulties and difcourage- 
nlents ; and, as the eye of one pervaded 
all nature, the other, without quitting 
nature^ pufhed art further than any onQ 
had done before him ^ his genius was 
truly orginal, bold, and nervous ; in- 
vention, fire, and contraft, in the quick 
movements ; a tender, graceful, and in- 
finuatiag melody, in the flow ; together 

, with 
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with the ingenuity and richnei^ of the 
accompaniments, charadterife his pro« 
dadiions ^ all replete with great eSe&s, 
produced by an enthuiiafm. of genius, 
refined, but not reprefled by cultivation. 

M. Seger, is org^niftrof the S^mf^htVtif 
or convent of the:Holy Crofs in Prague. 
I was defired by M. Gafman, to enquire 
lifter him^ as he is the beft player in 
this .d^ ; he fayqurjcd n^e with a long 
converfation, and I found him to be a 
rfenfible man, as well as an carccllent per- 
former. He remembcirs Tartiili, and 
Vandinl, at Prague, fifty years go ; and 
,feems well acquainted with the charader 
and .wodu of all the great muficians in 
Europe. , . 

Ht informed me, that at the convent 
jof the Holy Crofs, where he is organift, 
there are now three or four boys, brougiit 
thither from country fchools, who fing 
oioft admirably ; having good voices, 
and good ihakes, with good tafle and 
expreffion. I arrived at Prague one day 

too 
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too Iftte, for ^ great , mafical ptrfotm* 
aticc in the ehurch of this convent. 
. It^vra;^' wkhi mnd!^ difficulty that I ab"- 
quiried mformatioa ftotat the Boh!cntiaii 
.muiicians^ as even the German language 
19 of litde, iiib in^ tHftt kaft'gdbmf tlitotigh- 

r • ' 

out wbiah the^ Scteronianr dialed is gdne^ 
rally ufedl M'. Seger, indeed, fpoke Ita- 
lian,, and ^fy^bc^mtinf^yuW^r it 
mi £rdm hidi tlM-P obtaiiied Vid^^ 
iination of itiydifedveryi that not only in 
Bohemiay but in Moravia, Hungary, and 
fiart of Aiifltia, efiildi^n are taught tnii- 
iic at tbe Gommon' reading fchoolsf; ' The 
Bohemians are remarkably expert in the 
fufe ofrwind ictftrilnaeAt^i ill gefneriar;*but 
M. Seger fays, theinftrument upon which 
their performers are moft exccHfent, on 
die^ Saxon fide tiie kingdom, 1$ the hiut"- 
boifi i aud on that of Moravia, the tube, 
• or clarion.. 

TheccbbratedMifliwiceek v^S'brought 
up. al) a-, \uliage Ichool in' Bohemia, and 
- 8 aftcf- 
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dibsrwar-ds ftudied coimtdrpoint, .at Pra- 
gue, under M. Segcr. 

Thfi boft vkifiiv pkyiecB iiL thii^ ^tyv at 
pi«iieat^ are.M. JofephiSfifobacb, Joinao 
Gallj,. of ttie Amfchlpfs, and Wenzel 
Bfaopnor^ wfacD isr.anc'aodiBtrable .iblo 
flvyex^ The boi):,, andindaed^i'lbe only 
v4oloacello player in thk dxyy is M; 

ifetcst; and on -tiqB^haBtha&f Stidftiu a 
an eaccdlent pet&iimer; 
• Tfaer&^have been /operas here latp* 
ly ; however^. Qeniitin i ,aiid> 8davoaiai| 
plajrs are vptf formed t^094lai!(»:a wtek; 
wbicb ar£, . at prefent> ths only public 
exhibition&at^Ffaigue, of any kind« T|if 
iiobilitf' vese ixmr, ibr tbc;qi(iftipart»ibut 
o£tawn ; butini winter, thoy ane laid, to 
Jiajvcignctt oonqnti^ ftequandj* at .their 
iiotek* and palaoesi cfaififly peifornMd«b)r 
theinowndomefticri'and vati&ls^ who have 
'learned mufic at country fchools^ ' 

* ^ 

• • • • 
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1 quitted Prague, Thurfday mornings 
September 17th, after many delays and 
plagues, incident to f ravellerfi in A foreign 
country! among the reft, my good land« 
lord at the gin^ortl/ jnftigated the poft^ 
snafter's fervant to infift on my having an 
additional borfe to my poft wagon ; and 
threur all the difficulties in my way, he 
poffibly could^ ' in hopes of keeping she 
longer in his fpunging houfe. After thefe 
fquabbles were over, and T had run the 
gauntlet through the gates and barriers^ 
>yhere my baggage was narrowly ran- 
iacked, by cuftopi-houfe inquifitbrs, I 
g9t away about feven o'clock. 

The firft poft, to Sdieps, I travelled 
through a mountainous country, and cold 
thick fog; the fecond, to Weltrus* 
through a good road, . and. level, though 
naked country ; here the weather was 
again very hot. Sour milk, and black four 
bread, ^ontpet^tttcf were thusfar^ all the 
rcfrefhments that could be obtained. 

1 At 
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At BuDiN» the next ftage, I found st 
ihufic fchool ; and heard two of the poor 
boys perform in the ilreet, one on the 
harp, and the other on the triangles, to* 
lerably welK 

At LoBEscuuTz, two or three ft ages 
from the confines of Saxony, there 
is likewife another fchdol, with more 
than a hundred children, of both fexes, 
of which number all learn muiic who 
chofe it. I vifited the church, which is 
fmall iind neat, with a little plain orgail 
in it's here the children, vocally and 
inftrumentally, perform. I heard a con-^ 
fiderablc number of the bdys pradUf- 
ing on the fiddle, at fchooli but in a very 
coarfe manner. 

I hope I ihall be excufed, if I here relatd 
a few of the hardfhips which I underwent^ 
in the courfe of my journey through thefe 
parts of Germany ; as the account of theoi 
may put future travellers on their guard* 
or, at leaft, prevent furprize, under fimilaf 
circumftances. 

; Vol- 11. C . And 
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And firft, I inufl: inform them tli^t t 
did not meet with a chaife or carri^ge^ 
of any kind, that had a top» or coverings, 
to protedl paffengers from heat, cold^ 
wind, or rain, in my whole journey j 
and fo violent are the jolts, and fo hard 
are the feats of German poft-wagons, 
that a man is rather kicked than cariried 
from one place to another. Yet, for 
thefe wretched conveyances, when I tra- 
velled in them alone, extra- pojie, as it is 
called, it cofl me frcquentl)r at the rate 
of eighteen pence for each Englifh mile : 

« 

fo great is the niitnber of fees and taxes 

on this occafioh : ^ojlgelb/ SBageugcl&f 

SSaVVicrflelbf and ^rillfgeti); to hun- 
dreds, but particularly to the ©tallf UCC^f/ 
for getting ^fevfceilf horfes, ready in 
fomewhat Icfs than than three hours *. 

* For fuch of my readers as may be uhacqiiaint* 

ed with the language of their progenitors, the Saxons^ 
it may be neceiTary to tranllatc the names of the im- 
pods above mentioned, into their £ngliih equiva- 
IcntSj of hr/e'hirc, daife'hirti iUrnpikcsy pofiilion-^ 
! * • * ^greafng 
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But fuch as are provided with a 
cooifortable carriage, with beds,* pro- 
vifions, and a number of fervantSi and 
are fo indifferent about expence, that 
they calmly fubmit to all kinds of im- 
polition, as things of courfe, may be 
utterly ignorant of the iufierings of 
others who dread cxpencc ; and who are 
expofed to all the plagues of bad ve* 
hides, bad horfes, bad inns, and worf^ 
provifions, or who are unable to find ei- 
ther inns or proviiions of any kind. 

The excellent roads, inns, and carriages, 
throughout Great Britain, make an Eng- 
}ilhman very unfit to encounter fuch 
hardfhips ^ but indeed they exceed thofe 
of mod other countries in Europe fo 
much, that to travel with a Fittorino, a 
Procacdo, or a Corner through the 
worft Italian roads, is eafe and luxury, 

Xreajing wheels^ toll at thi gatesy on both fides each 
town, as welUs drini to the oftler, and a fvirarmof 
helpers, who, in removing baggage, ftca! cordage, 

ftraps, and every thing which they can carry glF un- 
ijiicovercd. 

C a com* 
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compared with what is fuifered ia Ger- 
many. 

At Lobefcbiitz, which -is fitu^ted oa 
the Elbe^ I quitted the chaife^ and hired 
a boat down that river to Drefden, ia 
order to efcape two or* three terrible 
poQs, and indeed poflilions, for every 
German ^C^lt^agCl* is fuch a friend to 
forgery, that I always wiihed to get out 
of his hands ; and, beiides perfonal fafety, 
the country is fo mountainous, and road 
fo full of holes, and great loofe ftones, 
that both carriage and baggage frequently 
fufFer. It was now fix o*clock in the 
evening, when I arrived at the water- 
fide ; I was much difturbed at feeing the 
boat, in which I was to perform the 
voyage ; it was long, narrow, and quite 
open at the top. There was ftraw to 
lye on, but nothing to cover me or my 
baggage in cafe of rain; at this time, 
indeed, the weather was hot, and I 
neftled into my ftraw, accommodating 
myfelf to my circumftances as well a$ 
I could. 
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The boat moved fo very flo^, there be- 
ing only one wraterman, that it frequently 
feemed to ftand ftill. The weather as yet 
continued calm, but as we proceeded 
lower down the river^ through an amaz- 
ingly wild and rocky country, there were 
frequent waterfalls that made a violent 
noife, and feemed very likely to overfet 
our little boat ; about midnight it grew 
totally dark, and began to rain : I pro- 
tected my head as well as I was able, 
vfiih 2i par apluye, or fmall umbrella, but 
was very wet elfewhere. 

The rain continued till day-break, 
after which, the wind got up, and be- 
came quite furious, juft in our teeth ; in 
this kind of hurricane, the boat could 
make no way. Diftrefs on diftrefs ! the 
farapluyjSt my only defence, was forced 
from my hands, in a violent guft of 
wind, and blown into the river, where 
it inftantly funk ; and we tried in vain, 
a confiderable time, to iifh it up : I was 
now wet, cold, hungry, and totally help- 
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lefs ; for the boatman himfelf was in 
. defpair of ever getting to Drefden during 
this ftorm ! 

At length, however, we reached K6- 
NiNGSTEiN, a village and caftle, on one 
of the higheft rocks in Europe ; this was 
but half way from Lobefchiitz to Dref- 
den. I fent my fervant and the boat-naan 
to try if they could procure a chaife, 
a cart, a wheelbarrow, or any thing, to 
carry me to Pirna, the firft poft-town^ - 
and after keeping me fliivering with cold 
and wet, more than an hour they re- 
turned with the news of having pro- 
cured a wagon. 

Here I got fome bread, which revived 
me a little, and enabled me to clamber 
up this terrible rock, on foot, to warm 
myfelf 5 which it did as efFedtually, be- 
fore I reached the fummit, as if I had 
had recourfe to a warm bed and fudo- 
rific. After this I had twelve Englifli 
miles to Pirna, through the moft ftony 
and jumbling road I ever travelled. 

At 
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At Pirn A, the place where the king of 

Pruflia took all the Saxon troops prifoners, 
at the beginning of the laft war, I wa» de- 
tained two hours before I could get horfes, 
for eadi of which, by a new regiment^ or 
regulation, I was obliged to pay a rixdollar, 
in (lead of a florin, the ufual price. 

At Koaingftein and Pirna, there are 
fchools for mufic, though both are in Saxo- 
ny. At Pirna, there is one for the children 
oiiicers, and one for thofe of the poorer 
fort, where they learn, as elfc where, mufic, 
with reading and writing. 

It would be tirefome to the reader were 
I minutely to defcribe all the mufic- fchools 
which I entered in my way through Au- 
ilria, Moravia, Bohemia, and Saxony. | 
fliall only fay, that in general, theperform- 
ahce of the fcholars in them was rude and 
coarfe, and that perfection feems never 
aimed at amongft them. MetaftaCo is gf 
opinion, that the children learn fo ill in 
ihefe fchools, as to be ever afterwards iii- 
jporrigible ; indeed, moft of them are in- 

C 4 tende4 
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tencied for fervants^ and mean employ-v 
ments and aa* in many parts of Bohemia 
|tnd Saxony, the Gothic power over vaflals 
AUl Aibiifls, tbefe people have feldom any 
ambition to excel iq myiic, as they have 
po ppportUBities of mending their condi- 
tion by it ; DOW and then, indeed, a maQ 
of genius among them, becomes an ad- 
mirable mufician, whether he will or 
^o^ but, when that happens, he generally 
yuns away, and fettles in feme other 
f:ountry, wjicre he can enjoy the fruit of 
his talents* 

Upon the whple, however, thefe fchoola 
,c:Iearly prove that it is not from a partia-r 
Ijty in nature that Bohemia abounds fo 
9iuch with muficians 5 for cultivation 
contributes greatly towards rendering the 
love and l^nowledge of muiic general ia 
this country : and the Bohemians may as 
well be palled a learned people becaufe 
they can read, aj» fuperioi: muiicians be-*: 
caufe they can play upon inftruments, 
|inc9 t|^e A^^^y of both are e(|ually:madQ 

^ ' by 
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by them eflential parts of common eda« 
cation. 

The road from Pirna to Drcfden is 
good; the country on the left hand is 
£at» naked, and unpleafant to the eye, 
when the grain is off the ground j but 
on the right, the bills, covered with vines 
and houfes, all along the banks of the 
Elbe, are delightful. 

D R E S D E N. 

• 

The approach to this city through the 
Eledor's Gardens, by a beautiful Chateau^ 
or Villa, and pavilions, in a vxry good tafte, 
is extremely ftriking; but the city itfelf 
has fuffered fo much in the laft war, that it 
is difficult for a ftranger to imagine him- 
fclf near the celebrated capital of Saxony, 
even^ when he fees it from the mofl: 
favourable eminence in the neighbour«i 
hood, fo few of it's once many claud- 
capt to\^ers are left ftanding; only 
two or thr^e rem«^in iatire, of all the 

ftately 
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IJately edifices which formerly eqibel- 
lilhed this city : fo that here, as well as ^ 
Prague^ the inhabitants are ftill repairing 
the ravages of the Pruiiians of wlaom it 
is remarkable, that though during the 
laft war, they ruined, many a, noble city, 
jbey never took ope by a regular fiege. 
• Th?y ^FJ^ poUeflioa of Drefdpn 
three years: it wa^' taken from them 
during the abfence of the king of Pruffia^ 
by the prince oi Deux-ponts, vyho com- 
manded the army of the empire. In 
i^6o« that monarch inv^ilcd it again^ 
and did incredible damage by his batr- 
teries, and bombardments, till it was 
relieved by general Lacy, * ♦ 

The river Elbe divides the city into 
tvsK) parts, which are called the Old and 
New Townj tbefe have a communication 
by one of the fineft bridges in Europe, 
built of white ftone, and confining of 
eighteen arches ; it is ^[40 feet long, an4 
^6 broad, There is a rule obferved in 
paging this bridge, worthy qf imit^tiqn j; 

one 

7. 
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one fide being appropriated to the ufe of 
thofe who are going to the Old Town^ 
and the other to thofe who are going to 
the New ; fo ifaat each pafleoger moves 
without interruption^ and has his right 
hand conftantly next the parapet walL 

The firft thing I did» after my arrival^ 
was to wait on Mr. Oiborn> our miniHer 
at this court, who received me fo well» 
and honoured me with fo many kind of- 
£ces^ and marks of regard^ during my 
reiidence at Drefden, that, to forget or 
conceal them, would be the higheft in* 
gratitude. 

He was no fooner informed of my 
mufical curiofity, than he made me ac- 
quainted with Signer Bezozzi, the ce- 
lebrated hautbois player, in the fervice 
of this court ; and, upon converfing with 
this able performer, I found that he was 
not only poiTefTed of an excellent under- 
Aanding, but that he had thought more 
profoundly concerning the theory of his 
art, than mod pradical muficians with 

whom 



f 28 ] 

whatn I had convcrfed, who had devoN 
cd fo much time to any one iftftnimenf, 
, as he muft have beftowed upon the haul- 
hois, in order to Acquire that high degree 
of perfc<aion upon it, to which he ha^ at* 
tained. The father of fignor Bezozzi, who 
is ftill living, and in the fervice of the 
elcdlor of Saxony, is brother to the fa* 
juous Bezozzis of Turin, - ' : 

Mr. Ofborn was fo kind, during this 
interview with Signor Bezozzi, as to de- 
fire him to collect together in a few days 
the beft band of mufical performers which 
Drefden could furni(h, in order to af« 
ford me an opportunity of hearing, in a 
concert at his houfe, whatever that city 
could furniih moil perfeft in practical 
muiic. 

The day after my arrival, Mr. Ofborn did 
me the honour of carrying me to dine 
with feveral of the foreign minifters, at 
the houfe of Dr. Bayley, a worthy Eng- 
li(h phyfician, no lefs remarkable for 
|kiU in his profefiion^ than for hofpita* 

lity : 



[ 29 J 

lity: and in the evening to the prime 
minifter, count Sachen, who occupies the 
iirft floor of the late count Bruhl's palace, 
qi which his eldeft fon, the Staroft, has 
only the fecond. Here we ftaid till the 
Eledoral family arrived from the coua- 
try> to go to the opera. * 
. It was only a burletta, that was re- 
prefented to-night in the little theatre, 
which is ffnall, but neat; it has four 
rovys of boxes, nineteen in each. U Amort 
intmente was the name of the piece, of 
j(yhich Siguor Salieri was the compofer* 
The mufic was as innocent of defign, as 
the drama and performance : nothing ia 
the kail feducing or ioiiammatory was 
to be heard or feen j but all was tran- 
quil, unmeaning, and as truly ibporific 
as a nurfe's lullaby « 

The beft finger in this pjacid paftoral, 
was Signora Calori, who, twelve or four- 
teen years ago, when in England, wanted 
only fpirit to make her an excellent 
performer; for then her voice, ihake, 

and 
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ktid cj^eciitionj Vftre goodi ber p^iCoh 
ekgantj and features regular } h\it n.ow^ 
ibme of thefe particulars being rather im- 
paired by time, her performance pailed 
as unnoticed as that of the rell, which 
tvas Inlipid to a very tirefome degree. 

i muft, however, mehtion, that in the 
fecond ad: of this opera, Signora Calori 
fung ^ long bravura fong, accompanied 
on the violin* obligator by M. Hunt, the 
principal violinift of this place, in which 
both thefe perforiiiers executed many 
great difficulties With little efied. He 
has indeed a very ftrong hand, and clear 
tone ; but neither bis taifte iior expreflioh 
are of the moft delicate or touching 
kind. 

Sunday, 20th September. I went this 

morning to the Frauen Kirche^ or great 
Lutheran church of our Lady, placed on 
the fide of a fpacious fquare ; it is a verjr 
noble and elegant building, of white 
ilone, with a high dome in the middle 1 
this church is fquare without^ but formn 

ed 
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fed into an amphitheatre within. There 
is a projedion for the comnlunion table, 
over which is placed a mod magnificent 
organ. This is the only inftance I can 
tecolledl, of an organ being placed at the 
eafltxi^ of a church. I had hitherto only 
fcen it at the weft window, at the weft 
end of the choir, or on one fide. 

The finging here, with fo fine an in- 
rtrument, has a very ftriking effect. The 
whole congregation, confifting of near 
three thoufand perfons, fing in unifon, 
melodies almoft as flow as thofe ufed in 
our pari(h churches ; but the people 
being better muficians here than with 
us, and accuftomed from their infancy 
td fing the chief part of the fervice, were 
better in tune, and formed one of the 
grandeft chorufles I ever heard. 

The building is very high and fpacious, 
and there are four galleries in elegant 
forms, one over the other, betweea 

f 

the columns : the feats below are circu- 
lar, and all facing the organ and com- 
munion 



munion table I upon the whde» this^was 
one of the moft decent and refpedable 
congregations which I had ever feen. 

The King of Pruffia, in his laft bom- 
bardment of Drefden, tried every means 
in his power to beat this churbh, as well 
as the other public buildings^ about the 
ears of the inhabitants^ but in vain, for 
the orbicular .form of the dome threw 
off the balls and (hells, and totally pro- 
vented their effedt ; however, he fiuc- 
ceeded better in five or fix other churches, 
which be totally demolifhed. This of 
our Lady conftitutes the great feature of 
the city, like St. Peter's at Rome, and 
St* Paul's in London. 

When I quitted this church, I ftepped 
into the Eledor's chapel, which is a new, 
large, and elegant building, adorned with 
feveral capital paintings, by Mengs, and 
Battoni. I was too late to hear the or- 
gan, or any thing but the ordinary ritod 
of the Romifli church *, 

* The court is of a difitrent religion froiA the 
people, who are Lutherans* 
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At noon Mr. Ofcorn carried me to 
court, where, after waiting about an 
hour, in the drawing-room, among the 
^mbaiTadors and great officers of itate, 
for the arrival of the Elector, I had 
the honour of being prefented to his 
highnefs as foon as he entered : he was 
pleafed to enquire, from whence I 
" came laft ?" I anfwered, from Vienna; 
bat Mr. Ofborn informed his highnefs, 

that I had been at Munich, and had had 

the honour of being prefented to the Elec- 

trefs dowager, his mother, and added 
fooiething concerning my mufical en- 
quiries ; this feemed to awaken curiofity. 
You love mufic Yes Sir/* Have 
you been in Italy ?'* and upon my an- . 
fwering in the affirmative, his Elcdordl 
highnefs appeared to be pleafed, and de- 
iirous of entering into a more particular 
converfation ; but, throwing his eyes a- 
round, and feeing the foreign minifters, 
officers of ftate, and a number, of ftran- 
^ers, and people of condition eager for 
Vol,. II. D notice> 
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notice, and expeding their fharc of his 
attention, he turned about, and fpoke two 
or three words to prince Belofelfky, the 
RufGan miniftcr ; then one or two to the 
Pruflian and Auflrian minifters, after 
which he retired. 

His Eledloral highnefs was born 1750, 
and fucceeded to the electorate, upon the 
death of his father, in 1763 ; he is of a 
referved difpofition. Naumann, his maef" 
tro di capclla, and Gafman, had informed 
me, that his highnefs was fo good a mu- 
fician as to accompany readily, and in 
a maflerly manner, on the harpfichord, 
at fights but was fo fliy of playing be- 
fore company, that even the Eledirefs, his 
confort, had hardly ever heard him. His 
favourite amufement is dancing, and, to 
oblige him, his fubjeds and courtiers are 
dancing for ever. 

When the Eledor quitted the draw- 
ing-room, every one haftened up another 
pair of flairs, to the apartment of the 
Eledrefs. I had the honour of being 

pre^ 
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prefented to her highnefsi as ihe paiied 
by, in her way to dinner ; flie was a prin- 
tcCs Palatine of Deuxponts, and born in 
1752; ihe is tall and thin, of a frefh 
roly complexion, and has ftrong indica- 
tions of good humour in her counte- 
nance. 

After dinner, Mr* Olborn honoured 
me fo far as to carry me with him In a 
round of vifits to all the foreign mini* 
fters, and to the houfes of feveral other 
perfons of diftindtion. 

There was at this time in Drefden, 
an Englifhman, Mr. Tunnerftick, who 
was born at Pool, in Dorfetfhire, but 
brought up in France, and who, laft 
fummer, in feveral parts of Germany, 
had undertaken to perform a very curious 
experiment : it was no Icfs, than to drive 
a nail through the brain of a horfe, by 
which he would be, to all appearance, 
dead ; but, after extrading the nail, and 
pouring into the wound a chymical liquor 
prepared by himfelf .for that purpofe, 

D 2 the 



the hotk in five or fix minutes timCi was 
to recover fufficiently to carry any one of 
the fpedators. 

Mr. Tunnerftick was at Vienna at the 
fame time as myfelf, and performed be- 
fore thoufands of fpedators 3 but the ac- 
count of the operation feemed to me fo 
extraordinary, that imagining there was 
fome quackery or deception in it, I 
would not make one of the number* 
However, upon my arrival at Drefden, 
. I found that he had repeatedly performed 
the feme thing thercj before phyficians^ 
anatomifts, and the whole court; ^one of 
the horfes that had undergone this Angu- 
lar operation, and was recovered, had been 
killed by command of the Eledlor, in 
' order, by difledlion to afcertain the fadV, 
whether the nail had really penetrated 
the brain ;,and it was allowed by all the 
phyficians and furgeons of the place, to 
have pafled through the moft dangerous 
part of it. Another horfe that had been 
ad'qjfmated in the fame barbarous man- 
ner. 
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ner, at the fame time and place, was re- 
covered, and continued perfedlly well, 
when I left Drefden. 

The Elcdlor wifliing to have this medi- 
cine turned to fome ufeful account, and 
not merely employed in healing wounds 
made through wanton cruelty, had aiked 
this equeftrian operator, whether it would 
be equally efficacious if applied to frefli 
wounds in other parts of the body ? Dr. 

Tunnerftick anfwered in the affirmative ; 
• 

but afterwards, pretending to take ofFence 
at fome doubts, that had been expreifed, 

concernins; the fuccefs of this fccond ex- 

• • • 

periment, evaded making it, and went 
away in a pet. 

In the evening I was again carried to 
court, where the Eledloral family, with 
their principal attendants were at cards. 
I here had the honour of being prefented 
to the Eleftor's three brothers ; prince 
jCharles Maximilian, prefumptive heir 
to the Eledorate, born in 1752; prince 
Anthony Clement, born iii 1755* in- 

p ^ $cndc4 
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tended for the church ; and prince Maxi- 
milian Emanuel, born in 1759. The 
eldeft of thefe princes has the misfortune 
to be fo lame> that he is obliged to 
wheel himfelf about in a chair ; having 
not only loft the ufe, but almoft the 
appearance of his legs ; he feems, how- 
ever, very intelligent and curious in con- 
verfation. The other two are far from 
robuft. * 

The next day I was prefentcd to the 
two princeffes, fitters of the Eledor; 
the eldeft, though but fifteen, is formed, 
and pcrfedtly well-bred ; fl)e honoured 
me fo far as to fpeak a confiderable titne 
to me concerning the Eledtrefs dowager, 
her mother, whom Mr. Ofborn had 
told her, I had feen frequently at Mu- 
nich. The youngeft filter, about twelve 
yea^s of age, is very pretty, and has a 
fharp and intelligent countenance 5 fhc 
. fpoke'but little, however that little was 
pertinent and obliging. 

Drcf- 

* . 
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Drefden iliil affords . matter of ^feat 
amufement to the eye of a flranger, 
though much lef& to tlie ear, than for- 
merly. If I quit my mufical remarks 
for a moment, ia order .tp give the reader 
an idea of the contents of the Eledor's 
celebrated picture gallery, J hope.I: fliaU 
be pardoned i as tb^ catalogue is but in 
few hands, and the coHe<3:ion is, with- 
put doubt, ; the iird, and iQoft CQnfider- 
able in Europe, both fpr the number 
and excellence of tlije paintings it con- 
tains^. . ') -J' » 
- The .c^Ueijtion.^w^s,. begun, by. A.Ur 
guftus II..b[Ut w^s .greatly augmented^by 
his fupccffor, ^Auguftus^ .the HI. .who, 

\7A6^ puri:hafcd,; for fixty thQ^6nd 
poundf,^th,Q whole^galjpry of the duke of 
Modena, in which wer^^l the paintings 
of Correggio, as- w?ll;4s xjaoft of .thpfe-by 

♦ The collecSfcion of prinb, commonly called, 
the Drcfden gallery, was never finifhed, and only 
cpntains engravings from a fmail number of thefe 

D 4 Anni* 
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Annibal Carrach, which enrich the pre* 
fent coUe^ion ; and^ iti 1748, he added 

to it the imperial gallery of Prague, which 

» ... . , 

he purchafed of the Efhprefs queen; this 
collcdion he acquired at a very eafy rate, 
having had fixty- eight capital pictures 
of eminent matters for fixty thoufand 
florins, which is le& than fix thoufand 
pounds fterling : but, even iince that 
time, the colledion has been augmented 
by fuch a nulnbei: of different ptirchafes, 
that many hundred excellent pidiures are 
placed againft the wainfcot of the gaU 
, lery three or four deep, for want of 
room to hang them up ; and though the 
printed catalogue makes the outward 
gdil'cry contain only eight hundred and 
thirty, and the interior three hundred 
and fifty-feven, I was affured by the Cice- 
rone, or Interpreter, that the Elisftor 
. was in pofleffion of two thouland origin' 
oal paintings, ^nd (wo thoufand £pur 
hun4red copies. 
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Ip the cabinet of crayon paintings, 
^here are no lefs than z hupdred and 
fifty-feven portraits by Rofalbay among 
which is that of Fauftina, when young, 
and in the fervice of this court. She wa^ 
very handfome when this was painted, 
or was very much flattered; there is 
likewife in this cabiiYet, a portrait, in 
crayons, by Mengs, of Mingotti, when 
* young, with a mufic paper in her hand i 
and if the refemblance was exad, ihe 
was then nearer a beauty, than it is now 
eafy to imagine her ever to have been ^ 
(he is here painted in youth, plumpnels, 
and with a very expreffive countenance. 

There are only two Raphaels, in this 
immcnfecolledion j the St. George is the 
beft 5 the other, an afcenfion of the Vir- 
gin, with the Bambino in her arms, and 
pope Sextus Quintus and St. Barb, in the aft 
of adoration^ has fufFered greatly in the 
colouring ; the heads, however, are 
charming. There is not one piece by 
Domcnichini in the gallery, though 

there 
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there are eleven capital works by Guidon 
^kven by Albano, twelve by Guercino, 
fcventecn by Paul Veronefe, ten by Anni- 
bal Caracci, feventeen by Vandyke, 
four by Parmegiano> thirteen by Nic. 
Pouffin* eleven by Spagnoleti^. thirty- 
nine by .Rubens, and fifteen by Titi^n^ . 
with three by Leonardo da Vinci. 

But the moft precious pieces of , this 
coille(^ioo, are the Correggios, of v\^hich 
charming painter, there are fix capita.1 

FitA. Virgin fitting on a throne, 
with Jefus on her knee ; fhe is furround- 
cd'by St* John the Baptift, St, Cathe- 
lioe, St.. .Anthony qf F^dua, and St^ 
Francis d'Affi.fi, all as big as the life;, this 
is in his., iiril manner ; he has written 
his nao3:e on it the cdaaring is lefs 
bright than in his fucceeding works 
but the elegance and grace of the figures 
are very Ilriking. 

Second.. The 5/. George^ exquifite in 
colouring and keeping. 

Third 
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Third. The Magdalen^ which is bcau- 
tiful and delicate beyond d^fcription. 

Fourth. The Nativity^ kaown by the 
n^.me . gf the Ntght-piec^ of Cgrreggio j 
all the light comes from the child ; it is 
the moft perfed: of his works* The 
King of PfulSa flopped half an hour to 
admire it, when he firfl: entered Dref- 
den. The Eledlrefs Queen offered it to 
him^ but he declined taking it ; bow- 
ever, he had a fine copy made of it by 
Dietricbt at a very high price, 

J'^ifth. The St. Sebajiian^ a large aod 
capital pifiure, in whicjb the Virgin and 
Child are in glory, furroundcd by a choir 
gf angels : below aj;e Sr. Sebaftian, St« 
Ceminiano, and other figures. . 

Sixth, h. Portrait of .Corregio's phy- 
fician *f and fuppofed to be the only por- 
trait that he ever painted. 

There are in the cabinet, copies of the 
capital piftures of Raphael and Correggio, 
ia water colours, and in enamel-, un- 
<;ommonly large, by Mengs, father, fon, 

and 
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and daughter, which are delicious. To 
examine and defcribe this vaft colledlion, 
minutely, would require ten years, and 
ten folios. 

I had the honour of dining, to-day, 
with a large company, at Mr. Ofborn's. 
After dinner, Signor Bezozzi, and a 
band of muficians, which he had pro- 
vided, were ready to begin a concert in 
a different part of the houfc from that 
where the company had dined. During 
the performance, all the foreign minifters 
came in and out, and, at times, the rooms 
were full of the firft people in Drefden. 
' The concert was opened by a lym- 
phbny of Hafle ; after which, a folo on 
the violin by M. Hunt, who, as was be- 
fore obferved, has a clear tone, and ftrong 
hand ; but he wants high finifliing, and 
plainly difcovered that he was not much 
accuftomed to folo playing; the mufic 
which he performed was by Tartini. 

The next piece was a German flute; 
concerto, played by M. Gotfel. I did 

not 
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not much like the compoIitioo» there 
was noife in the choruffes, and, in the folu 
parts, there were repetitions of old and com- 
mon paiTages i but it was not compofed 
by the performer, who manifefted, in the 
courfe of it, great execution, a clear and 
fwect tone, always even,, and pcrfedly 
in tune 5 though not fo full above the 
middle D as below it. 

After this, Signor Bezozzi played an 
extremely difficult concerto on the haut-^ 
bois, in a very pleaiing and mafterly man- " 
ber ; yet I muft own that the lefs one 
thinks of Fifcher, the more on^ I^es 
this performer. However, I tried to 
difcriminate, and to difcover in what 
each differed from the other : ^i^d 
firft, Fifcher feems to me theu-i^gft 
natural, pleafing, and original writer 
of the two, for the inftrument, and is 
the moft certain of his reed ^ which, whe- 
ther from being in lefs conftant prac- 
tice, or from the greater difficulty of the 
paffages, I know not, more frequently 

fails 



I ' I 

[ 46 1 

fails Bczozzi in rapid divifions, than 
Fifcher: however, 'Rtzzozi'^mejfa divocBf 
or fwell^ is prodigious ; indeed, be conti- 
nues to ajigment the force of a tone fo 
muchy and fo long, that it is hardly pof- 
fible not to fear for his lungs. 

His tafte and ear are exceeding de- 
licateand refined ; andl he feems to poflefs 
a happy and peculiar faculty of temper- 
ing a continued tone to different bafes> 
according to their fcveral relations : upon 
the whole, his performance is fo capital, 
that a hearer mud be extremely fafii* 
dious not to receive from it a ^reat degree 
of i^loifure* . 

The fecond part of the concert began 
with an admirable fymphony of Vanhall, 
pcpriQCed in thofe happy moments of ef- 
ferv^ence, when his reafon was lefs 
powerful than his feeling. 

After this, a folo of Nardini, by 
Hunt, which he executed corredily ; but 
the compofition was full of repetitions 
of paflages, neither very new nor in- 

terefting i 
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terefting 5 and thefe were not meliorated 
by any thing remarkable in the tafte or 
exprefiion of the performer. 

This folo was fucceeded by. another 
concerto on the German flute, by M. 
GotfeU which he played much betteft 
and, indeed^ it was a much better com* 
pofition than the forn^er. 

Signor Bezozzi performed, after this, 
a new concerto on the hautbois, which 
was very graceful and ingenious. The 
Allegro was more rapid, and of a ftill 
more difficult execution, than that in his 
preceding piece* He exerted himfclf 
very much in this performance, which 
ended with a plealing rondeau, and left 
the company in great good humour. He 
afterwards was prevailed on, though not 
without difficulty, to play, by way of 
bonne bouche^ Fifcher*s well-known ron- 
deau minuet, which he had performed 
here fo frequently, and with fuch ap- 
plaufe, that I had been aflured he made 
more of it than the author himfelf ; but 

8 I can- 
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I cannot fay that his prefent performance 
bf it convinced me of the truth of this 
affcrtion; However; after being accuf- 
tomed to the exquiiite manner in which 
Mr. Fifchcr has played it in England^ it 
is no fmall praife tb fay; that I heard 
Signor Bezozzi perforni it with gre^t 
pleafure. 

On Tuefday the tld September, At 
hihe o'clock in the morning, I went to 
the Frauen Kirche, to hear the organ 
played by M. Hunger, the organift, who 
met me there, by appointment. This 
inftrument, of which the largeft pipe in 
the pedals, is thirty-two feet long, was 
made by old Silbermann, of Neuburg: 
it is one of the beft works of this c^le- 
brated builder, and was conftrudted about 
twenty-three years ago* There are forty* 
eight flops, three fets of keys, in the 
manual, which extend from double D, 
in the bafe, to D in alt ; and two odtaves 
in the pedals \ tliere is likewife a fpring 
of communication, by which the three 

fets 
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fcts of keys may be played together, lA 
order to aogment th^ force of the chorus f 
but this renders the touch fo heavy, that 
eiioh key requires afdotv ibftead of a£nger, 
it cioAVo* 

J The reed ftops in this inftrument are 
}mt feren ut'immberi- fo that the imita- 
tioM md 'fihmg^ ar^ very few« The 
bi^ft. Ci^Q Aops it, contains are the viol 
^ p«oi»4 b$&0Qa^ vox httmana, trum« 
f^Bi khgilimq,f triemulaot^ and 
bun^l this lad, as the name implies, is 
to imitate a cSa&St diake. 

. M. Hmgfse poBkSks neither great fancy 
fio^j&oger : but his performance wasmaijLer* 
ly.. Slid manifiefted a perfeA knowledge 
of his infir^ment; 

This being the firft organ which I had 
«ift'witk# that SVAS built by Silbermann, I 
entered the iniide cafej and found the work 
jftrong, neat, and well difpofed : it is re- 
markable that to fo immenfe a QiaphiQp, 
^.gfe-^jTiP but five bellows. 

On Sundays and feftivals, the fchool 
£n^eri frequently perform in this church 
" Vol. II. .E Can- 
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Cantatas, which in Germany is a diffe- 
rent word for anthems ; . at other times the 
whole congregation fings in unifon, ac- 
companied only by this organ, of which 
the chorus, zfli&ed, perhaps, by the form of 
the building, is the moft noble I ever heard. 
' From hence I went to the great theaCr^ 
where the ferious opera ufed to be exhii- 
bited. It was built in 1706, by Auguftus 
the fecond ; but was afterwards decorated^ 
and the ftage much enlarged^ by Auguftus 
the third. 

I was extremely curious to fee this 
celebjrated fcene of adion, where general 
Hqffe, and his wcU-difciplined troops^ 
had made fo many glorious campaigns* 
and acquired fuch laurels ; all his beil: 
works having been exprefsly eompofedf 
as fome of Metaftafio'a dramas were 
written* for its ufe 

* Italy ts very defirous of adopting Hafle for her 
fon. Count Algarotti, in an epiftle addrefled to 
Auguftus the third, fpeaking of this theatre, iay% 
Ivi Italia ^armonia (Uvina f 
N«* bei conceitfi fiioi varia,. e concorde 

Rifuona. 
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No money was ever taken for admiffiort 
into this theatre, which is nearly as. largo 
as that at Milan. It has five rows of' 
boxes, thirty in each, is of an oval form^ 
like the theatres of Italy, and has an or* 
eheftra capabk of containing a hundred 
performers. 
In the year 1755, the late king ctf Po- 
. land had in his fervice, for this theatre^ 
ten foprano voices, four contralto^ three 
tenors, . and four bafes. Among thefe 
>vere Fauftina, Mingotti^ Pilaia, Monti* 
celli, Pozzi, Anibali, Amorcvoli, and 
Campagnari. The ioArumental per«» 
formers were of the firft clafs, and more 
numerous than thofe of any other court 
in Europe i but^ now, n6t above fix oi 

Rifuona d' Haflfe fotto air agil dito, 
' Che gli ^flFetti del cuor, del cuor S ignore^ 
Irrita, e molce a un fol toccar di lira, 
£ pieta, com' ei vuqI, fdegno, od amore 
Kuovo Tlmoteo in fen d'Angufto inrpira^ 

* Op, del Conti Algarettiy im. vii^. 
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eight of thefe are to be fmmd At VtcC* 

It was from the difperfion of, this ce^ 
lebr^ted band^ at the beginnLbg of the 
laft war^ that almoft every great city o£ 
Europe, and London among the reft, acr» , 
quired feveral exquifite and favourite per^ 
formers. 

At prefent, thi§ theatre is fliut up, for 
csiQonomieal reafons^ no ufe having beeit 
made of . it fmce the marriage of the pre«« 
fcnt Eledor, three years ago 5 at which 
time < two operas were performed in 
it; one fet by Haile, and* another by 
Naumann> the prefent chapel maft-er of 
this cburt. 

The. opera, houfe being in the neigh- 
bourhood of the pidture gallery, I could 
not refift the defire of entering it again^ 

* Signer BezozzI was fo obliging as to furniih 
fne with a lift of the court and chapel muficUns, 
now at Drefden ; huty by comparing it with that 
publilhed by Marpurg, in 1756 I find only the two 
BezozziS) Binder, Gotfel, Hunt, Neruda, and 
Adam^ remaining of the oli corps. 

in 
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In arder once more to contemplate the 
divine Correggios ; but in the way to 
them, through the interior gallery, my 
eye caught by the magic of Battoni's 
Magdalen, and Pordenone's queen of Cy- 
prus, both of which are orqutfitely beau- 
tiful. The Nigbt-ptece of Corrcggio 
flr^ck me more now thanbefore^; though 
the three figures on the left fide feem 
ill drawn^ and one of them is too tlinch 
hidden : however, the Jight from the 
Child is thrown on them fo admirably^ 
lisid the exprefi[iofi of thie third of thefe 
figures is fe natural, her eyes blinking, 
and hand held up to keep off the glare, 
that a little defect: in the drawing 
may be well excufed. The figures in 
rile air, are truly divide ; and the Virgiij 
and Child feem fuperior to any thing % 
€Ver faw exprefied on catnv^fs^ 

The little Magdalen ts all beauty, foft- 
fyef6, exprefiion, and grace. The frame it 
ornamented with precious ftojles ^ and the 
Jaje dxike of Modcna prized this piece fb 

P 3 much. 
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fnucbj that he never quitted his capital 
without taking it with him, nor could 
|leep if it was not in his chamber^ m i 
3ut, as I had little time to fpare from my 
mufical purfuits, for thefe piStarefque cn-» 
joyments, after this flight mentioii of 
thexi), I fliall return to bufinefs. 

Mr, Ofborn, whofe friendly offices 
Supplied me every hour, with opportuni-p 
tie^ of gratifying my curiofity, had en-r 
gaged Binder, the court organift, to 
meet: me this s^fternoon, at the Elector's 
chapel, where there is a ftill larger or-» 
gan than that at xSxz.Frauen Kirche. 

This inftruoient was begun by old 
gilbermani), who dying before it was 
flniflicd, his nephew of Strafturg was 
(:alle4 tp Dr^fden to put the I^il hand to 
\i. I entered the infide cafe pf this as 
well as of the other organ, found th$ 

^ork . w?ll finiihed, very ingenioufly 
arranged, ^nd the pipes fo highly po- 
Jiflied* that they h^d the appearance of 
jfijyer^ even when nearly examined, 

The 
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The chorus is amazingly rich and 
powerful 3 but fo great is the echo^ and 
long the continuance of the found in this 
building, particularly when empty, that 
no melody can be heard diftindtly. 

M. Binder, the organift, was a fcholar 
of the famous Hebenftrcit, inventor of 
the Pantaleoney an inftrument much ce- 
lebrated in the beginning of this century, 
in the pradice of which M. Binder fpent 
all his youth ; but though he applied to 
the organ and harpfichord late in life, he is 
a very able performer on both. He played 
three or four fugues in a very full and 
mafterly manner, making great ufe of 
the pedals. I did not indeed^ find him 
poffefled of much fancy ^ but In the Ger- 
man full manner of playing, there is not 
much opportunity of (hewing it. To 
ufe the pedals of thefe huge inftruments 
much, at the fame time as two hands 
are fully employed on the ftifF and heavy 
manuals, Is a very laborious bufinefs. 

E 4 The 
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^ The multiplicity of flops in this org«iii^ 
amounting to 54, only augments noife,, 
and adds to the weight of the tguch. 
The vox humana is bad and there are> 
very few folo flops that arc agreeable ; 
no Jwell has ever been heard of in an 
organ at Drefden ; and the echps. to, com- 
mon flops, are all that can be called 
fweet, by themfelves. The great meri(i 
of all the German oigans that I had yet 
fecDj, was in the richnef& and power of 
the chorus \ indeed little elfe is wanted,^ 
for voluntaries, like thofe in our parifh. 
' churches, are unneceffary, where there^ .f, 
is finging; as are imitative flops to play 
ritornellosy >yhere the real inftruipentci ' 
abound. 

Signor Bezozzi and M. Hunger, with 
feveral other maftersi were in the chapel, 
to hear M. Binder y who, when bo ha4 
done, wajs in as violent a heat with fatigue, 
and exertion, as if he had run eight or 
ten miles, fuU'-fpeed, oyer ploughed 
Jtands in the dog-dajs. 
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At night I wcdt to M. Binder's houfe 

to fee the ruios of the famous Pantaleom. 
This inftrument, and the performance 
upon it» at Paris* in 1705, gave birth 
to ^ vefy ingenious little work* under 
the title of Dialogue fur la Mufique dis 
^dmi, by the Abbe Chateauneuf : the 
investor went by the name of his in- 
ftrumeiU ever after ; it is more than nine 
fedt lOiig) and .Iud» when in order^ 1 86 
ikiqgs of catgut. The tone was pro** 
duced by two baguettes^ or flicks, like the 
dtriciflMT ; it moft have been extremely 
diftcult to the performer, but feems ca- 
pably of great efFeds. The firings were 
Qow almoi^ all broken, the preftnt Elec** 
tor vvill not be at the charge of fur-' 
ni(hing new ones, though it had ever 
been thought a court inftrument in for- 
W^t reigns, apd was kept in order at 
the expence of the prince. M. Binder 
lamented, that he could not poflibly afr 

fprd to firing it b4m£slf» as it was an in- 

firument 
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ftrumcnt upon which he had formerly 
employed fo much of his tiiae. 

Every one here is in the utmofl indi- 
gence ; this poor man has a fmall nomi- 
nal peniion, as court organiil, but it is 
ill-paid ; and moft of the nobility and 
gentry are too much impoveriihedy to be- 
able to afford to learn^ or to let their 
children learn mufic. 

The Saxons of old, fo remarkable for 
patience, induftry, and probity^ are now 
reduced to knavery and chicane, beyond 
the, inhabitants of any other country • 
Drefden is at prefent a melancholy re- 
lidence ; from being the feat of the Mu- 
ies,> and habitation of pleafure, it is now 
only a dwelling for beggary, theft, and 
wretchednefs. No fociety among the 
natives^ can be fupported ; all muft re-' 
trench ; the court is obliged to abandoa 
genius and talents, and is, in turn, aban- 
doned by them ! 

Except the wretched comic opera, 
there is no one fpeitacle, but that of mi- 

fcry. 
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fery, to be feen at Dreiden ; no guinguette, 
po public diverfion in the city or fuburbs^ 
for the people, and not a boat or vcffel 
dther of pleafure or bufinefs can be de(^ 
cried on the river Elbe, which is here 
nearly as wide as the Than^es at London- 
bridge 

The horfes in this Eledorate have had> 
no com allowed them, nor the foldlera 
powder for their hair, thefe three years i 
but though every fpecies of ceconomy 
feems now put in pradiice^ yet, it is 
thought with little eifedt, as to reftoring 
the inhabitants and ilate to their ancient 
affluence and fplendor. 

During the reign of Auguftus the Illd 
this pty was regarded by the reft of Eu- 

♦ The Saxon traffic this fine river, is faid 
to be ruined by fome commercial difputes with 
Aitftria ; and d$wn it, by the king of Pruffia 
i)ot permitting a Angle vefTel from Drefden to pafs 
ty his fortrefs at Magdeburg ; fo that befides paying 
heavy duties, all goods muft be removed into 
PruMan veiTeis before they are fuffered to proceed 
to flamburgt 

rope. 
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rope, as the Athens of modern times ; all 
the arts, but particularly^ thofe of mufic, 
poetry, and painting, were loved and che- 
riflied by that prince, with a zeal and 
munificence, greater than can be fc^nd 
in the brighteft period of ancient hiftory^ 
but, perhaps, fome part of the late and 
prefent diftreffes of this country, have 
originated in this exceflive magnificence. 

The gardens of the lateminifter, count 
Eriihl, v^hich are fituated on the banks 
of the Elbe, and open to the public, 
command a delightful profpe<% of that 
river, of its hilly and fertile banks, to- 
wards Pirna, and of the New Town, 
and beautiful bridge, leading to it. 

A moft magnificent and elegant tem^- 
ple in thefe gardens was reduced to a 
heap of rubbifh, in which it ftill lies^ 
during the Prufiian bombardment ; and 
the Saxons accufe his Pruffian majefty of 
carrying perfonal r^fentment againft their 
minifter fo far, as to order his engineer 
to point his artillery at the temple and 

other 
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Other boildingS) as vnXL as ftatnes id 
thcfe gardens* . However this may hare 
been, not a ftreet of this once charm- 
ing city ha«^ racovered the devaftaitoai - 
of the lafl; war. 

The prefent EleQor is a great encou-^ 
fager of hofliefty atid good morals in his 
fabje^ ; and has manifefted himfelf to be 
fufceptible of the tender feelings of huma- 
nity/ by the abolition of racks adid tor<* 
Cures, to which criminals^were expofed in 
his dominions, during former reigns. 

Tbelalemioifter,c6tintBri3:hl, leftthi'ee 
fons at his deceaie, of whom the eldeft 
only, known by the name of the Starojl*, 
now refides at Drefden* I had the honour of 
being prefented to this nobleman, whofe 
figure and appearance are the mofl per« 
fed and pieafing I ever faw ; lie is Gad 
to be tery accomplifhed, and a great 
muHcian $ he condefcended to delire Mr. 

* Starofl is a Polifh title given to the lord, 

liind principal judge of a Jiarojiy^ or fief. Count 
Bruhl is ftaroft of Warfavf, Jiarojia Warfzawlki. 

Oft)orn 
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Oibom to bring me with him to. one 
of his country relidcncps, to fee hia 
bpoks; hear mufici - and convcrfe about 
it: at leifure but the taiks I had af<^ 
jQgned myfelf would allow of no fuch 
tr^inquil enjoyment. 

.However, I jremaijjLed one day logger 
at Drefden thaji I intended, at the ob- 
liging inftaqce of his excellency count 
Sachenat;minift«r for foteign affairs, .who 
did me the honour to; invite me in the 
moft preffing manaecfii dine with him^ 
^Tliis nobleman gives a public dinner 
^once a week to the foreign minifters, 
to perfons of condition; and to ftrangers, 
•in a truly hofpitable and fplcndid man- 
ner; and though his appointment is not 
great, fo confiderable is his private for- 
tune, that he is able to fupport the dig- 
nity of his office at his own cxpcnce, 
without aggravating the prefent miferies 
of the people, by appropriating the pub- 
lic money, either to enrich himfelf or 
maintain magnificence. 

The 
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The count's eatertainment was one of 
the moft fumptuous I ever faw ; the 
company confifted of near forty perfons^ 
of both {excSf inoft of whom were of 
high rank and condition ; each courfc 
was ferved on the moft elegant plate, 
and beauuful Drefden china.~But . to 
return to mufic. 

I have had frequent occafion, in the 
courfe of my journey, to mention the 
©mCifd)&Ier or finging boys of the mu- 
Jic fchool, commonly called po$r Scholars % 
and during my refidence at Drefden> I 
procured all the information I was able 
concerning the. origin of this inftitution, 
and the following is the refult of my 
enquiries. 

, When the Roman catholic religion 
was the only one profelTed in this coun- 
try, the clergy, who officiated in cathe- 
drals and collegiate churches, ufed to em- 
-ploy boys, that had good voices, to fing 
part of the divine fervice in the choirs, 

in nearly the fame manner as the cho- 

lifters, 
6 
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hfterSt in Engliih cathedrals> iuig at pre^ 
fent. In recompenfe, the clergy main« 
t^ned and educated thefe boys» and pre« 
pai^d all fuch as ^bad a literary genius for 
the priefthood* ^ 

The chafige of religion propounded to 
the Saxons^ by Martin Lttthtir, though 
fupported by powerful protestors, and 
forwarded by favoura^ble circumftances, 
bad great obftacles fa furmount : th<( 
chief part of the people of the city of 
Drefden were fo far from having a pro- 
penfity to embrace the hew preached 
dodrine, that they obfiinately refufcd to - 
give into any religi<Kis innovations^ Tiiii 
is fo true, that the cufiom of ihnttiag 
the city gates, during divine fervicci 
which cuftom is obier ved to this day, 
had its rife from the people's diiiike to 
the new Uturgy : for the citizens having 
been obferved to go in great numbers tp 
walk in the fields while the public prays* 
«rs were performing, rather than affift at 
them, the gates were ordered to be ihut, 

3 to 
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tb prevefif the inhabitknts from going 
out, and they were forced to church by 
the foldiers then in garrifon. At prc- 
feiit, the army Is never made ufe of fof 
that purpofe^ for the Sa^cons are now as 
ftrongly attached to the tenets of Luther, 
^ they wdrfc theil to the Roman catholic 
i*clfgio1iV ' 

Upon the fecularization of biihoprickst 
the fuppreffion of abbies, and the aliena- 
tion of their knds, the Cnging boyS 
Ibft the only means of fubliilance that 
they had. But the clergy df tht' new 
religion fooh begah to employ thcfe 
voices, by m^aking them fing canticles iii 
the ftrcets, which dWelt on the impro-^ 
priety of fuch articles^ in the Roman cit-* 
tholic religion, as were to be rejedted^ 
and extolled the tenets they began to 
preachy in order to accuftom and fami-' : 
liarize, by degrees, the ears of the people 
to Luther's religious fentinients, and in-a 
fenEbly to gain them univerfal approba^ 
tion* 

Voj,*JI. F It 
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It is generally thought^, that thcfe 
fcholars or finging boys contributed great- 
ly to the rapid progreis of the Lutheraa 
religion in Saxony. There being no 
£xed foundation to provide for the con^^ 
tinual fupport of .theie ^fingers, fuch 
families as favoured the reformatton,. 

9 

readily confented to contribute to- - 
wards it, by voluntary gifts ; and 
when the people became all Protcf- 
tants, .tjhe^ difcretionary charities, cjn-- 
creafed. The method prefcribed to theav. 
to follow and obierve,. is .this i the towit 
k diifided intacertain.w.afds> when thcy^ 
begin to fing, the firft of the ^onth, for 
inftanc.c, before the doors, of the princi- 
pal vfard,/th«y fing. the fecond of the 
mppth at the next 3 .and fo oja, till they 
have fucccfGvcly m^de their finging 
rounds over aU the war.ds of. the city», 
which they commence. agaia in a perpe- 
tual rotation* 

Befides. the ufual turn, it is cuRomary 
with families of diftindticj), and fom-e 

ciliren^ 
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citizens who maintaii) the ftridlcft ap-* 
pe^M-ance of devotion^ to appoint thefe 
fcholars to fing before their houfes once 
or twice in the week, for which they 
receive extraordinary payment, and al* 
though that is difcretionary, yet it is fo 
far regulated^ that no one ihould give 
them lefs than two gro/c/ien, or font 
pence for every canticle they fing. Some 
families employ them to fing gay genial 
airs on birth^days afid name-days ; and 
they are frequently engaged to fing 
mournful ditties and dirges at nighty 
with lighted torches in their hands, hc^ 
fore the houfes of the rich and opulent, 
when they die ; and they accompany the 
funerals to the place of idtefrment, fing-> 
ing the nenicv^ in the fame manner the 
fraficai of weeping women, at the buri-» 
als of the ancients^ ufed to do. 

It is to be obferved, that befides thd 
laborious way of finging in the ftrcct^ 
during the whole winter*, in a fevere 
climate, they are obliged to fing in dif- 
ferent churches every Sunday and fefti- 
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val. They are generally divided, int^ 
troops of fixteen or eighteen together, 
and what they colled during the whole 
week» is put into a common box, which 
is opened every Saturday by the redor 
of the fchool, and what remains over 
and above their necelTary expences* he 
divides into fmall fums among them, in 
proportion to their mufical merit ; for 
when he that leads the vocal band gets a 
dollar to bis (hare, the next that excels 
gets but a flofifl« or two thirds of a dollar. 
Thefe lhares are not entrufted into their 
own hands immediately, but are kept 
for them by the refior, till they have 
alfo finilhed their claffics, and then, at 
their quitting the fchool, they refpec^ 
tively receive their favings. 

Thofc who know Latin and Greek 
tolerably well, become fchool mafters 
in the different parities throughout 
Saxony ; but they muft be able to play 
upon the organ, becaufe every pariih 
church, even the fmalleft, in Saxony, 

is 
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k fornidied yvith an organ, and a fet of 
Cuch inilruments as are uiually employed 
in church-mufic. 

Thofe, among the iinging fcholars, who 
are found to have the beft genius, and the 
greateft difpofiuon to the learned profef- 
^ons, are fent either to the univeriity of 
Leipfic, or to that of Wittemberg, where 
they are eftabliflied, as vacancies happen, 
on the foundation, in thofe fei^inaries of 
literature called ConveSloria, where they 
are maintained without any expence to 
their friends. 

The two univerlities fupport above 300 
' of thefe poor fludents ; when they have 
finiibed the common conrfe of philofo- 
phy, they apply themfelves, as their dif- 
ferent inclinations lead them, either 
to divinity, law, or phyfic, and of- 
ten become very ufeful in differen-t 
branches of learning. Thofe who dif* 
cover a particular genius and propenfity 
to mufic, confine themfelves eneirely to 
that art, as a regular profeilion. 

F 2 Even 
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Even at the common boarding-fchools 
of this city, children arc taught to fing 
hymns in parts. The fchool fingers 
who frequent ihc^ftrects, not excepting 
the htle boys, wear a , black under- 
taker-like uniform, and large grizzle 
wigs ; and as every houfe pays annually 
fomething towards their fupport, the am- 
bafiadors generally give them a crown a 
quarter, for noi finjging at l/jcir doors. 

However, from the niufical eftablifh- 
ments in this, city, as well as from thofe 
^n other places, a .mufical fpirit is uni* 
Verfally diiFuftd throughout the empire, 
both in the proteftant and catholic ftatefr, 
for which it is not difficult to account ; 
if it be cQnfidercd that the mufical genius 
pf each inhabitant, from the iiigheft to 
jhe lowed order of the people, has a fair 
trial, and an opportunity of expanding. 
Hepce the great number of performers 
^nd critics, as well as lovers of the art|, 
jin this country for fuch is the infinua^ 
(ing power pf inufic> that to .acquire 
: . . . friend; 
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friends and admirers it needs only to be 
heard. 

Mufical airs, known by the name of 
Polonoifes^ are very mi|ch in vogue at 
Drefdcn, as well as in many other parts 
of Saxony ; and it is probable, that this 
was brought about during the long in« 
tcrcourfe between the Poles and Saxons, 
during the reigns of Auguftus the fecond 
and third. 

The Jirofil^ which is a mufical inftru- 
ment, made of pieces of glafs of different 
lengths, inftead of wood or metal, and 
is played on by flicks, like the Jiiccadof 
is much ufed by the common people 
throughout Saxony; 

M. Homilius, cantor of the Kreuz-- 
kirche in this city is a great contrapun- 
tifty and church-compofer, and in high 
efteem throughout Germany ; and M. 
Adam, a veteran mufician, one of the few 
remaining performers in the celebrated 
opera-band, under the dire^ion of Sig- 
Dor Haffej has eAabUflied a great repu- 

F 4 tation 
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t^tion by his CQmpofition of the mufic 
to the dances performed at this opera in 
it5 -moft flourifliing ftate. 

L E I P § I C. 

This city has not yet recovered its ri* 
gorous treatment .during the laft w^r i 
and its celebrated. fair» which ufed to be 
the rendezvous of the rich, the gay, and 
the induilrious citizens of every quarter 
of the globe, as well as an aflembly of 
the fovereign princes and nobility of all 
the northern parts of Europe, fcems now 
dwindled into a common mart, or quar- 
terly fair, fuch as is held in a fo^all £ng<F 
lifh market-town. 

M. Ebeling, of Hamburg, a man of 
letters, and an extremely well-informed 
dilettante in mu&c, on the publica* 
' tion of my account of The prefent State 
of Mufic in France and Italy ^ had volun-^ 
tarily favoured me with feveral very in- 
telligent letters, and ufeful communica- 
tions, concerning the nnufical Hiftory of 
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Germany > and, upon his being informed 
of my intention to travel through that 
country, he carried his zeal fo far as to 
write to feveral of his friends, and to able 
profefTorB in the different cities of my 
route, preffing them, in the moft urgent 
manner, to afford me all poIUble infor- 
mation and affiftance in my enterprize. 

On coming to Leipfic,- I experienced 
the good effedts of his friendship, in the 
reception I met with from M. Hiller, 
mufic-'dire^tor of this city, whom he 
had prepared, by letter, for my arrival. 
This gentleman, who is not oniy an emi- 
nent writer on the fubje<3: of mufic, but 
the firft and moft popular compofer of 
comic operas in the German language, 
was indefatigable in his endeavours to 
ferve me the whole time I remained at 
]L<eipfic« 

J expedited to receive much information 
concerning mufic and muficians from 
M* Breitkopf, the moft confiderable ven- 

^^r of oiufical compoiitiona in £urQpe, 

whom 
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whom I vifited immediately on my arrival 
in thU city ; but I found him rather 
taciturn than communicative. He claims 
the honour of being the inventor of 
mufical types, and feems entitled to it, 
as he has; for thirteen or fourteen yeai-s, 
furnifhed his own country, as well as 
other parts of Europe, with a prodigi- 
oos quantity of mufic from his prefs, 
of all kinds, by the greateft compofers 
of the prefcnt age, of which he prints 
catalogues quarterly ; he feems likewifc 
to have been the firft who gave to his 
catalogues an index in notes, containing 
the fubjeSs^ or two or three iirft bars, 
of the feveral pieces in each mufical work 

by which a reader is enabled to difcover 
|)ot only whether he is in poffeffion of 
an entire book but of any part of it's 
contents. 

Befides printed copies of works of the 
moft celebrated compofers of all nations, 
he fells in manufcript, at a reafonable 
price, finale pieces of any work already 

printed. 
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ptmted» as well as of innumerable others 
which have never been publiflied^ 

M. HiUer^ who hardly eVer quitted 
me from my arrival to my departure^ was 

lb obliging, the firft evening, as to take 

me With him into his box at the co- 
mic opera. This city, before the laft ^ 

war, ufed to find conftant employment 
for a company of comedians ; but fince 
that time no one has been long ftatio* 
nary there : the prefcnt company was 
juft arrived from Berlin, where they 
Bad been during eighteen months. The 
piece they reprefented this night, was 
the Deferteur^ in German ; but to M. 
Gretry 8 original mulic. The perform 
mers did not charm me, either by theic 
finging or adting ; all were out of tune» 
out of time, and vulgar. I hardly ever 
was more tired ; but indeed, after tra-- 
velling all night in an open wagon, a 
belter performance would with difficulty 
have kept me awake. However, from 
jiepcc, \ went home with M. Hiller. 

whofe 
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wiiofe great good nature and intelligence^ 
furniflied a much better and more inte- 
rcfting entertainment than the theatre 
had done« 

The next morning, September 25, M, 
Hiller was to obliging as to condndt me 
to the play-houfe« where one of his co^ 
mic operas was rehearfing. The over- 
ture, and one fong, had been performed 
when we entered, but all was begun 
again. I found this muflc very natural 
and plcafing, and deferving of much bet- 
ter performers than the prefent Leipfic 
company can boaft; for, to fay the truth, 
the finging here is as vulgar and ordinary 
as our common finging in England, 
among thofe who have neither had the 
advantage of being taught, nor of hear- 
ing good iinging. There is juft the fame 
pert fnap in taking the high notes, which 
they do with a kind of beat, and very 
loud, inftead of a Pteja di vace^ or fwell. 
The inflrumental parts went ill i but as 
thig.was the firft rehearfal, they might 

have 
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have been difciplined into good order, if 
M. Hiller had chofen to bounce and playr 
the tyrant a little ^ for.it is a melancholy 
refledion to make, that few compoicra 
are well trcateil' by an orcheflra, rill 'th^y- 
have firft ufed-|h« ' performers -^oughiy,' 
and made thcmfelves formidable. ' * 
• I'^didea^'ured^ to account for tire bad 
lifiiander of lihging" which prevails fd ge- 
nerally among the . performer's on ' the 
Leipfic ftdg6, -and I could fuggcft nothing 
that was fo likely \o je^iplain it, the 
diftance which this town is at prefent 
from an Italian opera, which being ufual- 
ly fupplied by Italians, is an excellent 
fchool ibr.finging, to the inhabitants of 
places where operas are conftantly per- 
formed : as at'Manheimy Ludwiglbourg, 
MuQich, Vienna, and Drefdcn, whefe I 
found the common finging very pleafing, 
the expreffion natural, and the' carriage 
of the voice far from vicious ; in all thefc 
places, Italian operas h?ve long been ef- 
tablifhed, which have certainly had an 

cffca 
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tffc& oa the public tafte^ and manner of 
finging. . 
;1 At . the JaXter end of ibe lad century^ 
and in the. heginning of this> Italiart 
operas Very frequently '0iade;a part of the 
public aixiuiement;at L^ipfic^; . dtlring .Ui^ 
three annual fairs, at New Year's _ {ifle^; 
Eafter^* and* Michaeln^as : aod.fo. great 
vras the.^paffion fgr^tbefeje^lyibitiosQS^^;;)^ 
1703, that iix new operas wereipepffiri^«rj 
edtl^ere within ti^ Qqtfkpdfy of jthat.yesar* 
In i72o^;ih&fe r^t^c^Uj(}^mvfm difr 
continued and I do npt fijid any memo- 
rial of their having. been .refjved fince 
that tia>e. . . , r ^ , . 

When the rebearfal of Hillcr's 
burlett^ was ovefi he was ib kind as ta 
attend me through the Xown» iAfi^arch of 
books. It feems, by the catalogues pub- 
liflied in this city, at the two great fairsf 
of Cafter and Michaelmas* that more 
books are printed in Germany, than in 
any other country of Europe : and per- 
bape Leiplic has a greater ihare in thefd 

pub- 
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publications^ than any other city of Ger* 

« 

many. . . 

In a fecond vifit to Brietkppf, I mount;^ 
ed his printing office, and found a great 
number of preflcs at. work, of various « 
kinds, for his publications are not con-, 
fined to mufic. Among the fevcral quef- 
tions which my curiolity put to th|Q woik-r 
men, one was, how many different cha- 
racters were ufed for letter-pref$, and- 
what proportion they bore in their num- 
ber to the types ufed in printing ? and i 
was much furprifed to find, that the dif«; 
fereat cbaraders employed in the. muik* 
prefs, were upwards of three hundred, 
and that there 'were not more than one 
hundred ufed in common printing* 

I entered fome of the principal churches, 
here, and found them in general very 
fine, and very dirty There are, how- 

* Ih Charles tlie fiftb^s time, before religious dif* 
putes were adjufted, a kind of truce was agreed oi\ 
between the catholics and reformers, under the title 
of Inurim^ which ftipulated, that the ornaments and 
veftmeiits of the church, as well asibme.of the cere« 

monies,. 
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tver, in feveral of them good organs^ par-' 
ticularly in the reformed church ; but I 
heard no great player in any one of them, 
nor did i find, upon enquiry, that this 
city is at prefent in ppiTeilion of many 
performers of the firft clafs, upon any 
inftrumcnt. It muft not be inferred from 
hence, that Leipiic has been lefs the re- 
fidence of gepius than other places^ 
it would not be difficult to trace a fuc- 
ceffion of able mafters with which it has 
been fupplicd for near a century part ^ 
but the mufical hiftory of this city caii 
furnifti no circumftance more interefting 
to the lovers of harmony, than its having 
been the refidence of the great Sebaftian 
Bach, father of the prefent eminent mu-^ 
iicians ofthat name, from the year 1723, 
to his death in 1754. 

monies, fhould remain in ^atu quo^ till, by a general 

council, religious peace Was finally concluded ; ^nd 
this Interim was afterwards adopted in feme of the 
free cities, where the churches, though ftill in the 
pofleffion of Lutherans, retain all the ancient orna* 
meiits of the Roman catholic times. 

Thit 
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This celebrated mailer* who was fuc<^ 
' ceffively cantor, organift, and muiic-di- 
redor, at Leipfic, was born at Eifcnach, 
in Saxony, 1685% There has been a 
conftaot fucceilion of great muiicians in 
his family, for more than two hundred 
years. All the mufical writers of Ger- 
thaoy, for thefe laft fifty years, have given 
teflimony to his abilities : M. Quantz, 
in his. Art of Playing the Flute^ written 
during the life of Sebaftian Bach, fays^ 
that this admirable mufician had brought 
organ-playing to the higheft degree of 
perfedion ; and M. Marpurg, iu his 
^reatife upon Fugues^ publiftxed foon 
after his death, in fpeaking of him, fays, 
that he united in himfelf the talents of 
many great men : deep fcience, a fertile 
and lively genius, an eafy and natural 
tafte, and the moft powerful hand that 
can be imagined. 

The challenge which he received, and 
accepted, from the celebrated French or- 
ganift, Marchand, at Drcfden, is well 
. Vol, II. G knowa 
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known in Germany- Upon the arrival of 
Marchand in that city, after he had van- 
quifhed all the organ-players of France and 
Italy, he offered to play, extempbre, With 
any German whom the King of Poland 
could prevail upon to enter the lifts againfl 
him ; no one at Drefdcn had the courage 
to encounter fo fuccefsful a champion, but' 
an exprefs being fent to Sebaftian Bach» 
who was at that time a youbg man, and 
refiding at Weymar *, he came away im- 
mediately, and, like another Davidi, 
vanquiflied this Goliah» It mufl: not, 
however, be concluded from hence, that 
Marchand was a mean performer ; if that 
had been the cafe, the vidlory over him 

would have added nothing to the fame of 
his competitor. It was an honour to 
Pompey that he was conquered by Cacfar^ 
and to Marchand to be only vanquiflied 
by Bach. 

* Sebaftian Bach reiided at Weymar, horn the 
year 1708, to 17 17, 

Beiides 



Digitized by Google 



[ 83. ] 

!Befides many excellent compofitions 
for the churchy this author produced 
Ricercariy confirting of preludes, and 
fugues, for the organ, upon two, three, 
and four fubJeSs; in Mado reSi^ & con^ 
trario, and in every one of the twenty-four 
keys. All the prefcnt organ-players of 
Germany are formed upon his fchool, as 
mod of thofe on the harpfichord, clavi- 
chord, and piano forte are upon that of 
his fon, the admirable Carl. Phil. Ema- 
nuel Bach ; fo long known by the name 
of Bach of Berlin, but now muiic-dl« 
redlor at Hamburg. 

As Leiplic was the lad confiderable 
town in the Eledtorate of Saxony to 
which I extended my muiical enquiries, 
it feems here the place to remark, that the 
two circles of Upper and Lower Saxony 
have been extremely fertile in muficians 
of extraordinary genius and arbilities : for 
they have given birth to Keikr, Handel, 
the Bach family, to Hafle, and to Graun. 
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A word or two more of travelling iii 
Germany, and I have done with defcrip- 
tion and complaints. 

The road to knowledge is rough and 
rugged in evety country, bat in none 
more than Germany. 

" Alpeftre, fcofccfo^ crto c felvaggio, 
Degno d'un alma aadace. 

After fufFering the ufual hardihips of 
bad fare, bad roads^ bad carriages, and 
bad horfes, for two days and a nighty 
in my way from Leipfic to Berlin ; and 
being obliged, during that time, to wait 
three or four hours, either in my open 
vehicle, or the open air, at each poft- 
houfe, while horfes were fought and fed 
with ftraw, wheels greafcd, and inevit- 
able fquabbles about the number of 
horfes which I was to have, were adjuft- 
ed, I arrived at Schwarmuth, within 
one poft of 'Berlin. 

When a traveller comes to a poft-houfe, 
in this part of the world, with two horfes, 
he is rudely teafcd to go out with three ; 

and 
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and if he arrive with ihtc^, four are forced 
upon him, jf poffible, at his departure, and 
fo on, crefcendo^ let the firfl number be 
what it will ; and all this is tranfaded on 
the part of the poil- mailer and his peopki 
with an infolence and brutality fo deter- 
mined, that reafoning and remonftijating 
operate no otherwife than in rendering 
them more obflinate aud malevolent. It 
feems a thing of neceflity, for poflilions, 
in every part of the world, to be greater 
brutes than thofe they drive : here, it is 

the cafe, par excellence ; and fo infatiable 
in their demands and expedations^ are 
thefe fvvorn foes to man and beaft, 
that I l^ave frequently tried to part in 
peace and good humour with' them, by 
more than doubling their ftated and ac- 
cuftomed fees, but in vain : each claim 

was a hydra. 

I quitted Schwarmuth at feven o'clock 
in the evening, in hopes of getting to 
Berlin before midnight. The weather was 
now extremely difagreeable ; rain was 

G 3 coming 
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coming on, with a cold and furious north 
wind full in my face. The wagon with 
which I had been furniflied, at the laft 
poft-houfe, was the worft and moft dc- 
fencelefs that I had hitherto mounted ; 
before nine o'clock, ^it rained vio« 
lently, and became fo dark, that the 
poftilion loft his way, and defcended 
from this place, in the front of the wa- 
gon, in order to feel for it with his 
hands ; but being unable to diftinguifii , 
any track of a carriage, he mounted again, 
and, in driving on, at a venture, got into 

a bog, on a bleak and barren heath, 
where we were ftuck faft, aad obliged 
to remain from eleven o clock at night, 
till near fix the next morning; when 
day-light enabled us to difentangle the 
horfes and carriage, and difcover the road 
to the capital of Brandenburg. It had 
riever ceafed raining and blowing the 
whole night ; the cold was intenfe i and 
nothing could be more forlorn than my 
Condition. 

B E 
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BERLIN. 

When I arrived at the gates of this 
city, about nine o'clock in the morning, 
Sept. 28th, I had hopes that I (hould 
havp been fufFered to pafs peaceably to 
an ijcin, having received a pafTport an 
Trauenbritzen, the firft Pruffian town I 
entered on the Saxony fide^ where I had 
fubmitted to a thorough rummage of my 
baggage, at the perfuafion of the cuftom- 
houfe officer?, who haH aflured me that 
it would prevent all future trouble upon 
entering Berlin* But this was merely to 
levy fees upon me, for, notwithilanding 
my paffport, I was flopped three quarters 
of an hour at the barrier, before I was 
taken into the cuftody of a centinel ; who 
mounting my poft^wagon, with his muf* 
ket on his fhoulder, and bayonet fixed, 
conducted me, like a prifoner, through 
|he principal ftreets of the city, to the 
cuftom-houfe. Here I was Retained in 

G 4 the 
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the yard more than two hours, ihivering 
with coldyin all my wet garments, while 
every thing was tak;en out of my trunk 
and writing box, and examined as cu- 
rioudy as if I had juft arrived at Dover^ 

# 

from the capital of France. 

As I had long w.iihed to vidt the ca« 
pital of a prince, no lefs renowned for his 
protedion and cultivation of the liberal 
arcs, than for his military ikill and he^ 
roifm i fo I was impatient to begin my 
.mufical enquiries in a place where operas 
had long been eflablifhed^ and vehere 
both the theory and pra<flice of mufic 
had been more profoundly treated than 
elfewhere, by profeffors of great and ac- 
knowledged abilities, who are ftill living ; 
and yvho have publiihed the refult of 
their long experience and fuperior ikill 
in treatifes which are regarded through- 
out Germany as claffical. Among thefe, 
TAe Art . pf Flaying the Flute^ by M. 
Quantz; The Art of Playing upon Keyed 
Injiruments^ by M. C. P. E. Bach ; The 

Art 



^rt of Singmg, by M. Agricolai the.ntt-* 
merous and well -written dillertationSf 
Pra£licalf Uijlorical, and Criiical^ by M. 
Marpurg ; Mufical Injlitutesy by M. Kirn-' 
bergcr j and The Theory of Pi^litc Arts% by 
J\l. Sulzeo iland foremoft*. 

My zeal for the bufinefs in which I 
had embarked, was not fo much cooled 
by the fufferings of the night, as to pre- 
vent oie from haftening, as foon as I had 

* The original titles of the above books are as 

follow: 3obanti 3oact)im Ouan^enU^ ^ont'sL 
^rcugifc&en ivammermuftcuS^ 95crfuc5 einer Him 
mifung Die gl5tctcat)erfier ju fpiclcn. 23erlm 
i7f 2. 5J5erfu(6 ubcr Die tt)af)re 2lrt Slamec 
ju fpicUn, t)on Sari ^ilip Smanuel Q5acl>- 25er# 

Im. This work is in two vols, of which the 
firll.was publi(hed in I7fg9 and the fecond in 

1762. Slngh'itiing jur ©ingfunff auS&em 3tali4# 
nircl)en/ mit Srlduterungcn iinb gufa^cn t^on 3o^. 
8tiei>r. Slgncoia. .^dm 17^7* ^^x^wi^ 
SInfeitung juc (Sina'-Compo(trij>t!. 23erl 175-8. 

Traitefurla Fugue, ^anbbud^ bei) Dem ©enccal^ 

bafe^ unD Dei: ^ompolttion. 1762. ac. ^c* $Die 
:Runfl Deg reinen o i^eg in ber QJluftf. 23erl» 

3771. Slllgememe ^beorie Dec fcl)6nen 5vunfie/ 
Don 3ob. ©eo. ©uljcr^ ^M%\iit> Dec ^SmgU 
SicaDcmie Dec 5lGifrcufci)aften in ^^erlin. 1771* 

obtained 
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obtained my liberty at the cuflpm-hourcii 
to Mr. Harris, his majefty's envoy extra* 
ordinary at the court of Berlin. Mr« 
Harris received me with the utmoft po- 
litenefsr and honoured n^e in the kindeft 
manner with his counfel concerning the 
moOi expedient methods to be purfued in 
making my enquiries. 

In the afternoon I vifited M, Nicolai, 
tn eminent and learned bookfeller, who 
had been previoufly apprifed of my jour- 
ncy, ai\d it$ objedt, by my zealous frienc]^ 
M. Ebeling, of Hamburg; fo that he ex- 
pelled my arrival, and entered upon bu- 
finefs diredtly. After a long conver- 
. fatiouj concerning the ftate of muGc in 
Berlin, M. Nicolai was fo obliging as 
to conduft me to M. Agricola, the pris- 
fent compofer of his Pruffian majefty'a 
ferious opera; aflation which he has held 
ever (ince the death of the .late chapel*^ 
mafter, Graun. 

John Frederic Agricola was born at Do- 
bitzen^ a village near Altenburg, in Upp^ 

Saxonyjj 
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Saxony, in the year 1720. His mother 
was a near relaiipn of the late Mr. Han- 
del, and in correfpondence with him till 
the tinne of his death. M. Agricola wa^ 
educated at Leipfic, and fludied muQc 
there, under the famous Sebailiaa Bach. 
He has rcfidcd at Berlin ever fincc the year 

• 

1741 ; and in 1751 he was taken into his 
Pruffian majefty's fcrvice, under the title 
of ^of^COnipOlUjl; or compofer to the 
court. His life has been very a£tive in 
the cxercifc of his profeflion, and the 
number of his compofitions, both for the 
church and ftage, are a proof of the fer- 
tility of his genius. 

He is more corpulent than Jomelli^ or 
' than his relation Handel ever was. He 
received me very politely ; and though 
he was indifpofcd, and had juft been 
blooded, he obligingly fate down to a 
fine piano forte, which I was defirous of 
hearing, and touched it in a truly great 
llyle. He is regarded as the beft organ- 
player in Berlin, and the beft finging 

mafter 
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inafter in Germany, He now fiiewed j 

me fome of * his comppfitions fpr the 

(hurcht in fcore, and afterwards was fa j 

obliging as. to prefqnt with others^ 

which have great merit but, he faid that 

it was a ftyle of writing which was but 

little cultivated, at ;3erlinft as the K^ing 

will not hear it. Indeed, I had been 

told before my arrival that his Pruffian 

majefty carries his prejudice again ft this 

kind of jnuiic fo far, that when he hears 

of any coppofer having written an an« 

them, or oratorio, he fancies his tafte is 1 

contaminated by it, and fays, of his other 

produdtions, every moment, Qhl this fmells 

cf the church. 

From hence I went to the French 
theatre, more to fee the building than 
to hear finging. However, as adors, tho 
company is excellent : they were per- 
forming le Mercure Galanti and though 
\ bad feen this piece at Paris, more than 
once, I was very much pleafed with it j 
paw. For Petite Piece^ the comic opera 
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bf the Cadi DupS^ was faid and fang. The 
piece itfclf has very little mnfical merit, 
land the performers of to-night contrived 
to make that little, Aill lefs, 

Sept. 29th. This morning M. Nico- 
Ui did me the favour of introdocing me to 
M. Jofeph Benda^ brother of the cele-< 
brated violin -player of that name, who 
is mafter of his Prufiian majefty's band« 
This able mufician was fo obliging is to 
J>lay to me a very pleafing folo^ compofed 
by his brother, which he executed with 
great neatnefs and delicacy.; He was ac- 
companied by his fon, under ^hofe di-« 
reSion there it an Acadmia of DHettantu 
every Friday night, to which I had the 
honour of an invitation. ' * 

Upon quitting M. Benda, we called 
oti M. Lindner, an eminent performet 
on the German ilute, and fcholar of IVL 
Quantz. His Pruffian majefty's attach- 
ment to this inftrooient has rendered the 
)>radice of it very general at fierlin. M. 

Lindner invited me to another concert 

* 

that 
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that was to be on the enfulng Sunday, to. 
which he was fo kind as to promife to 
condudi; me. 

After this I ndade a fecond vifit to M. 
Agricola, accompanied ftill. by my ob- 
liging friend M. Nicolai, who dedicated 
this whole day to my fervice. I was 
now prefented to Signora Agricola, whofe 
name before marriage, was Benedetta E-* 
milia Moiteni; (he is now near fifty 
years of agp, and yet iings fongs of bra-^ 
*vur a, wiih amazing rapidity. The thin- 
nefs of fome parts of her voice, difcovers 
the lofs of youthi but yet (he has fine 
remains of a great finger 3 her compafs 
extends from A in the bafe, to D in ^/Z; 
and (he has a moft pcrfedl (hake and in- 
tonation I (be was born at Modena^ and 
had inftrudlions from all the great maf- 
ters of her time ; among whom (he 
numbers Porpora, HafTe, and Salinbeni. 
She has been upwards of thirty years fet- 
tled at Berlin, and in the fervice of the 
court. She now performs the. fecond 

wo* 
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woman's part in his Pruffian majefty's 
ferioas bpera. During this vifit, flic waS 
fo obliging as to* favour me with three 
airs in different ftyles, a Graziofo, aa Al^ 
kgro^ and an Adagio, all compofed by 
M. Agricola. 

From hdnce Wd went to the great 
opera*houfe i this theatre is infulated in 
a large fquare, in which there are more 
magnificent ^buildings than ever I faw, at 
one glance,' in any city of Europe. It 
was conftrudted by his prefect majefty 
foon after his coming to thecroyvn. The 
principal front has two entrances'; one 
level with the grottnd, and the other by 
^ gfalyd double efcaliej: ; this front is de« 
corated with fix Corinthian pillars, with 
their entablature entire, fupporting a pe- 
diment ornamented wi A reiiefs^ and with 
this infcription upon it. 

FRIDERICUS REX, 
APOLLINI ET MUSIS. 

This front is decorated with a confidcr* 

able number of ftatues of ppets, and 

dramatic 
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dramatic ^&or$, which are pl^ed iii 
niches. . The two fides are conftruded 
in the fame manner^ except that there 
are no pillar^. 

A confiderable part of the front of 
this edifice forms a hall, in which thd 
court has a repail on ridotta days s the 

reft is . for the theatre, whipb, befides a 
vaft pit, has four rows of boxles, thir- 
ti^en in eaeh^ and dude feverally contain 
thirty perfons. > It is one of. the .wideft 
theatres I ever faw» though it feems.ra^ 
ther (hort in proportion* . 

The orcheftra is^very Urge, gpifl ar* 
ranged after that at Drefden< . Tb^^^ 1^64 
confifts of about 50. perforcacr^ ^90ft 
whom are, ' . • 

Two compofers. 

The concert-mafter« 

Eleven violins. 

Five violoncellos. 

Two double bafes. 

Two harpficbord-playerSi 
' One harp. 

Four 
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Four tenors. 
Pour flutes. 
Four hautboys. 
Four baiToonS) and 
Two French horns. 
The nioft eminent profeflbrs in his 
niajefty*s fcrvice, arc : 

M. John Johachim Quahtz; compofer 
and chamber-muiician in ordinary to the 
king ; no lefs celebrated for his perform- 
ance and compofitions, tbaii for having 
had the honour of intruding his Pruilian 
majefty on the German flute. But few 
of his Concertos for that inftrument are 
publiihed J however, he has compofed 
more than three hundred for the ufe of 
bis royal fcholar. 

M. Job. Frederic Agricok, compofer 
and direitor of the opera, mentioned 
above; his name is as well known in Ger« 
many by his writings on the fubje£l of 
mufic, as by his compofitions. 

M. Francis Benda, muficiaii, fn ordi- 
nary to bis majefty, and mafter of his 

Vol, II. H concert. 
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concert, has acquired a great reputation 
in his profefljon, not only by his ex- 
preilive manner of playing the violin, but 
by his graceful and affedting compofi- 
tions for that inftrument. 

His Pruffian majefty's favourite o- 
peras, arc thofe of his late maejlro 
di capella^ Charles Henry Graun, to 
which he is fo much attached, as to 
' hear, unwillingly, thofe of any other 
matter; and the overtures and concer- 
tos for violins of his brother, the con- 
cert matter, M. Joh* Gottlib Graun, but 
lately deceafed, are ftill in high reputa- 
tion at Berlin, though not of the firft 
clafs for tatte or invention. 

The chief fingers of this ierious opera, 
in the fen[>ale parts, are Mademoifelle 
Schm.eling, Signora Agricola,^ and Sig- 
nora Gafparini, feventy-two years of age; 
a time of life, when nature ieldom allows 
us any other voice, than that of com- 
plaint^ or fecond childhoodi ^ 

The 
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The principal male parts are performed 
hy Signor Ant. Uberti Porporino, whofe 
voice is a Contralto ; he has been more 
than twenty years in the fervice of his 
Pruflian majefty, and is extremely ad- 

inired for his tafte and expreflion, parti* 
colarly i^r finging adagios. And Signor 
Carlo Concialini, a Joprano ; his voice is 
feeble, but extremely fweet, und his 
manner of finging flow movements is de« 
licate and touching. 

Befides the cpmpofers and performers 
jufl: mentioned, the theatre royal em- 
ploys iwenty-four chorus fingers, a bal- 
let mafters, a great number of dancers of 
both fexes, and the Abate Landi, aj 
poet. 

The king being it tlife whole experiee of 
this opera i the entrance is gratis^ fo that 
any one, who is decently dreffed, may have 
admiffion into the pit. The firft row of 
boxes is fet apart for the royal family 
and nobility \ the boxes that are even 

H 2 with 
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with the pit, and thofe of the fecond 
and third row, are appropriated to the 
tife of the minifters of ftate, foreign mi- 
Hiftcri, and perfons of rank, who have 
offices about the court j and a ftranger of 
diftindidn, by application to the baroa 
Polnltz, chamberlain and diredor of 
public fpedtacles, is furc of being accom- 
modated with a place in the theatre^ ac« 

cording to his rank. 

The performance of the opera begins 
at fix o'clock I the king, with the princes, 
and his attendants, are placed in the 
pit, clofe to the orcheftra ; the queen, 
the princeffes, and other ladies of dif^ 
iindioh, fit m the front boxes ; her ma« 
jefty is faluted at her entrance into the 
theatre, and at her departure thence by two 
bands of trumpets and kettle drums, pla- 
ced one each fide the hdufe, in the uppei: 
row of boxes*. 

♦ This fpecies of mufic, as it is the moft 
ancient^ fo it feems to be that for which the 

The 
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The king always ftands behind the 
fuaeftro di capella, in fight of the fcorc, 
which he frequently looks at^ and indeed 
performs'the part of direSlor^general here, 
as much as of generaliffimo in the field. 

Sach is the frefent Jlate of the opera 
at Berlin^ and hiftory mud ihew what 
it has been in times pail. I fhall only 
juft mention, that from the death of 
Frederic the Firft, in 17 13* till the year 
J 742, there were no operas performed 
in this capital. Soon after the accef- 
fion of his prefent majefty to the throne, 
in 1740, a new theatre was conftru£ted, 
.which was opened on the birth-day of 
the queen-mother, in 1 742 \ at which 

northern inhabitants of Kurope have, in fpite of 
new fafhions and refinements in muilc, the greateft 
paffion. There is fcarce a favereign prince in Ger- 
many, who thinks he can dine comfortably, or 
with prqper dignity, without a flourilh of drums 
and trumpets ; and this love of noife, perhaps firft 
introduced mufic at our city entertainments, at my 
lord mayor's f^ail, apd at |he ff§$ of every mayor 
in the kingdom. 

H 3 lime 
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time, the moft able German inftru men- 
tal performers, Italian fingers, and French 
dancers, were engaged, jand-mufic lav\r 
herfelf eftabliflied in more than her former 
fpkndor. 

Ever fince this period, operas have been 
exhibited in the theatre royal at each 
carnival with fpirit and magnificence ; 
the brilliancy of their fuccefs has fome- 
what varied according to the talents of 
the vocal performers, which have been 
in general, very numerous, and very emi- 
nent; however, one of the moft fhining 
periods in the niufical annals of Berlin 
feems to havife been in 1752,' when Ca- 
teftini and the Aftrua performed the two 
principal parts. At this time, the whole 
band of voeal and inftrumental ptrfor* 
tners was the moft fplendid in Europe ; 
among the latter, we find the celebrated , 
names of Bach, Benda, Czarth, Graun, 
Heffe, Quantz, and Richter. 

A confiderahle part of this afternoon 
fpent in vifiting fuch churches^ as 
• * * are 
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are mofl: remarkable for good organ€« 
In general^ I found the organs of Berlin 
Jarge, coarfe, and crowded with ooify 
flops, which, if they had been in tune, 
would have produced no pleafing effe&s ; 
but as it was, fucb a number of diiTo- 
nant and ill-voiced pipes, more tortured • 
that tickled my ears. 

Before I left England, M. Snetzler 
hsid told me, that I fhould doubtlefs 
find fwells in Berlin organs, though he 
was p.ot certain that this improvements 
which was Englifh, had been adopted 
in other places on the continent % for 
Mr. Handel, feveral years ago, had de- 
fired him to defcribe, in writing, the 

manner in which the fweil was pro* 
duced, that he might fend it to a parti- 
cular friend in Berlin, who very much 
wiflied to introduce it there. 

But I enquired in vain of mufical poo- 
pic in t;hat city, whether they knew of 

any^fuch machine, as a fwell, worked 

edals, in any of their organs i no fuch 

H 4 contriv- 
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contrivance had ever been heard of, an4 
it was difficult to explain it* 

At the garrifon church built in 1722, 
.which is an oblong fquare, Supported by 
maflive pillars, there are eight door^, 
and over each there is a black eagle, 
which is the creft of the Pruffian arms, 
taking his flight, towards a golden fun, 
with a thunder-bolt in his talbnsj and 
above, is this inlbriptibn, non foli cedet. 

I found a large organ in this cliurcb^ 
built by Joachim Wagner; it is remark- 
able for compafs, having 50 keys in the 
manuals, and for its number of pipes, 
amounting to 3220; but ftill more fo, 
for the ornaments and machinery of the 
cafe, which are in the old Teutonic tafte 
arid extremely curious. ' ' V ' ' * 

At eadh wing is a kettle drum, which 
is beat by an Angel placed behind it, 
iVhbfe motion the organift regulates by 
a pedal; at the top of the pyramid, or 
middle column of pipes, there are two 

figures. 
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figures, rcprcicnting Fame, ipreading 
their wings, when the drums are beat, 
4in4 r^0og them as iiigh as the top of 
jjie pyramid ; each of thefe figures founds 
a trumpet, and then takes its flight. 

,7here are likewife two funs, which 
move to the found of cymbals, and the 
wind qbjiges them to crofs the clouds ; 
d^iring whlph time, two eagles take 
. their flight, as naturally as if they were 
alive. 

I was much more pleafed with four 
monumental pi(3:ures, which are placed 
in the fame church, than with this eccle* 
fiaftical puppct-fliew. They were pre- 
fents from M. Bernard Rode, hi (lory- 
painter, and member of the royal aca- 
demy, who in 1762, painted them in 
honour of four PruflSan heroes, who fell 
in battle* during the laft war. 

1. Marihal Schwerin, dying, and em- 
bracing Vidory, by whom he is crowned. 

The colours are leaning againft him, 

which 
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which he had in his hand when he wa$ 
flain at the battle of Prague, in 1757 *. 

II. The mooumcat of general Win- 
terfeld^ upon which the hiftorical Mufe 
is feated, and writing his hiftory. 

•III. Mar£hfal Keith> whdfe monument 
Glory is covering with laurels. 

IV. Major Kleift, the celebrated poet, 
killed at Kunnerfdorf, upon whofe urn 
Friendship is weeping. Beneath the mo- 
nument, his fword and lyre are entwined 
in a laurel wreath. 

This evening I had the pleafure of 
being introduced to the acquaintance of 
M. Marpurg, a perfon who had fo long 
laboured in the fame vineyard as myfelf, 
that he was a perfed: judge of the diffi- 
culties I had to encounter. Nothing 
could be more flattering than the manner 
in which he received me. I found hin^ 

> • 

• There is a marble ftatue of this brave ge- 
neral, lately ere&ed at Berlin, in the fquare caNed 

Place Guillaume, where the foldiers are daily exer* 
cifed i an animating fight to military mtn. 

to 
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to be a man of the world 5 poUtCf acceC- 
&hU, and Communicative. Hia mufical 
Writings may juftly be faid to farpafs^ ia 
minxber and utility, thofe of any one 
author who has treated the fubjed. He 
was perhaps the firft German theorift 
that could patiently be read by perlbns 
of taftej fo addicted were former wri- 
ters to prolixity and pedantry. 

This authof) befides the works which 
•I have already mentioned^ p. 89. has 
publiftied five volumes of Effays and 
Diflertations towards t5ic hiftory and 
priaftice of mufic; A Hiftory of An- 
cient Mufic ; and a great number of 
corred cpmpofitions of various kinds, 
Vt>ih vocal and inftrumcntal. ,It is a- 
inisfof^une to mufic, that he has now 
wholly quitted his former ftudies, being 
invefted, by his majefty, with the title of 
^^nfa^llor of war, and the office of di« 
*' ti&or of the royal lottery. . 

His Hiftory of Mufic was intended to 
be general, and to compriie modern times; 
' ^t - ^ and 



t »o8 ] 

0 

^iid he had projected a continuation of 
.Walther's Muiical Didionary, a^d feve-^ 
ral other interefting works to lovers of 
mufic; but he is preveqte^ from^exe<p 
eating thefe 4^i9gDSj by his new office. 

kindly undertook to furnifii me 
with feveral books and papers, of whic^ 

J was in fearch: and offered, in a moft 
obliging manner, to conduct me to fucH 

. perfouiS and things^ as the nature of my 

^ enquiries rendered the moil cflential for 

; me to fee, during my relidence at Berlin. 
: After this vifit, I went hom^ with my 

. guide^ M. Nicolai. . He had provided a 
fmali con9ert of dilettanti, bis friends, with 
whom I fpent a very agreeable evening. 
Wednefday, 30th. T|iis mori^ing was ' 

. £xed upon^ by previous arrangement^ for 
vifiting mademoifelle Schmeling. How 
mach my expectations had been raifed 

. concerning this performer^ th^ reader 
will be enabled to judge, by the follo\v- 

, ing extract of a letter which I had re- 
ceived from a very intelligent mufical 

cor- 
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eorrefpondent, in Germany, before my* 
departure from England. • 

■ At Berlin there it now a German 
opera finger, that afloniihes every one 
who hears her. People who have been 
a long time in Italy, and who have for* 
merly heard Fauftina, Cuzzoni, and 
Aftrua, aiTure me that £be furpafles 
them all. Indeed, when, I heard her 
at Leipfic> two years ago, I was en« 
raptured. I never knew a voice ib 
powerful and fo fw^et, at the fame 
time : ihe could do with it jufl: what 
(he pleafed. She (ings from G to E 
m altijfimot with the greateft eafe and 
force, and both her portamenta di voce, 

*' and her volubility are, in my opinion, 
unrivalled ; but when I heard her, ihe 

*^ £^med to like nothing but difficult 
mufic. She fung at fight, what very 
good* players could not play, at fight, 
on the violin % and nothing was too 
difficult ta her execution, which was 

f eafy and neat. But, after this, fhe rc- 

fined 
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^ fined h6t tdfte, iofomuch that iht wad. 
able to perform the part of Tifie, in 
Hafle's opera, which requires fitnpli- 
city and expreffion, more than volu- 
^ bility of throat and in this ihe pcr^ 
fedly ibcceeded^ a$ Agricola» the 
tranflator of Tofi's j4rie del Canton 
and our beft finging mafter in Ger-* 
many, aflures me. The King of Pru& 
^ fia, a great connoiffeur, was afkiniflied 
<^ at it. Her name is SchmeJingf (he is 
*« about twenty-four years of age, and 
was in England, when a child, where 
(he played the violin i but (he quitted 
that inftrumeut^ and became a finger; 
•* by the advice of Englifli ladies, who 
difliked a female JidlerJ* 
This account had been corroborated 
fince my arrival on the continent, where 
I had been informed that his Pruffian 
majefty was at firft, with difficulty, pre- 
vailed on to hear thadembifelle Schme^ 
ling : " A German finger ? I {hould as 
foon expedt to receive pleafure frpm the 

•* neigh- 
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neighing of my horfc." However, 
after he bad heard her ling one fong^ his 

naajeily is faid to have ibught among bis 
^lanufcript mufic for the moft difficult 
airs in his colleifiioni in order to try her 
powers* as nauch as to gratify his own 
ear 5 but flie executed* at fights what-? 
ever he commanded her to perform, in 
all ftyles, as well as if (he had pra£tifed 
each of thefe compofitii)ps during her 
whole, life. 

Mademoifelle Schmcling received me 
very politely and unafFededly. 1 She is 
fhort* and not handfome, but is far from 
having any thing difagreeable in her coun- 
tenance j on the contrary, there is a 
Arong expreflion of good nature impreflf- 
ed upon it, which renders her addrefs 
very engaging. Her teetli are irregular, 
and projed: too much, yet, altogether, 
her youth apd fmiles taken into the ac- 
count, (he is rather agreeable in face and 
figure. 

I found 
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I found that fhe had JJrefemd her 
Englifh ; indeed ihe fometitue^ wanted 
ivordss but» having learned it very young, 
the pronunciation of thofe which oc- 
curred, was perfedly correft. She was 
fo obliging a6 to flrtg, It my reqiieft^ 
Very foon after my entrance. She be-i- 
gan with a very difBcult aria di bra' 
vura^ by Traetta, which 1 had heard 
before at Mingotti's. She fdhg it ad- 
mirably, and fully anfwered thte gred; 
ideas which I had formed of her abilities, 
in every thing but her Voice, which was 
a little cloudy, 4tid not ijuite fd power- 
ful as I cxpe£led. Hdwever, (he had a 
flight cold and cough, and complained of 
indifpofition : but with all this, her voice 
was fvveetly toned, arid ftie fung pcrfedly 
well in tuhe. She has an excellent (hake, 
a good exptcflion, and a facility of exe- 
cuting and articulating rapid and diffi- 
cult divifions, that is aftoniiliing. 

Her fccond fong was a Larghett^f by 
Schwanenburg, of Brunfwick, which was 

very 
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very pretty in itfelf ; but flie made it 
truly delightful by her taftc and cxprcf- 
fion : (be was by no means lavifh of 
graces* but thofe (he ufed, were perfe(!^« 
ly fuited to the ftyle of the mulic^ and 
idea of the poet 

After this, (he fung an Andante^ in 
the part which ihe had to pradile for 
the enfuing carnival, in Graun's Merope % 
and in this acquitted herfelf with great 
tafte, expreflion, and propriety. 

His Pruffian majefty very feldom re^ 
fides at Berlin, except during thq carni- 
val, which generally commences about 
the middle of December, and terminates 
with the month of January. 

When his majefty and the court arrive 
at Berlin, every day -of the week, except 
Saturday, which is a day of reft> has its 
particular amufements allotted to it, ac- 
cording to the following regulations. 

On Sunday, the Queen has a great 
court. On Monday^ there is an opera. 
luefday, a ridotta, or mafqued ball, in 

Vol, I. I the 
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the opera -houfe. Wednefday^ a French 
play, at the court theatre, ^hurfday^ the 

\ princefs doi^ager has a drawing-rooms 
and on Fridayy there is another opera. 

At other times, his majefty's ufual r^^- 
fidence is at Sans-^Souci, a palace ntar 
Potfdam» five German miles from Ber- 
lin, where )ie is attended by his muficians 
in ordinary, who are there in monthly 
waiting, by turns. * 

The celebrity of his majefty 's perform- 
ance on the German flute, had long ex- 
cited in me a ftrong defire to hear him play, 
and I had now, in concert with fev^ral 
friends^ taken the mod likely meafuros 
for gratifying that wifl). I was fprnifh- 
with letters to feveral perfbns of dif- 
tin^ion at Potfdam^ who were entreated 

. to ufe their utmoft endqavours to procure 
me the honour of being admitted into 
the royal apartments, at Sans-Souci, dat- 
ing the performalnee of his msyelly's 
ufual evening concert. > 

As 
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As the court was now at Sans-Souci, 
land feveral of the mod eqiinent tnuQ- 
cians of the King's band were there in 
waitiag, I was impatient to go thither, 
ip hopes of fatisfying my curiofity rela- 
tive to his majefty's mufical abilities. I 
therefore fct ofi* for Potrdana this morq- 
ing, immediately after quitting inade- 
moifelle Schqieling, and taking leave of 
q^y worthy friend, M. Nicola;, who, un- 
luckily for me, was going to Leipiic 
fair; which I regarded as a real lofs to 
n^yfelf, for his knowledge of muiic, apd 
xnu^c^l people, joined to his zeal for ix^y 
Service, rendered hio^ a moC^ agreeable 
apd ufeful acquaintance. 

POTSDAM. 

Thp road from Berlin hither, is 
through a deep running fand, like the ^ 
worfi parts of Norfolk and Suffolk, where 
there are no turnpikes, till within a few 
ipilesof the town ; and then it is through 
^ wild foreft fir-trees, with lakes frp- 

l z quently 
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quently in fight. Upon a nearer ap- 
proach, there is a fine opening on the 
left hand, to a very large piece of water, 
and a beautiful view of the town» in 
which three towers, of the fame fize and 
fliape, only appear, but thefe are ele- 
gant. The reft of the way is through a 
wood, cut into walks and rides, which 
interfed each other, and lead to different 
towns and villas. 

The examination at the gates of this 
city, is the moft minute and .curious, 
both in going in, and out, which I have 
ever experienced in my travels ; it could 
not be more rigorous at the poftern of a 
town befieged. Name, character, whence, 
where, when, to whom recommended, 
" bufinefs, ftay, and fcveral other particu- 
lars, were demanded, to which the an- 
fwers were all written down. ' 

However, a ftranger, upon his entrance 
into this city, is niade fome amends, by 
the variety and fplendor of new objedts, 
for the bad road, and difficulty of ad- 

miffion. 
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mi(£on» which he has previouily eocoun* 
tered. 

The ftreets are the moft regularly beau- 
tiful which I ever remember to have feen; 
the houfes all feem to be built of white 
flonc, though they are only of brick, 
iluccoed over, in imitation of ftone. A 
canal, fupplied by the river Havel, runs 
through the middle of the town, which 
is iituated on an iiland, called the Werder 
of Potfclam, which implies an^ ijland in a 
river. This ifland is four German miles 
in circumference : the approach to Potf> 
dam is over a very wide piece of water, 
by a ftone bridge. 

The number of houfes in this city has 
been very much encreafed during the 
reign of his prefent majefty, and that of 
his father. At the beginning of this cen- 
tury, there were only two hundred houfes, 
and at prefent there are at leaft two thou** 
fand, and feventeen thoufand inhabitants, 
excluiive of the military, which amount 
to ajbout eight thoufand men« 

I 3 Four 
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Fduf battalions of fddt guards, with 
the fquadron of life guards, and iht 
regiment of the prince of Pruffia, com- 
pofe the conftant gafrifon of Potfd^itil. 
The uniform of the firfl battalion of foot-*, 
guards, is blue, embroidered with filver,^ 
and turned up with red ; the waiftcoats 
are of pale yello# ; the hats, which are 
e:xtretBely large, have a very broad filve( 
lacci in imitation of point d^e/pagne, 
iand are cocked in the old Kevenhuller 
fa(hion» which, added to huge bla<:k 
whiikers, give the men a moft formid- 
able appearance. The fourth battalion, 
called the Leflewitz battalion, is formed of 
the remains of the late king's ttiU gre- 
nadiers. 

The fquares, public buildings, and; 
houfes of individuals, in this city, arc 
elegant and noble. The architedurb of 
Palladiot in the Venetian ilate, is here 
very frequently and fuccefsfully copied. 
His majefty's prefent pallion is for archi- 
tediire, in which he is faid tb expend 

200,000 L 
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doojoool. fieri, a year. Potfdam is al- 
moft entirely new built, from his own de- 
figns, befides his new palace, near Sans« 
Souci> and innumerable houres and palaces 
in Berlin, conilru^^ed (ince the lad war. 
Whenever a citizen is about building a 
houfe, either in his capital, or at Potf« 
danii bis majefty furni(hes the de(ign, and 
is at the expence of building the front. 

The inftant I arrived at Potfdam, I 
went to M* Benda, in hopes of feeing 
faim before his duty called him to the 
king's concert i but he was already gone 
thither, and I was told that the perform-* 
atlce was begun, fo that there was no 
poflibility of my hearing his majeAy that 
.evening. It was now near fcven o'clock, 
imd rather late for a firft vifit, to a great 
perfonage *, however, time was fo pre- 
cious, that I could not be exafl in ob« 
ferving forms ^ in defiance of which, I 
ventured to wait upoa lord Marihal, to 
whom Mr. Harris had kindly honoured 
me with a letter, 

I 4 Hi& 
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His lordihip lives in a neat fmall 
Jioufe, in the fuburbs^ built for him by 
the king, as the coachman, unafked, in* 
formed me. The porter, an honed Scotf- 
man, afked immediately if I fpoke Eng- 
lidi, and told me that his lord was at 
home, but in his night-gpwn. I ac* 
quainted him with the letter which I had 
to deliver, lent in my name, and faid if my 
vifit would at all incommode his lord* 
ihip, I would return in the morning. 
The porter foon came baclf, and defired 
me to walk in* 

I was inftantly condui^ed to my lord; 
it was fo dark that; 1 could hardly fee 
him. He deiired me to fit down, with 
a* very benevolent tone of voice, in a 
Scots accent. 1 prefented to him my 
letter, and acquainted him ;hat I was 
extremely preiTed in tim<?, or (hould not 
have broke in upon his lordihip at fo late 
an hour : he faid he was glad to fee me 
^t any time. When lights were brought 
iPi I was as much pleafed with his fac^^ 

a$ 
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%B I bad' been before by bis voice $ it is 

the mod pleafingt elegaoti and benign 

that can be imagined* 

I continued with his lordihip three 

honts, during which time he entertained 

me with a great number of anecdotes^ 

many of which related to mulic. When 

he had periifcd Mr* Harris's letter, in 

* 

vrhicb mention was made of my Italian 
tour, and the tranflation of it into Ger- 
maot he told me, that be had ceafed to 
go to court on account of his age, though 
the king frequently told him, that he 
kept a cover for him conftantly at his 
table but he would fend what I had in 
German of my book*, and my plan, to 
his majcfty, in the morning. His lord- 

* At this time I was in pofTeffion of only a few 

loofe ihcets of the German tranflation of my former 
toar, which has fince been publiihed at Hamburg, 

under the title of, ^uxt\r)eif6)ti ^ogeBiic^ iimt 

Q)?ufiFii(ifd)cn 9\cifeDurd) granfrcicl) iinD 3f alien/ 
au6 bm iStiglifd^en ubec fei^t Don & &tim9f 



ihip did tnt the hbaour 6f itifiting hie 
t6 dihe with him kt twtift t'cl^tk tfa^ . 
next day, and informed me of whatever 
.was beft worth feeing at Potfdam and 
Sans-Souci ; as to mufic, he faid, that 
I Wa^ unfortunate ih being addi^efled to 
hiiHy for he was fuch ^ Goth, as nti*« 
ther to know any thing of it, nor to liktf 
any nfiufit, but that of his own coun-i 
fry bagpipes. On this occafion, he wa$ 
Very pleafant upon himfelf : here enfued 
a difcuffion of Scots mufic, and Erfe poe-» 
try; after which, his lordfhip faid, but 
left you fliould think tftfe tOd inffenfibJe 
to thfe power 6f found, I muft tell yotr, 
that I have made a collection of national 
tunes of almoft all the countries on the 
globe, which I believe \ can flicw you." 
After a fearch, made by himfelf, the book 
in which thefe tunes were written^ was 
found, and I was made tofing the whole 
tolle<aion through, without an inftru^ 
ment i during which time, he had an 
anecdote for every tune. When I had 

done. 
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4one, his lordihip kindly wrote down a 
]ifl of all fuch tunes as had pleafed me 
moft by ithcir oddity and Originality, ot 
t^hich he protDifed tne copies^ and thea 

ordered a Scots piper^ one of his domel^ 
tics, to play to me fome Spani(h and Scots 
tunes, which wtrt ttot in the colleftioni 
^ but ^lay them in the garden, fays he^ 
for thefe fine Italianifed folks cannot 
bear our rude muiic near their delicate 
ears." 

The convtefatlon aft6rw^rdd turned 
tipbn ^trench mufict aild the (^otnparative 
merit of that and the Italian, upon which 
fubjeit his lord£hip told me a Ilory, that 
very touch fefethbled one related by 
Roufleau, in his Lettre fur la mujiqui 

A young Greek lady being brought 
from her own country to Paris, fome 
years fince, was, foon after her arrival 
in that city, carried to the opera by fome 
ii^'rench ladies, fuppofing, as (he had never 
Itieard any European mufic, that fhe 

would 
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vould be in raptures at it ; but, contrary 

to thefe cxp€<Stations» (be declared,-. Jthat 
the Ijnging only reminded her of the 
hideous howlings of the Galmuc Tartars ; 
2nd as to- the machinery, which it was 
thought would a^ord her great amufe- 
nxent» (he declared hor diflike of many 
Jparts of it, and was particularly fcanda- 
Ijzed, by what ibe called, the impious and 
wicked inaitation of God's thunder. Sooa 
after this experiment, £he went to Venice, 
where another was made upon her uncor- 
rupted efirs, at an Italian opera, in which 
the famous Gizziello fupg ; at whofe per- 
formance Ihe was quite diiTolved in plea* 
fure, and was ever after paffionately fond 
of Italian mufic. 

Upon mentioning this flory to an ex- 
cellent judge of muiic and of human na- 
ture, who had been at Paris when M. de 
Bougainville brought thither a native of 
the new difcovered iiland of Otaheite, he 
told me, that the effedls of French mufic 
had been fairly tried upon Putaveri im- 
mediately 
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mediately on his arrival. I wi(h," 
faid my friend, you had been there^ 
to have obferved with me, what a 
ftrange impreffion the French opera 
<^ made upon him ; as foon as he returned 
to his lodgings, he mimicked what 
he had heard, in the moft natural and 
^' ridiculous manner imaginable ; this he 
would repeat only when he was in 
good humour ; but as it was jult be- 
fore his departure that I faw him, he 
• was melancholy, and would not dance» 
however entreated. I propofed to fend 
for muiic, and one of the fervants was 
" ordered to play on his bad fiddle juft 
" without the door of the room ; upon 
hearing this, Putaveri fuddenly fprang 
*^ up, and feizing two of the candle- 
fticks, placed them on the floor, and 
*• danced his own country dance ; after 
*' this, he gave the company a fpccimcn 
of the French opera, which was the 
mod natural and admirable parody 
•* that I have ever heard, and accom- 

panied 
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^ panied with all its proper geftures, i 
wi(h^d this tiipe . to try the power 
oS Italian mafic upon him; but (here 
wjis no opportunity, for how could. it 
be properly e^cecuted at Paris 
Among the anecdotes relatiye tp the 
Aninge efieds pf mnfic, which were 
given to me by Iprd Marih^l, he told me 
of 1^ Highlander, who always cried, upon 
bearing a certain flow ^cots tune, played 
on the bagpipe. General whofe fcr^ 
vant he was» ftole into his ropm Qx^e nighty 
when he was fail aileep, and playing the 
fame tune to him very fbftly, on the Ger* 
man flute, the fellow, without w^kjng^ 
cried like is^ child, 

His lordihip next confirmed tp me 
the a^;count of the Maladie du Pais, or 
home-ficknefs being brought on by the 
tune^ called the tUns de Vache^ if \^^^x^ 
by any of the 3wif^ trgops in foreign 
fervice. Five foldiers at Valadolid^ in 
Spain, who had hearid one of their coun- 
trymen play this jtune^ on the top of the 

fteeple* 
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fieeple* were all fdzed with tbit 
temper, wad obliged to be feat home. 

An cffed: which can only be accoqnted 
for by reminifcencc of former liberty and 
itappinefty in their native coQatr]r« 

The Tarantula ftory, hia loidfliip 
lowed to be all a lye, as tp the muiical 
cure ; but not the bite, which was to his 
knowledge certain ; however, fome of the 
inhabitants of Apulia had conf^fTed to 
him, that the only falutary cffc&. of mii- 
&Cs vm to keep the patient Awake» as 
deep waa ufiAally fatal, if indulged be- 
fose the poiibn is extracted* 

I had frequently been told by pcrfons 
who wer^ well acquainted with lord 
Mtrdial many years ago, that; his cha- 
ra^er approached nearer to perfedion, 
than that of any gther human being; 
and this became, now my own opinion. 
It was with great reludance that I quitted 
him, in order to return to my inn ; he 
had attached me a$ much during this 
viiit of three hours, by his ibciable, 
8 enter- 
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entertaining^ eafy, and benevolent hian-* 
aer, as any one elfe had ever done in as 
many years* 

Thurfday, O^ober ift. My firft vifit 
this morning was to M. Benda, whom 
I found to be a plain^ obliging, feniible 
man, and poiTeired of all the modefly 
of a truly great genius. I was furnifhed 
with a letter to him from Mr« Giardini, 
with whofe remembrance he . appeared 
to be much pleafed, and faid, that 
though it was more than twenty years 
iince he had feen or heard him, he had 
not forgot his fine tone, fo remarkably 
clear, full, and fweet and added, that 
he (hould always retain a precife and 
pleaiing idea of his graceful manner 
of playing, of his fancy in extempore 
cadences, and facility in executing what<- 
ever was pofiiUe to be performed on the 
violin. 

Mr. Giardini, in his letter, had defired 
M. Benda to indulge me with the plea** 
fure of hearing him perform $ when he 

read 
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TCf^^ bis requeft) he i^ook his head, and 
(aid, quails eram, I have ceafed 

tQ .pl^y y^j/ijj even to the king my 
** matter, thcfe five years j however, fuch 
If ^$ tlicy ^re, you (hall hear pay feeble 

endeavours to oblige you." 

He perforn:ied to mc an admirable folo, 

tpf his own comppfitipp, con fordino\ his 
li^pd, he faid, . vva^nt^qd -force .fufficicnt to 
|)lay without, yhc. gout has long en- 
ffebled his fing.efs ; .however, .there are 
remains of a grqat hand, though I 
4iii9Xi inclined to fnppofe him.to have been 
jt»9fje,rmarkable ^t.all times.for his feel- 
ing than his force. His ftyle is fo truly 
4:Mtabik, that icarce a paiTage can be 
iound.in his ^ompoiitions, which it is 
.not in the power of the human voice to 
fing; and he is fo very affefting a player, 
ib Irttly pathetic in an Adagio^ that 
feverai able profeflbrs have afTured me 
he has frequently drawn tears from 
them in perfpfming one. How he ac- 
VoL. IL K quired 
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quired this ftyle of writiog and playing; 
it may be of fome ufe to muiical ftodents 
to trace and develope : the produdtrons 
and performance of this mafler are indeed 
fo truly original and pleafing, that I hope 
every lover of mufic, among my readers, 
will excufe me if I here infert a fketch 
of his life, the principal incidents of 
which I obtained from himfelf, during 
my vtfit the reft are extraAed from a 
printed account of him, publiihed at 
Leipfic, 1766, in a work which was then 
carried on by M. Hiller, under the title 
of Weekly Intelligence^ and Obfervatiom 
concerning Mujic*. 

Francis Benda was born at Alt fie- 
natky» in Bohemia,-^ 1709. He was 
brought up in the choir at Neubenatky, 
as a finging boy. At nine years old, he 
was conduced to Prague, by one of his 
relations, and employed at the church of 

^ ^lacfjn'cfjfen un& SInmerfungen t)ie OTJufif 

bCtreif'-'tlD. 4to, This publication, whicb was be- 
gun in 1766, continued uU 1769. 
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the Benedidines, as a Joprano. Soon 
after this, his voice became fo excellent, 
that he was enticed away to Drefden, 
without the confent of the Benedidines, 
in order to fing in the Eledlor of Saxony's 
chapel. After continuing a year and half 
in this fervice^ he ran away with a lighter- 
man, intending to return to his friends i 
but in going with him up the Elbe, he 
^as ftopt at Pirna, and carried back to 
Drefden; however, not being ufed to the 
water, and the night before having been 
very cold, he loft his treble voice. 

This misfortune immediately removed 
the diiEculty of obtaining his difmillion: 
he now found himfelf at full liberty to go 
whither he pleafed 5 and, returning to his 
parents, they were much perplexed what 
to do with him : but, at the performance 
of the Eafter mufic, he was perfuaded to 
attempt a contralto part in the church. 
At firft, his voice' was coarfe, but it very 
foon grew fo much better, that the fame- 
afternoon M. Benda found himfelf able 

K a to 
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to fing the counter-tenor, as well as he 
had formcly done ih&foprano. 

Having • difcoifcrcd -his 'n*W voice, he 

Vent to Pragae, where he was engaged 
at the Jcfuit's fcminary, though there 
were already fix countcr-teftors in 'thut 
fervice. But'his maAhet'of firtging, to- 
gether' with his having ^rformed in the 
chapel-royal at Drefdea, were two co- 
gent reafons for his being w^n* received. 

In 172;, Bentla was one- of the -cho- 
rus finger's in tbe-mufic perfornaed in the 
^ Prague, on occafion of the Emperor 
' Charles the fixth being crowned 4ing 
of Bohemia. An event Which forms, 
a very important aera in the life of 
this eminent mulician, who had now 
attained his fifteenth year. He confeffed 
to me, that the excellcut finging "whith 
he then heard, was of the utmoft ufe to 
him in his future ftudies, and particularly 
•the performance of Gaetano Orfini, a 
contralto, with ^Vhich he 'was beyond 
- meafure aflfciftcd. Soon jifter this folem- 

. nity 
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mty was over» a drama was performed, 
tJiiQ Jefuit's college, by yoi^ag Bohe- 
mian noblemci), ia wh^igb mufic was in- 
troduccd; i|( was compofcd by tli,e fa- 
mous Zckakaj^ tljie.Kijjig of P9jiaad's cha,- 
pel mailer. 

: Benda, with another defcanter of the 
Kreuzhern» and Italiad, with a bafe 
voice, were the Aggers employed on this 
occ^Aoa : three airs were givea to each 
of tji^m, but Benda ^as fo fuperior to 
the rcft> that he not only acquired great 
appUufc by his performance, but a new 
appointment, with a large falary, at thc^ 
Kreuzhern convent ; which being ex^ 
tremely rich, and appropriated to the re* 
ccption of the nobility who devote them- 
felves to the defence of the chriftian re- 

» M • ■ 

ligion againft the Turks, is regarded by 
mijiicians at Prague, as the poft of honour. 

Herp hp firft applied bimfelf to com- 
pofition, an4 fet to muQc the Sa/ve Re- 
giUQ, twice ; once accompanied by the oj- 
^an only, and once by two violins. Hea- 

K 3 ^ yen • 
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vch knows, fays Benda, how many of 
the rule$ of counterpoint were broken in 
this attempt ! not long after this, he loft 
his counter-tenor voice, and was again 
obliged to return to his friends at Be^ 
najtki. 

Being now deprived of all hope of 
gaining a livelihood by finging, and un- 
able to bear the thoughts of becoming a 
burden to his relations, he applied him- 
felf ferioufly to. the violin, upon which 
he had made a beginning, but he knows 
not when, nor under what mafter. It 
muft, however, have been early in his 
life, as he was remembered to play the 
tenor, in the concerts performed by the 
finging boys at Drefden, and to work 
hard on the violin, at Vivaldi's con- 

* • * - • 

certos. 

After loiinghis voice, he had no pt;her 
means of turning his mpfical talents to 
account, than by playing dances about 
the country with a company of iiroUing 
Jews i in which, hQ.\veyer, there was a 

bUn4 
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tlind Hebrew, of the name of Lobel, who 
in his way, was an extraordinary player. 
He drew a good tone from his inftrumenr, 
and compofed his own pieces, which 
were wild, but pretty : fomc of his 
dances went up to A in altijjimo ; how- 
ever, he played them with' the utmod 
purity and neatnefs. 

. The performance of this man excited 
in Beiida fo much jealoufy, that he re- 
.doubled his diligence in trying to equal 
him i and not to be inferior in any 
part of his trade, he composed danpes 
for his own hand, which were far from 
eafy. He often fpeaks of his obligations 
to the old Jew for Simulating him to ex- 
cel on the violin. 

After ftrolling about in this manner, 
for jfome time, he ihut himfelf up in a 
garret at Prague, where he praftifed two 
things, mufic, and temperance : here he 
obtained a few leflbne from Konyczek, 
iriolinift to prince Lobkowitz, by which 
jhe qualified himfelf for the fervice of ^ 

K 4 juoble- 
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nobleman, with whom he travelled to 
Vienna : here he was transferred to a 
new patron, count Uhlefdd, With whoM 
he had freq^ueatly the advantage of hear- 
ing the famous Francifchello, who taught 
the count, and of playing trios with thi^ 
great mufician and his fcholar*. 

When he quitted this fervice, he tra* 
veiled on foot to Breflau, with three Other 
piuficians, who afterv/ards became ver^ 
eminent. Theft were M. H8ckh, thfe 
prefent chapel-raafter to the princfe of 
Zerbft, the late M. Weidner, and M. 
Gzarth, formerly in the Pruffian fervice, 
but now at Manheim. 

♦ 

* Francifchello, was the moft exquidte, perfor* 
filer on the bafe-vipl of his time. Geminiani relatr 
,ed of him, that in accompanying Nicolihi, at Rome, 
in. ai eiilt^ta compbfi^ by Alefiandro ScaHatti, for 
,tbe violoncello, the author, who was at the harp- 
fichord, would not believe that a mortal could play 
(o divinely ; but faid, that it was an angel who had 
alTuAi^ tHe figure 6f Franciibh^Iky; • fo far did his 
perforinance furpafs all that Scarlatti had conceived 
in compofing the cants^ta, or iniagined po&ble 
'for jtnan ncpre/H. 

- After 
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Afer flaying a fliort time at Breflau, 
tftfefe fotif adVeriturers fef off in the ^Ifftv^ 
^tt^I^nror coimtton wagon, for War- 
{^v^. Within four miles of this capital 
of Poland, they found, in a foreft, a 
t^cfl-fbrniftid portmanteau; afnd, after 
trying, in vain, to difcovcr the owner of 
itf they divided the contents among thein^- 
felves. By this partition, a coat luckily 
to the /hare of Benda, pf which he 
was in great Want, and which fitted him 
as well as if it had been made by a Faris 
taylor; • 

• feeing arrived at Warfaw, they took 
|K)irefIidli of an apmtnent in the old 
Caffimir palace^ which, for fifty years 
before, had had no other inhabitants than 
rooks and jackdaws : none of the primi- 
titfe faints, ever pradlifed the virtue of ab- 
ftinence more rigidly than thefe four 
young finners did now, though guefts of 
a royal palace ; without a plan of future 
cottdbd, without nloney, and without 
frieflds, their hiiads had as yetfurniflied no 

em- 
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emplaytncnt for their hands, but that of 

amusing themfelves on their feveral in* 
ftruments in their retirement ; fo that 
chey pradifed inceflantly. During this 
time the palace was iuppofed to be haunt- 
ed, but by what kind of fpirits, none of 
the neighbours had the courage to exa- 
mine ; till the Staroft Suchaczewfki, Sza- 
jiiaw/ki, being told that the ghofts were 
mufical, was fuii^ciently intrepid to wilh 
to hear them, and being pleafed with 
their performance, he engaged them ifi 
his fervice. 

It is a rule in Poland, when a noble-^ 
man has more than four mufici^ns in his 
fervicc, to appoint a maejiro di capella 
over them ; and as the band of the Sta- 
roft Suchaczewiky npw confifted of nine 
performers, this honourable ofi;ce was 
conferred upon Benda by his new patron. 

Our hero remained at Warfaw two or 
three years, after which, returning to 
Germany, he was a ihort tinqie employed 
in the Elector of Saxony's chapel at Dref- 

dcni 
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den during which period, he received 
a letter from M. Quantz, inviting him to 
enter into the fervice of the prince of 
Pruilia, at Ruppin, where his prefent 
majeily ufually relided before his accef* 
fion to the throne. 

It was by fteahh, that this prince ia- 
dulged his pafiion for oiuiic, during the 
life of his father^ the late king» who had 
forbid him, not only to ftudy and prac- 
tife mufic, but to hear it. M. Quantz 
told me afterwards, that it was the late 
queen mother, who at this time en- 
couraged the prince in his favourite 
amufement, and who engaged muficians 
for bis fervice ; but fo neceiTary was fe- 
crecy in all thefe negociatians, that if . 
the king his father had difcovered that 
he was difobeyed, all thefe fons of Apollo 
would have incurred the danger of being 
hanged. The prince frequently took 
occaiion, to meet his mulicians a hunt- 
ing, and had his concerts either in a fo- 
reft pr xavern. 

IVI. Benda 
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M. Benda,.who entered into the fcrvicV 
of the prince of Pruffia, in 1732, found 
ikcady witli his royal highnefs the two 
Graans, wkh v\^hom be ftadied^ and hotm 
v^hom he confefles to have received fignal 
fervices, as well as froai M. Quantz. 
. He ftill leads the band at the great 
opera, where he is ' fccanded by his bro- 
ther Jofeph 5 and he can boaft of having 
had the honour of accompanying his ma- 
jefty, during the forty years he has been 
in his fervice, in near 50^000 different 
concerts. 

The father of M. Benda was a linen 
manufadurer, but not lefs mufical than 
other Bohemians, his countrymen ; for 
he played a little on feveral inftrantents, 
particularly the hautbois, bagpipe, and 
dulcimer. In 1742, being the fccond 
year of his prefcnt majcfty's reign, M. 
Benda had the fatisfadioa of bringiag 
his parents to Berlin, and of eftablifhing 
them there, under his roof. In 1756, 
this venerable pair celebrated the J^od)^ 
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%tit 3«I^iI*Ulll; or marriage jubilee, ufually 
(biemnized in Gerp:iany, by perlbns who 
have lived together in wedlock, Jlfty 
years* 

M. Benda has two £ons, both .able 
'itiulicians i his three brothers all applied 
Jthemfelves to muficy in confequcncc of 
'his fuccefs. rjohn, the eldeft, whofe in- 
ilrument was ,tbe violiru died in the fer-* 
vice of his Pruffian majefiy ; George, the 
fecond brother, is at prefent an eminent 
chapcl-mafter, and elegant compofer in 
-the ier vice of the duke of Saxe-Gotha; 
and Jofeph, - the third, is one of his 
'Pruflian majefty's band. 

A word more, Cdncerning the mufical 
abilities of the .worthy concert-mafter, 
- Francis, (hall terminate this long article. 
His ftyle is not that of Tartini, Semis, 
Vcracini, nor that of the head of any 
-on&fcbool or mufical feft, of which . I 
have the lead knowledge : it is his own, 
and formed from that model which 
'(hould be ever ftudied by all inftrumen- 
tal performers, good Jinging^ 
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When I quitted M. Benda, I waited 
on Col. Quintus Icilius *, to whom I 
was honoured with letters ; he is mem- 
ber of the royal academy of fciences, au- 
thor of a celebrated treatife, written in 
French, upon the military art of the an- 
cients, and a great colledor of Firtu; 
he is a connoijfeur in all the arts, except 
mufic ; and has a well-chofen library, 
in which I found feveral fcarce and cu- 
rious books. 

After this I had the honour to vifit 
Col. de Forcade, to whom I had likewife 
letters. I had been recommended to 
this gentleman, who is court-marihaj, 

* This officer's original name i§ Guichard, and 
that of Quintus Icilius, only his Norn de Guerre^ 
given to him, in pleafantry, by his majeily, who 
when he conferred upon him a command in a re« 
giment, haftily raifed and colledted from the 
refufe of all nations, during the heat of the laft 
' war, honoured him with the appellation of the 
commander of Casfar's tenth legion, a name which 
has ilnce been adopted by the whole Pru0iaa 
aation, 

with 
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with a view to his doing me the honour 
of prefenting me to his royal highncfs, 
the prince of Pruffia, to whom I -had 
been charged with a parcel of books 
from England. • 

It was now twelve o'clock, the gene- 
ral hour for dining ait Potfdam ; at my 
lord Marfhal'sj I was fo fortunate as to 
fee and converfe with the Grecian lady, 
who had been Co offended witli French 
mafic, and fo pleaifed with Italian,' upoii 
her firft arrival in Europe.* The-dinner 
was quite Englifli, and the converfatioa 
of hiS' lordfliip was entertaining to a very 
uncommon degree. 

After dinner I went to fee the king's 

new palace, &ai? JlCUe ©C^lO^/ built fincc 
the laft war. The ground on which it 
is eredled, was a morafs eight years ago, 
as was the whole country round it, 
which is a dead flat, and ilill very nake 
and barren; it was however in confe- 
quence of the rapidity with which this 
palace was conftru£ted, and the face of 

the 

8 
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Ac . country jqhapged, that ,f jGjsrfiiaii, 
V?it. i4i4,: itj^nftft l?p aJlowCid, ,tB^t bis 

« belieyes ppflc.;' , • . . • , 

^ It is not my defiga to giyp fuj^^pute de- 
fcription:pf this .roperb palaqs^ J i})all 
oaly;obfq^vc,.ia>gqijer^,,th^t it aj^g^rcd 
.mpf; the mp|l^eleg^n;tiW^ per- 
fe<a, which I, hoA fe^?i/ia Eu^J^pe^ t}It,48 
conftripdied, as wdjl;^ (flic# 9f ^fqjagr 

4naj|ef^)^'& own.jd^A^s ^ , the front is d.e- 
corafcqd,^ with rfl«ted j)il^€^s, of ^|^e Cp- 
riathiaA. or4er,,.l?efpi;e e^ch pf which 
there is a ftatue ; thefe .pilia^s are ,of ja, 
pale yellow colQor^ .and Jihe^reft .9f ,ihe 
wall in imitation of red. brick. A gupola 
.appeairS abpve the pediiperit, upon lyhich 
are^placed on a h^gh pedeftal, ^tlxe threje 
" Graces ; and the ftatues and groupes 
of figures which embelUfti the Attic ftory, 
and the baluftrades, arc .fcarcely .to be 
numbered. 
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The apartments are fitted up with the 
utmoft magnificence and tafte. There is 
^JUiieof rooms appropriated to almofl 
every branch of the royal family. Thofe 
of the king, of his lifter princefs Ame^ 
lia, and the prince of PrUffia, are the • 
moft fplehdid. In each of thefe apart- 
ments, there is a room dedicated tb mufic, 
fiirnifhed with books, deiks, a harpfi- 
cVordj and Other inftruments. 

His majefly's ^ncert room is orna- 
mented with glaffes of an immenfe fize, 
and with fculpture, partly gilt, and 
partly of the moft beautiful green var- 
nilh, by Martin of Paris : the whole 
furniture and ornaments of this room, 
are in a moft refined and cxquifitc tafte. 
There is ^piano forte mi^s bySilbermann 
of Neuberg, beautifully varniAed and 
cmbellifhed j and a tortoife-lhell dcfk 
for his majefty's ufe, moft richly and 
elegantly inlaid with filver ; on the ta- 
ble lay a catalogue of concertos for the 

Vol. IJ. l 
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new palace, and a book of manufcript 
Solfeggi, as his majefty calls them, or 
preludes, compofed of difficult divifions. 
and paiTages for the exercifc of the hand» 
as the vocal Solfeggi are for the throat. His 
majefty has books of this kind, for the 
ufe of his flute, in the muiic room of 
every one of his palaces. 

In another apartment, there is a moft 
magnificent harpfichord, made by Shudi». 
in England; the hinges, pedals, and 
frame are of fllver, the cafe is inlaid,., 
and the front is of tortoife-fliell.i this 
inftrument which coft 200 guineas^ was 
fent to Hamburg by fea, and from thence 
to Potfdam, up the Clb and the Havel^ 
which, I was told, had injured it fo much, 
that it has been ufelefs ever fince ; how- 
ever, it is natural to fuppofe, that fome . 
^ jealoufy may have been excited by it, 
and that it has not had quite fair play from 
thofe employed to repair it ; for I never 
heard of any one of the great number of 
barpiichords, which are annually fent 

from 
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from England to the Ead: and Weft In- 
dies by fea, receiving fo much damage 
as this is faid to have done, in a much 
fhorter paflage. And now I am upon the 
fubjedl of mufical inftruments, I muft 
obferve, that the Germans work much 
better out of their own country, than they 
do in it, if we may judge by ihcharpji^ 
chords of Kirkman and Shudi ; the piana 
fortes of Backers ; and the organs of 
Snetzler; which far furpafs, in goodnefs# 
all the keyed inftruments that I met with^ 
in my tour through Germany. 

But to return to his Pruflian majefty's 
new palace : in every apartment through 
which I was conduced, there appeared 
a ftudied elegance and delicacy in the 
furniture, which 1 had never met with 
before ; the tafte, indeed, is rather that 
of France than Italy i however, it is the 
beft of the kind, and includes both ele- 
gance -and convenience. The hall, called 
the Marble Gallery is truly fuperb, and 
Worthy of royalty ; it is extremely fpa^ 

L 2 cious. 
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cious, and lofty, and is totally encrufted 
with red fpotted marble, called Red Caro^ 
Jiniy mixed with white Italian marble. The 
pavement likewife is of white marble, and 
the ceiling is ornamented with three large 
pictures, in guilt flucco frames, painted 

by Rode, the fubjeds of which, are 

mormngi noon, and flight. 

Though his majefty's principal collec- 
tion of painting, is in the pifture-gal- 
lery at Sans-Souci, yet there are two or 
three rooms in the new palace, very rich 
in works of capital Italian mafters ; but 
it is out of my province to enumerate 
thefe J and for the coftly gold and filver 
hangings; the exquifitcly varnilhed wainf- 
cots J rich cielings, or Mofaic floors, they 
are not to be defcribed. 

Qppofite to the great front of this pa- 
lace, there are two elegant buildings of 
white ftone, joined together, by a fupcrb 
fen^i-circular coionadeof fluted pillars, of 
the Corinthian order. Thefe buildings 
are called. The Great Commons ; in the 

lov^rer 
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lower part of which, are the kitcheqs, 

« 

cellars, and pther offices 5 and in the upp^r 
ftories, lodging-rooms for the king's bitten- 
dants, and for foreigners of diftindtion. 
At the front of each building there is a 
double circular efcalier^ which leads to 
a colonade of infulated and fluted Co- 
' rinthian pillars, which fupport a pedi- 
meht^ ornamented with ftatues : at each 
wing, is placed a fmall tower, with a 
cupola. The idea of thefe buildings, is 
taken from the jruin^of Palofiyra ; indeed 
rhis.Pruffian majefty has made as frequent 
ufe of the remains of Athens^ Palmyra, 
and Balbec, in the temples, ruins, and 
other buildings, in his gardens asi^^he has 
at Potfdam, of th^ defigns of Palladio, 
Sanfovino, and Scamozzi. 

There were innumerable curfofities of 
various kinds, in and about this palace, 
which merited a minute examination ^ 
but I was obliged to haften away, in or- 
der to be prefent at his majefty's evening 
jponcort, ai Sans-Sooci. I was carried 
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thither between five and fix o^clock iix 
the evening, by an officer of the houfrf 
hold, a privileged perfon, -otherv^ife it 
would have been impoffible for a ftr^ger, 
like myfelf, to gain admiffion into a pa-? 
lace where the king reiides y and even 
with rny well-known guide, I underwent 
a feveje examination, not. only at ^oing 
out of the gates Potldaai, but ^t every 
door of the , palace, When we arrived 
at the veftibule, we were met by de 
;Catt, le(3;ure]| to his majefty,^ and mem-; 
her of the royal academy, to whom J 
had been furnifhed with a letter, who 
very politely attended my condudlcr and 
me the whole evening. . 

I was carried to one of the interior 

4 • ' • 

apartments of the palace, in which the 
gentlemen of the king s band were wait- 
ing : fpr his conamands. This apart'- 
ment was contiguous to the concert-room, 
where I could diflin^tly hear his majefly 

pradlifing Solfeggi on the flute, and exer- 
fcifing himfel£ in di^ult paflages^ previ* 

ou^ 
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ous to his calling in the hand. Here I 
met with M. Benda, who was fo oblig* 
ing as to introduce me to M. Quantz, 

The figure of this Veteran mufician, 
is of an uncommon fize : 

The fon of Hercules he juftly feemSy 

By his^xoad fhoulders, and gigantic limbs; 

aild he appears to enjoy an uncommon 
portion of health and vigour, for a per- 
fon arrived at his 76th year. We foon be- 
gan a mufical converfation j he told me, 
that his majefty and fcholar played no 
other concertos than thofe which he had 
exprefly compofed for his ufe, which 
amounted to 300, and thefe he perform- 
ed in rotation. This exclufive attach- 
ment to the produdions of his old mafter, 
may appear fomewhat contradled ; how- 
ever, it implies aconftancy of difpofition, 
but rarely to be found among princes. 
The compofitions of the two Gi-auns and 
of Quantz, have been in favour with his 
Pruffian majefty more than forty years 1 
and, if it be true, as many affert, that 

L 4 muiic 



mufic has declined and degener^ed ^pqe 

that time, in which the Scarlattis, Vin- 

cis, LeoSf ]?ergolefis, and Porporas flou- 

riflied, as well as tjie greateft fingers 
, « ■ • • * 

that modern tipes have known, it is an 
indication of a found judgment, and of 
great difcernment, in his maje^jLy, $0 ad« 
here thus firmly to the pradudions a 
period which may be called the Auguf- 
tan age of mufic ; to.ftem the torrent of 
caprice and falhion with fuch unQiake/i 
conftancy, is pofl(?{Iing a kind of Ji^/(^^M 
by which Apollo and his ,fons ,are pre- 
vented from running riot,, ojr ^hanging 
from good to bad, and f{;om bad, to 
worfe. ' . . ; • 

^Tbefe reflections^ whicj^ occurred to 
me while I was converfing ^itk. IVI. 
Q^antz, were interrupted by the .arrival 
of a melTenger from the king, com- 
manding the gentlemen of his band to 
attend him in the next room. 

The concert began by a German flute 
concerto, in which his majefty executed 

the 



Digitizea by Goodie 



I 1 . 

fhc folo parts with great prccifion } hU 
imboiuchure was cle^r and event bis fingieur 
brilliai^t, and bis ufte pure and ficnp^. 
I was much pleafecj, and even furprifed- 
with the neatnefs of his execution in the 
allegros i as well as by his expreffion ai|d 
fjpeling in tl^e adagio ^ in ibprtj bis per** 
formance furpafle^, in many particulars, 
any thing I had ever heard ^mong jD/- 
^ lettantu or even p rofeflbrs. His ms^efty 
played three Ipng. and diiiicult concertqs 
fuccefliyely, and all with equal perfecr 
tion. 

It nxuQ be owned, that many of the 
paiTageS) in thefe pieces of M. Quantz, 

are now become old and common ; but 
tbis does not prove their deficiency in 
jtioycltyj when jthey were firft compofed, 
as ibme of them have been made more 
than forty years and though M. Quant? 
has not been permitted to publifh them, 
as they were originally compofed for his 
.. majefty, and have ever been appropriated 
foji^ly to his ufe^ yet, in a feries of 

years. 
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jfcars, other compofers have hit upon 
the fame thoughts : it is with mufic as 
•with* delicate wines, which not only 
beconpre flat and infipid> when expofed 
to the air, but are injured by tirne^ 
however well-kept. 

\ M. Quantz bore no other part in the 
performance of the cbncertos of to-night 
than to give the time with the motio n of 
his hand, at the beginning of each move- 
ment, except now and then to cry out ^r^- 
^vo ! to hh royal fcholar, at the end of the 
folo parts and clofes ; which feems to be 
a privilege allowed to no other mufician 
of the band. The cadences which his 
majefty made, were g6od, but very long, 
and ftudied. It is eafy. to difcover that 
thefe concertos were compofed at a 
time when he did nbt fo frequently re- 
quire an opportunity* of breathing as at 
prefent ; for in fome of the divifions, 
which were very long and difficult, as 
well as in the clofes, he was obliged to 

take 
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• take , his h^readi, contrary to rule, before 
the paflages werc'finiih^. 
. , Afte/, thefe three conceftjC^^werc pjay- 
edf tl^e concerx of the night ended, ^nd 
I returned to Pot(dam ;c but, not without 
undergoing the^faoie iaterrpgatories from 
all .the ccntinebt as J hs^l befpre done in 

my way to Sfins-.Souci, 

. I jbaye ajready given an aegount of the 
regularity ; with ; which xtfae pleafore^: o£ 
the court fuccecd each oth^r .every week 
iiuxing the king's reiidcnce at ^Berlin.: 
and as fame of my readcjjs maj^- perhaps, 
be ^curidus to know in what manner his 
ipajefty fpends his time each day, at Sans- 
Spucj^ I ili^ll kere prefent thenx with a 
detail of that tegular difpofition of it, to 
whijdbj he hasjjftridly adhered, during 
peacfe, ever, fince. he.«hegan his reign : in 
deedf ^ the evolutions^ of his foldiers, on 
the parade, cannot be more cxadt than 
his own diurnal motions. 

His majeil^^s hour of rifing, is con« 
^antly at four o'clock in the morning, 
. during 
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during fummcr^ and at five in winter 1 
and from that time till nine, when br^ 
Tijinifters of different departments attend 
him^ he is employed in reading letters, 
and anfwering them in the margin. He 
then drinks one difl) of coffee, and pro- 
'ceeds to bufiheft with lMsminiftcrs,*who 
come full fraught* with doubts, difficult- 
ties, documents, petitions, and other pa-* 
per«, to read. With thefe he fpends two 
iiotors/'and then excrciftsTiis own regi- 
mint on the' parade, in the fame manner 
as4the )C0QQge{l colonel in his fervice/ ' 
*- ^At twelve o*clock he dines. His din- 
"ne'r is long, and generally with twelve or 
fourteen perfons j after ^this \it gives dn 
hour to artifls and projedrors : then reads 
and figns the letters, written by his fe- 
cretaries, from the marginal notes which 
he had made in the morning. . When 
this is over, he thinks the bujnefs of the 
day is accomplifhed ; the reft is given to 
amufement ; after his evening concert, 
he gives fome time to cenverfation* if 

dif^ 
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difpo£bd for it, ^nd his courtkra id wait« 

4ng conftanily attend for that piu:pore;.bL(( 
whether that is the cafe or not, he has a lec- 
turer to read to him, every evening, titles 
and extrads of new books, among which 
he marks ,fuch as he wi(hcs to have pur- 
chafed for his library, or to read in his. 
cabinet. In this manner, when not cm- 
ployed in the field, reviewing his troops, 
or in travelling, he Ipends his time; 
always retiring at ten o'clock, after which, 
however, he frequently reads, writes, or 
compofes mufic for his iiute, before he 
goes to bed. 

Friday 2d. I this morning vifited M. 
Quantz; he was fo obh'ging as to play,^ 
at my requeil, three folos of his own 
compofition, and, notwithftandinghis ad- 
vanced age, he ftill executes rapid move- 
ments with great precifion. His mufic is 
fimple and natural ^ bis tade is that of forty 
years agoi but though this may have been 
an excellent period for corapofition, yet I 
cannot entirely fubfcribe to the opinion 

. of 
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of thofe who think muficians hare dif-- 
covered no refinements worth adopting, 
iince that time. Without giving into 
tricks and caprice, and even allowing 
compofition to have been arrived at its 
acme of perfedion, fatty years ago, yet a 
fimple melody may furely be embellifhed 
by the modern nunner of taking appogia- 
turas, of preparing and returning Ihakes, 
of gradually enforcing and diminifhing 
whole pafTages, as well as fingle notes, 
and, above all, by the variety of expref- 
iion ariiing from that fuperiority in the 
ufe of the bow, which the violin players 
of this age poiTefs over thofe of any other 
period £ince its invention. 

But even at the bell time of M. QuantZf 
the elder muficians, and thofe in years, 
cried out againft the innovations and le« 
vity of the younger. And no period can 
be named lince the time of Plato, who 
likewife complained of the degeneracy of 
mufic, in which it has not been faid to 
be corrupted by the moderns* Things 

of 
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of fentiment^ and mere objefts of tailc' 
and feelings cannot* I fear, be reduced to 
any flandard of perfedion. . In painting, 
we have nature to copy> and to judge by ; 
in poetry, though there is a fa(hion in 
language, and the neweft and leaft de- 
bafed by vulgar ufe, are the befl words, 
yet grammar and common fenfe muft 
reoxain the fame. 

As to Jimplicity in mufic, there are de» 
grees of it, which border upon drynefs, 
rufticity, and vulgarity ; and thcfe, it 
is the bufinefs of every compofer to 
avoid. However, fome who call them* 
felves lovers of iimplicity, would reduce 
mufic to the fame metrical laws as poe- 
try, and make long and (hort fyllabfes 
determine melody ; which would be nei- 
ther fuffering more than one found, to be 
given to one fyllable, nor a longer or 
fliorter duration to that found, than the 
poetical rhythmus requires ; but in this 
cafe, what would vocal mufic be, but a 
mere Recitative^ with which every one 
is tired and dilgufled ! Mankind will cer- 
tainly 
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tainly judge of their own pleafuresi and 
it is natural to fuppofe, that when a ncv? 
ftyle of compofition or performance ge- 
.nerally prevails among the refined part of 
them, that it has ibmething more cap- 
tivating in it than that which they quitt-i 
ed. However, caprice, vanity, and i. 
fondncfs for fingularity, on one fide; and 
obftinacy, pride, and prejudice, on the 
other, will always make it difficult to 
reconcile different feds, or to draw a 
line between truth and falfehood. 

M. Quantz told me, thatlbe firft c6n- 
certo which his Pruffian majefty had play- 
ed the night before, was made twenty 
years ago, and the other two had been 
made forty years. Gorifidering this, and 
the great defire that every coropofef has 
to deviate from his predeccflbrs, thefe 
pieces have flood their ground very well. 
There were traits both of melody and 
harmony, which muft be good to un- 
prejudiced ears, at all tiiae», and in all 
places. 

. Be- 
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^elides the three hundred concerto^ 
M^hich his majefty plays, in tnrn, he has 
nearly as many folos, which he performs 
in the like rotation. Upwards of a 
hundred of thefc have been compofcd by 
himfelfi the reft by M. Quantz. 

M. QuantZy and his royal fcholar, ufe. 
only two keys to a German flute ; and 
ihefe, with a method of lengthening the 
moutb^pieces correS:, they fay» all thd 
imperfediions of this inftrument^ in point 
of bad notes and falfe tuning. 

In the year 1754? M. Quanta? 4retv up, 
in the German language, an account of 
his own life, which was printed in Mar*- 
purg's Mufical EiTays : and> as it contains; 
fereral circumftaricea relative to-mufic^ 
as , well as to himfelf, i (hall make no 
apology to my readers, for giving them 
an abflrad: qf it ; fele(£ting only fuch parts 
as are moft interefting, and conncdHng 
ihem with fuch particulars as I obtained 
in my converfations.with theth^ author* 

Vol. II. M • John 
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; Joba Joacbiai Quantz vtras hottk at 
Pberfchcden, a village in tbe EledGraje 
of Hanover, in 1697. His father, who 
wa^ a blackfmitb, obliged him to work 
at *tlie anvil before he was nine years 
old ; which muft have afforded him an 
early opportunity of making the famous 
Pythagorean experiment^ mentioned by 
Jamblicus> deVit. Pythag. and by^all the 
mudcal writers of antiquity. Indeed, 
the car of our young Ardalus* had beei^ 
already formed, iu his excurfions with 
bis brother j a village muficlan, who ufed 
to play about the country, on holydaya 
and feftivals, whom he accompanied up- 
on thefe occaiions, qn the, bafe-violv 
when but eight years old, and- without 
knowing a note^of mU'liG ; but this per* 
foria^ance,/ bad as it, was, pleafed him fo 
much,* that he determined to chufe mu-*' 
fic for his profeifion y though his fathep^ 

• Ardalus was the Ton of Vulcan, by Aglaia, 
one of the Gmces-, and, inventor of the pipo. called 
tibia^ ' * 

. ' ' • wha 
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ivlio died when he was only ten year^ of 
dge« recommended to him, on his deatli-^ 
bed, to continue irt the honburable pro* 
ftilioQ of his anceilors. ' • 

Quanta, after lofing his father, had 

no other friends to depend upon for 
counfel and protedion, than two uncles, 
who lived at Merfeberg ifl Sa:tdny $ aind 
tfaefe, fending for him,, gave him the 
choice of their feveral profeflions, the 
one being ^ taylor, and the other a 

^funflpfeifeiv or tovvfl-wafie. 

Upon this occalion, the psifTion for 
mulic in the young Quantz overpower- 
ed all other cohfiderations, and, preferr- 
ing the fiddleftick to the srnvil or fhearsf*' . 
he bound himfelf apprentice to his nnclei 
the muiician, for five years ; but this uncle 
dying three months after, he was trans- 
ferred to his fon-in-law, Fleifchhack, 
trho wa3 of the fame profefiion ; and iC 
ivas under him that he firft prac^ifed the 
violin, an inftrument to which his in- 
clination at this time impelled him, pre- 

ftfably to any othcr^ 

M 9 Soon 
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Soon after this, however, he pradifecf 
the bautbois, and th6 trumpet, with 
whicb inftFumentfi, . and the ^ioUn, he 
chiefly filled up the. term ;of his apprec-- 
ticefhip I but as a trpe towr> ipufician, 
in 'Germany, is expected pky upoijr 
all kinds of inftruments^' be had beei^ 
obliged, occaHonally, to apply hiaifelf,^ 
during this period, to the fackbut, cor- 
net, bafe-viol, Fi*ench-born, commoi|« 
flute, ' baiToon^ yiol; da gamba, .and the 
lord knows how many more^ Thefe , 
were in the way of bufinefs, but for plea^ 
fure, he now and then took leflbns on 
the harpfichord, of the o^ganift, Kiefe-^ 
wetter, who was likewife his relation;; 
by whieh he laid the firft foundation of 
his knowledge in harmony, and lo-ve for 
^ompofition. 

Luckily for Quantz, his mafter Fleifch'^ 
hack, was not like other country muli- 
clans, fond only of . old, dry, ftifF, and 
taftelefs compofitions, but had fufiicienC, 
diicermnent to chuie bis pieees out o£ 
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€hc ueweft and bcft produdions of the 
times, by Telemanii, Melchior» Hof« 

mann, and Heinechen, which w.ere pub- 
lifhed at Leipfic s from the perufal, aud 
pradlice of which, our young perfbrmoc 
tderiv*ed great advantag^e. 

The duke of Merfeburg's band not 
^being very numerous, the towo-waits, 
at this time, were often called ia, to affift 
at the muiical performances, both of court 
and chapel, jlere Quantz frequently 
iieard foreigners piay and ling, in a maa- 
fi'er ftr fuperior to any profeflbrs whom he 
had Jbitherto met wkh, which excited ia 
him a Arong defire to travel. Drefdea 
and Berlin were at this time the moft 
i'enowned cities in Germany, for the cvl- 
tivation of muiict and the number of 
.able muficians. He eagerly wiflied to 
-irifit iQCie of tbofe ycities, but was deftitute 
i&f the me^ns^ However, he now begaa 
ito feel his ilrength, and truiling to hi« 
feet and his fiddle, he boldly fct off for 

M 3 It 
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It !was in the year 1714 that he arrive^ 
in that city. ' His .firft entrance was not 
aufpicious, being wholly unable to pro^ 
cure enoployment ; pn t}iis account, hp 
uiade an excur£on to Radeb(!irg, where a 
journeyrnen fidler being wanting, he en^ 
tered into the fervicje of the town-mufi- 

' cian, I^noU ; but alas 1 be was foon dri^ 
y^n froo^ this pod, by the fatal accident 
of jhe town being burnt down by light- 
ping. Again reduced to the date pf a fm* 
gitive^ and a wanderer^ he leyied contri- 
butions round the country, ^by the ppwpr 
pf his violjn, which was now his prin- 
cipal inftrument, till he reached Pirna. 

Here, dcftincd ftill to be fervus JervO' 
rufJ^ he could procure no othenuiean^ 
of exerciling his profcflion, than by ac- 
cepting the office of deputy to a fick 

. journeyman mufician of the town. It 
•^was during this time, that he firft faw 
■Vivaldi's concertos for tjie violin, Which 
were fo congenial to his own feelings 
|ind ideas of perfection, that he made 

them 
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"flicm his model as long as he continued 
' to pradife that inftrument. 

Still regarding Drefden as his centre» 
he eagerly accepted an offer that was 
made to him, of being temporary afliftant 
there, tp one of the town-waits, who was 
then ill ; an employment which h« pre^ 
ferred, for the oppartunities it afforded 
him of bearing good mufic and good 
muiicians, to the more honourable poft 
of being the beil of bad muficians at 
Berenburg, where he might have been 
appointed firft violin, with a good fa- . 
lary. 

His iecond arrival at Drefden, was in 
the year 171 6, where he foon difcovered 
that it was not fufficient for a lAufician to 
be able to execute the mere notes which a 
cooipofer had fet on paper; and it was 
now that he ffrfl began to be fen lible of 
the exiftence of tafte and ejicprcffion, 

Auguftus the fecond, was at this time 
iCing of Poland, and Eledlor of .Saxony^ 

• 

i^uid the orcheftra of this prince at Dref- 
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(ien was In a Hourithing condition ; how« 
ever, the ftyle \yhich had been intro^ 
4ucjed there, by the cqncert- mailer Vo- 
lumier, was French but Pif^ndel, who 
fucceeded him, introduced a mixed tafte, 
partly French, and partly Italiaq, which 
be afterwards brought to fucb perfection, 
|hat Qu^ptz declares^ he never heard ^ 
better band in all his future travels. 

No brch^ftra in Europe qould now 
boaft of (o many able profelSbrSf as thai 
of the £)le<^pr pf Saxony, among whom. 
Were Pifendel and Veracini, on the vioi 
lin if Pantaleone Hebenftreit, on the 
pantaleone; Weifs, on the Jute i Rich-? 
f;er, oti the hautbois , and BuiFardin, on 
the German flute i not to oaention fevei- 
I'al excellent performers on the violoor 
pello, baboon, French horp, and dour 
ble-bafe. 

Uppn hearing thefe gre^t performers^ 
Quant z was filled with fuch wonder> and 
poffeffed of fuch a rage for improvement, 
ji}at he laboured incclTantl^ render 
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himfelf worthy of a pUce among focb 
honourable aiTociates^ 

jFori however prejudiced he may have 
been in favour of his own ^-eputable 
trailing of kmjipfeifer^ he began nov 
Juil to think i( poffible for him to be 
prevailed uporn to relinquiih that part 
pf it, at leaftt which required him to 
play country dances, though in itfelf 
fo jovial^ pleafaotf and feftal an employ*- 
ment. 

He continued, however, to be tlie 
kunjlpfeifer\ delegate in this city, till the 
de^h of Augufttts the iecond's mothof» 
la 17179 at which timCy the ge^ 
neral mourning profcribing the uib of 
levery fpecies of convivial mufic, he 
figain, in his ufual m^nner^ commenced 
traveller, an4 fiddled his way through 
SUefia, Moravia, and AuAria, to Vienna^ 
i^nd in the month of Odiobec, of the 

fame year, returned through Prague to 
Drefden; which journey, he thinks, 
fcm^ributed piore to h|s knowledge, ia. 

praSiical 



j^^kal geography than, i* any pthcr 
art. 

• Thibjubilceof the reformation^ brought 
^bout by Dr. Luther, happening to be 
celebrated foon after his return, he was 
called upon, among others, to perform a 
part upon the trumpet, at church, where 
the chapel- mailer Schmidt having heard 
him, offered to prevail on the king to 
have hioi regularly, taught that inftru^ 
snent, in order to qualify him for the 
place of court trumpeter ; but Qwantz, 
however ardently he might have wilhed 
for aa office at court, declined the accep*- 
tance of this, well-rknowing that the good 
tafte to which he afpired> was not to be 
learned upon that inftrument, at lead as ' 
it was then played in Drefden. 

In 1718.. the PqliQi or royal chapel 
was inAiti}ted ; it was to coaiiit of 
.twelve performers, eleyeii , were already 
chofen, and a hautbois-player, only, was 
DOW wanting, to complete the number* 
^f(er undergoing the feyeral trials, and 

giving 



giving the requlfite propfs of his abilides^ 
l^c bad the faappinefs to be ipvefted wifb 
tl^at employment^ by the dirpdoff baron 
Seyfertitz^ with a falary of i^o do^ar$, 
^nd a lodging. 

This was an important period in bis 
life^ and in the exercife of his profe^ion*. 
The violin, whijch had hitherto been his 
principal inftrument, was now laid afide 
for the hautbois, upon which^ however^ 
be was prevented from dillinguilhing 
Jiimfelf, by the feqiority of his brethren* 
Mortified at this circumftance, he applied 
himfelf ferioufly to the German flute^ 
upon which he had formerly made fome 
progrefs without a mafter^ but his motive 
now for fefuming it, was the certainty of 
his having no rival, in thie king'3 band^ 
fis M. Friefe, the £iril flute, had no great 
jp^dion for mufic, and readily relinquiihed 
(o him his place. 

In^ order to work upon fure ground^ 
Puaiitz took leiTons at this time of the fa- 

pious Buifardin^ wi^h whom^ however^ 

ho 
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he only played quick movement^, ia 
which this celebrated iluce-player chiefiy 
excelled. The fcarcity of pieces, com* 
pofed exprefly for the German flute, was 
iuch, at this period, that the performers 
upon that iodrument were obliged to 
adopt thofe of the hautbois, or violin, 
and by altering or tranfpofing, accom^ 
modate them to their purpofe^ as well as 
they could. 

This flimulated Quantz to compofc 
for himielf ; he had not as yet ever receiir^ 
ed any regular inftruiSions in counter- 
point, fo that, after he had committed 
his thoughts to paper, he was obliged to 
have recoarfe to oihers to corredl them^ 
Schmidt, the ' chapel- roaft^r, bad pro- 
mifed to teach him compoiition, but 
delayed keeping his word froqj time to ^ 
time, and Quantz was afraid of applying 
to Heinicben, his colleague, for fear pf , 
<>l]fending Schmidt, as thefe mafters were 
upon bad terms together. In the mean 
time, for wapt of other afliftapce, he 
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diligently ftudied the fcores of great 
ixiaflers, and without ftealing from them, 
endeavoured to imitate their meaner of 
putting parts together, in trios, and coa*^ 
certos. 

About tliis time he had the good for« 
tune to commence a frienddiip with Pi« 
iendel, now appoioted conccrl - maftef^- 
ia the room of Volumier. Quantz it 
very warm, in his praifes of PifcndeJ^ 
whom he calla A profound theorifl, a gteat 
performer, and a truly honed man« Ik 
was from this, worthy concert^mafter that 
he learned to pc^orm an adagio, and ta 
compofe in many parts. Pifendel had 
in his youth ' been taught to fing by 
tfae>faaK)us Piftocchi, and had receivedl 
inilruftions, on the violin, from To-^ 
rtUi $ however, having travelled liirough 
Ff ance and Italy, where he had acquired 
^e peculiarities in the tafte of botil 
countries, he fo blended them together 
as to form a third genus, or mixed iiyle 
of writing and playing, which was half 

iFrcnch 
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French and half Italian. Influenced 
his example, Quantz declares, that hd 
always preferred this compound ftyle, t<y 
that of Italy, France, or the national 
ftyle of bis own country. 

At the marriage of the prince royal of 
Poland^ in 17 19^ feveral Italian operas^ 
were performed at Dreifden. Lotti, the 
famous Venetian maejlro di capella, ior 
gether with the moft celebrated fingers^ 
of Italy, male and female, were called' 
(hither upon this occafioni tbefe werd. 
the firft Italian operas which Qaaniz had 
heard, and he confefles, that the perfor- 
mance of them gare him a very favourable 
idea of the genuine and found Italian 
mufic, from which he thinks later timesf 
have too much deviated. 
^ The principal fingers in thefe operas^ 
wer& Seneiino^ Berfellii the wife of 
Lotti, the Tefi, Dureftanie^ and Fauf- 
tina.- M. Quantz charaderifes fcverai of 
them, in ib difcriminate and mafterly ai 

.., manner^ 



L ns 1 

maaner, that I ihall follow him more 
cxadly than I have hitherto done. • 

France/co BarnarJi, called Stnefim, 
had a powerful) clear^ equal, and fweet 
contraltQ voice with a perfect into* 
nationt and an excellent fhak^ ; his 
maDnor. of finging was mafterly, and his 
elocution unrivalled ; • though he nerer 
loaded adagios with too many ornaments^ 
yet he delivered the original and efiential 
nQtes, with the utmeft -refinement* He 
fung ^//e||^r0/ 'With gi^at fire, and marked 
rapid divifions, from the cheft, in an ar- 
ticulate and pleafing manner; his coan^ 
tenance was well calculated for the ftage, 
and his adion was natural ahd noble : to 

* M. Quantz calls it a low m/xss^ foprano voice; 
which feldom went higher than F j but as thic 
account was drawn up, in the younger part of 
Seuefino's life, before he went to England, it is 
natural to imagine, that his voice may afterwinh 
have loft fome of its high notes for in all the 
airs which Handel made for him he ia ftridlly 
confined to the liniits of a true contralto. 

ithefe 
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tjicfch^ joined a figure that was trjiily ma- 
jeftic, more fqited . to the part of a 
hero than a lover. . . 

a 

: MatteoBerfelk ha(l a thiot high, Jbpran^ 
voiciQ, tb$ coinpafs of which was ib extra- 
ordinary, that he eould go from the low- 
cft C, in the treble, taF in altijjim^.mlxh 
the greatefi eafe, by which he Xuquiiigd 
the . audience more than by his art in 
finging. In adagios he difcovered very 
little paifion, and in. allegro^ he ventured 
fit few .dignities i his coiuiteoatie^ was 
][ather difagreeable^ and his adion totally 
devoid of fire* 

Santa Stella Lotti had a full, (kiongi' 
Jbpram yoicQ,. a true intonation, and a 
good fhake 5 high tones gave her little 
I trouble 5 her principal excellent^ was in 
£nging adagios. It Was from her that 
Quantz firft heard what profeiTors call 
iemfo rubato : her figure on the ftage, 
waft foil of dignity, and her adian, par- 
ticularly ia elevated parts^ could not be 
furpaifed* 

Fit^ 

% 

% 
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Fittoria Tefi h^d by nature , a mafcu- 
line, ftrongj contraho voice. In 17 19 
'flie generally fung, at Drofd^na/I^otfavaf 
ftrdfa airs are^macfefor^bafe voices ; bat 
aftcrwardSf beiides ' the majeftid. and fo^ 
rious ftyle, ihe had occaiionally fome- 
thing coquettifli in her nianner, which 
"Was very plcafing.- • The coaipafs of her 
Voice Viras fo extraoitlinafy, that neither 
to fing high nor low, gaive her trouble. 
She was not remarkable for her perform- 
ance of rapid and difficult paffages ; but 
ihe feemed born to captivate every fpec*- 
tator by her action, principally in male 
parts, which fhe performed in a moft 
natoral and intelligent manner ^. 

But, to return to .Quantz. After de- 
fcribing the talents of the iingers, he in- 
forms us, that this famous opera, at Dref- 
den, was broke up by a quarrel between 
Heinechen, the King of Poland's chapel- 
mafter, and Senefino, who this fame year, 
2719, went to England, for the firft time. 

• See Vol. I. p. 322. ' 

'VOI..U. N No- 
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Nothiog very intereiUng ocelli's in (he 
life of Quanta, from t^is perio4» (ill. the 
jear 1723, wfaea he took a jporaey widi 
Wcifs^ the faoipiir liiteaii]t» and Gntmp 
t|ie coippofer^ to Prague* 
. . About this time^ spoft of the great 
mi;kfician$ of Europe were alTembted tc^ 
gether, in that ckyi by order of the em- 
peror Charles VI. to celebrate the fefiir 
val of his being crowned, king of Bohe* 
mia. Hiftory does aot fiu-ni& a more 
glorious event for muficj than ^is fo- 
lemnity, nor a iimilar inftance of &> jg^reat 
a number of eminent profefTors^ of an^ 
one art, being coHeAed together. 

Upon this occafioony there was an opera 
performed in the open airt hy a hundred 
voices^ and by two hundred inftrument$. 
There was not an indifferent finger a^ 
mong the principal performers^ all w^e 
of the firil clafs. The male parts were 
filled . by Orfini> IXomenico,. Careitini^ 
Gaffati, Corofini, and Braun, a. .German 
karitonoi the femaJbet by the twofiftersj. 

Am* 
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Amberyille^ ont of whom was afterwards 
iparncd to Pero^i, -a famous player on 
the violoQceUo, apd thje oth^f^td Sorof- 
lini, the finger. 

The opera was called la Cojlanza. e 
fmi^^a. and C9i»pofed by the. famous 
old Fax, imperial chapel-maftcr at Vi- 
eqpa,. The mufio, which, w^s in. the 
oid ^nrch ftyle, was coarfe and dry ; 
but, At the fame time» grand, and had a 
•b6««r e^ea, perhaps, with fo immcnle 
% baod, and in fu(^ ^^ immenfe fpace, 
fCpuld bairf b?ci| pfodttcei bj^ moye 
4(J|f:at€ <ppmpo&&ofis. 

The chojufliis wpre ia fhe French 
.llyle, and ferved for dances ; Caldara be^t 
the time j but Foy, who had the gout, 
was brought into the theatre, in a chair, 
and placed near the Empergr. 

As it was upon the finging in this 
opera that Benda, formed his ftyk; and 
. I have been told by the two Bczozzis, 
of Turin, and others who were prefent, 
'that it furpaffed all the vocal pcrform- 

N a , ancca 



r i8o 2 

ances of other times» I fhall liere In« 
fcrt a charader of the fcveral fingers, for 
the entertainment of fech ef my readers 
as have never heard then)> nor are verfqi 
in the German language. 
. Gaetdno Orfi/ti vrM cne^ of the greats 
lingers that ever exifted 5 he had a power- 
ful, even, affeding cMtralta voice> of a 

. coniiderable compafs ; hi$ fhake was per* 
feft, and his port4immtOf excelleati . lb 
uiiegros^ he articulated diviiions, partica« 

,lariy. in^triplets, moft admirably, and al- 
ways from the breaft* In adagios he was 
fo perfed a mafter- of erery thing which 
pleafea and affeds, that he took entire 
poiTcfiion of. the hearts of all that .he^rd 

. him ; Jbe was many years in the imperial 

(fervke, and though he Jived to an ad* 
vanced age, he prefer ved hia fine voice 

' to. the laft 

Domenico had one of the fineft foprano 

. voices that has ever been heard on tht 

* He died at Viennsi about the year, r75Q#^ 
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ilage ; it was ib clear and penetrating, as. 
to make its way through all obilru^tions, 
ajid, with this great force, was fwect, 
and well toned : however he neither fong 
Qpr aOed with much fpirit. 

Pietro Gajjdti was more remarka])le as 
a great ador, than finger. 

Borcfini had a fpirited, and flexible^ 
tenor voice. 

Braun^ though his vojpe was that of 
a low pitch, from whence delicacy is not 
expeded» h^ fo much tafte and expref^ 
fioOf that he fung adagios in a moft pleafp 
in^ and afieding ma^ner^ 

Giovanni Carejlini had a ftrong and 
clear foprano voice, which, afterwards, 
changed into the fuUefl;, fineft, and deep- 
eft counter-tenor, thathas ever been heard. 
When, he performed at Prague, his com- 
pafs was fixteen notes, from B in the 
bafe/ to e fin dlii be had a wonderfel 
facility of executing difficult diviiioiis 
from the cheil, like Farinelli, and thofe 
«f the Bernachi fchool ; and graced, and 

N 3 vancd 
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varied paflages, ufually, with great futcefs, 
though in this he was fometiims » little 
Hcentious and extravagant. His adion 
was admirable,, and, like his finging,^ 
full of fire; but, after this time he 
improved, greatly, in his manner of per-* 
forming adagm. He continued on the 
ilage, with the higheft reputation, for 
mqje than thiity years; in 1735 he wjts 
in England, and in 1756 went to Ber- 
lin, where he continued till 1755, after 
which, he retired to Italy, ^nd there,^ foon 
ended his days. 

M. Quantz, not long after the congttfi 
at Prague, went to Italy, in the fuit^ of 
count Lagnafcp, with the confent of 
his royal matter, the king of Poland. 
He leftDrefden, in May 1724, aiid^ #he!i 
4ie arrived ^t Rome> he fou^d that Vi- 
valdi had juft introduced the Lombard 
llyle, in that city, with whkH' the ci- 
tizens . were & captivated, tl^t they 
J WQuld he<u: 90 other. 

. . Punng 
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- During his reiidence at Rome, iie took 
tofibns in coooterpoint of ths fkqious 
Gafparkii, wbo was, at tfait time, 72 years 
4)f age I and whofe good* nature aad pro** 
bity feem to have made as deep an im*' 
prefiion upon M. Qoantz;, as his muiicai 
.merit* 

' The cantatas uid operas of Calparin^ 
which were more numerous than thoie 
4of any other compoftr of his time, ex*- 
4xpt AleC Scarlatti, were, ia the faigheft 
«ftimation, at the beginning of the prefeat 
century. M. Quantz attributes to him the 

« 

invention' of nMtnpamed recitatives i he 
^compoifisd twenty •* &Ke operas for the 
theatre at Venice i and among his learn- 
^ed compolitions, a mafs in four parts, 
jdl in &ii£k camm, is extrtmdy cele* 
l>rated# 

M. jQttant2|, after bodying counter- 
point, which he calls mufic for the eye^, 
rdwidg Hfec • iKMltf bs, under this maftor, 
W«M4«%irk f(M: ibe^^ ^yod 60|tipoftd 
.t N 4 folos. 
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Ibloif duos, tf iosj and concertos i how* ' 
ev6r, he confefies, that counterpoi&t had 
its ufe ia writing pieces of many parts i 
though he was obliged to unlearn many 
thing?, in praSiice, which theory had 
taught him, in order to avoid that dry, 
and ftiff ftyle, which, too clofe an adbe* 
fence to rules, is apt to produce ; upon 
this occafion, he very judicioufly obfervies, 
that invention is the firft requiiite in a 
compofer, and that it behoves him to 
prcferve a friendfliip between harmony 
^nd melody. 

In 1725, he went to Naples, where 
be met with his countryman Hafie, who 
then ftudied undenAlef. Scarlatti. Ha0e 
had no^ as yet, diftinguifiied himfelf by 
• any, compofitiona for the ftage ; however, 
it was at this time, that a confiderable 
Neapolitan banker employed him to fet 
, a frrenata.foj: two: voices; M^hich bci.did 
"in the j>p»fcns;e. :ef QuaptSB^ tbc-fin^^js 
jp^yfplflucdip it, were FarineUjiwd 
,N * • Tcfi, 
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Tefi* HaiTe gained fo much reputatioa; 

pcoduftioQ* that it paved the w^y 
to his future fuccefs, and he wa.3 fooa 
after appointed compofer of the great 
ppera at the theatre royal. 

Qoantz intreated HaQeto introduce him 
to his mafter, Scarlattij to which he re^di^ 
1^ confentedi but upon mentioning him to 
the old compofer, he faid^ My fon» you 
f < j^now X hate wind inAruments, they arc 

never in tune." However, Haffe did 
not ceafe importuning hitn$ till he had 
pbtained the permiflion he required. 

the viii^which he made to Scarlatti, 
.M. Quantz fays, that he had an oppor- 
tuoity of hearing him play on the harp« 
fichord» which he did in a very learned 
manner; but obferves, that his abilities 
on that inflrument were not equal %% 
thofe of his fon ^. 

Before his departure, from Naples^ M« 
•C^aotz frequently heard concerts, at the 

* (^atitz had hmi Mimo Scarlatti, during litf 

duke 
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dnkie bf IrithtehAein's, in which H^e» 
jjt'aHfltlH^ Tefiy and FnmcifcheUo^ ^ere 
tmployed. 

^ la 1726, he was at Venice, during the 
performance of two rifftl q>eras, S^ace^ 
tompofed by Porpora, and 'Siroe^ by Vin- 
ci ; the latter was mofl applauded. The 
Cav. Nicolini, a contralto, la Romanina, 
a deep Jbprano^ and the famoos tenor, 
t^aita. Were the principal fingers in thcfe 
dramas. " . • 

* - San Martini, the celebrated performer, 
on the Wutbois, who aftewards efta- 
'blilhed himfelf in London^ Was liow at 
•Venice, as was Vivaldi. 

At Turin, he met with Somis, unddr 
whorp, Le Claire was at that time a 
fcliplar, on the violin. 

f*rom Turin he went to Paris, which 
.with j:efpe£); to mufic, was going from 
one extreme to another. 

'"•'^ I' was' difpleafed ^ with iHc Frenteh 
^taficLnow," %^ M« Qiiants^::fl:^ough 
I had heard it formerly with patienoCf 
' " « The 
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^ The old, worti - ott, fecond - haad 
^ ibd^ghts, and paiTages iU-expreifed* 
difguded me now, as much as a dale 
4i(k warmed again. The rcfemblanco 
^« bietvree)t itdmive ^nd air, i^ith tht 
afie&ed and unnatural howling of the 
fingers, particularly the women, (hock- 
ed my ears.** 

M. Quantz was the firft whd applied 
an additional key to the German flute# 
in order to corred: its imperfedions ; and 
it was in the 6ourfe of this year, 1726, 
tb&t he made the difcoveiy. 

Id 1727 he arrived in London, where 
he found the opera in ^ very flourifliing 
ftatei tlndef the diredion of Handel. 

' The drama of Admetus was now in Mh^ 
of which, he fays, the muiic was grand 
and pompous. Senefino performed the 
firft male part, and Cuzzoni and Faufti- 

^ na were the principal women* 

• * 

' I £ball prefent the younger part of my 
^ readers with a.char^i^er pf thefe. rival 
Syrens, Cuzzoni and Fauftina, from 

Quantz, 
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Quan tz, whofe . j udgment fecoas - to be 
untainted by the partial rage of the 

times. ' ' ' 

Cuzzoni had a very areeable, and clear 
. foprano \ a pure intonation, and^a 
£ne (hake; her compafs extended two 
odtav^s, from C to c in alt. Her ftyle 
of finging was innocent and afFeAing^ 
her graces did .not feem artificial, from 
the eafy and neat manner in which fhe 
executed them : however, they took 
poffeffion of the foul of Qvery auditor, by 
her tender and touching expreffion. Sl^e 

.had.no great rapidity of executiopi in 
cUegros i but there was a roundnefs and 
fmoothncfs, which were neat an^j^^leaf- 
ing. Yet, with all thefe advantages, it 

' muft be owned that flic was rather co|d 
in her a£tion» and that her figure wa$ npt 
advantageous for the ftage. 

Faujiina had a mezzo-Joprano voice, 
that was lefs cleaf than penetratifig. 

» Her compafs was now only from B b to 
G in alt; but after this time, ihe^- 

tended 
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ren<!^ iti lithits downwards. She poA> 
iblTed .what the Italians call m ' cantor 
gramto: her execution was articulate and 
-hrillia'nt.- She had a fluent tongue for 
pronouncmg words rapidly and diftin^lly, 
' and^ a flexible throat for divifions, with 
' fo beautiful, and quick a fhake that (he 
could put it in motion upon fliort notice, 
*juft ivben flie would. The paflagts might 
^be foiooth, or by leaps, or cdhfift of iter- 

' ations of the fame tonCj their execution 
- was" equally ealy to her, as to any inftru- 

^-rnent "whatever.- - She was^ doubtlcfs the 
firfl who introduced, with fuccefs, a 
^fwift repetition of the fame tone. She 
' fung adagios with great paffion 'aind ex* 
* prelfiibn, but was not equally fuccefsful, if 
fuch deep forrow were ^ o be impreifed 
.on the hearer,, as might require dragg- 
. ihg, Aiding, •oit'^notes' of fyncopatibft, 
tempo rubatd. 
She I^ad a very happy memory, in ar- 
bitrary chang0^«»d embelliihments, and 
a c)ear Md qiuck' |isdgaient'in giviag to 
t words 
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wo^ds their fpU.-.povfccr ; <ffld •Jipf^fc 
Ip h<r .a«aipn ft? was vgry happy ; 
as0ie pexfpi^ly pofffflba :^*t fle^^ibilitf 

tutcs facc-pUjing, fjie fHcpqe^ed S<lMfllIy 
well io fnrious,, ajjiproiis, and tep^er 
parU : • in fljort» ftc b^mjfpc .fingiiig 
md for a^ng. .. j . ; • • . . 

The violence of party, ^. QjiapiU, 
ibf the two lingers, Quz^qui and Fauftj- 
na, was (o great, that wlipn tkc ^dmirtrs 
-of beg^a to appla^ -jthftfe of Q^r 
were fare to^hifs i on which accou|i)t opeci^s 
ceafed for fomc tinoie in Xiondoq. 

If .th« ffs^uentBfs trf" .mtt^pal dfi^i 
bad not then been ^nf mi^s fp ^is p»n 
pleafure, themeritof thefc.fi/igfCPSfiRfift- 
«d of «XceUen(i9»i(>jdi^«j^t wa^tii^m^, 

that th*y j»ighfr Imfi i^pjfwifd weh-fey 
turns, aad, from thsix f6¥er#l;p©<fe6tiafli8, 
by turns, have received equal 4diglut;. 
UnltickajF for tmAc^ people, whD 

cstA i>e fovind^ the viiokafie of tbefe feuds 

• has 
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has cure4 all fucc^cding paaaagMj,, pf thf?^ 
actrawgaMe of bringing oyer twojSoger^ 
of thc&me f^x, at. a. txm»g of difp^^^bl^^ 
abil^e?.;;.... ' ..J 
it is natUMl to .wi(htq;kjaipw..'fb(* 
opin^pn of ftcaagers concerrnqg, our owi\ 

^ifh Quaotp^ .in his ^ceoijq.f, of thfi 
fiate of mufio in «Loo<iloa«. whco.hft, wa9 

The .opera orcheftra^i which confifted 
chiefly of CcTman?,, with a fisw, Italians, 
and two or three. £ngli(hmen, was led 
by Caftrucci, apd, hcing under Haqdel'a 
dite4tton# all went well. _ . . , . 

The fecoftd ppera which M. Quanta 
heard in London, was compofed by Bug* 
noncioi; bift tbis was not fa inuch, af^r 
proved as the otj^er, for Hawipl's depth 
.and Ibliditv overpowered the lightnel^ 
and grace of BuononqAi. 

MUUo and Tofi were now in London, 
^hlcb at t]^is time did not abound in fold 

ipUysrs tf pom »ny,>i»ftr ument. The -prin- 
cipal 

9 
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cipal were HandeU on the harpiichord 
and organ ; Gemlniani, a great mafter on 
the violin ; Dubourg, his fcholar, an 
Englifliman, who was a pleafing per- 
former on that inftr&ment ; the two Gaf- 
trucci's, who were brothers, and toler- 
able folo playfers': Wdidiemann, ^i'XSer- 
fiian, and Fefting", sin' EngUfliman,* on 
the German flute, with Mauro d'Aiaia, 
who came to England vyith Fauftina ; he 
was a good performer on the viDlin, and 
an excellent leader ; his manner of play- 
ing was clear and diftind, but he pever 
ventured at great difficulties. 

M. Quantz acquaints us, that he had 
the good fortune to be well received by 
feveral: people of rank, who endeavoured 
to perfuade him to fettle in England; 
Handel advifed him to this mtafbre ; 
lady Pembroke, a great judge and cn- 
courager of muflc, propofed to make him 
a benefit, in which baron Bothmar 
would have taken care of his intereft, 
but he declined it 3 for, as he was ftill 

a fer- 
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a fervant of the king of Poland, he did 
not chufe to perform in public, thinking 
it a duty to his prince to oflFcr him the 
&r& fruits of his travels. 

Upon his return to Drefden, he was 
eftabli(hed in the King's chapel^ with 
an addition to his former falary of 250 
dollars a yeac. He now entirely quitted 
the hautbois^ fuppoiing it hurtful. to the 
embouchure oi the. flute, which, from this 
time, he made his fole ftudy. 

lA 1728, he went to Berlin, with haron 
Seyfertiz, in ih^ /uiie of the king of 
Poland J where he was obliged, at the 
command of the Queen of Pruffia, but 
with the permiflion of his royal mailer, 
to remain for fome months. Pifendel^ 
'Weifs, and BufFardin were, by the fame 
order, c^led thither. After he had had 
the honour of playing before the queen, 
two or three times, he was offered a place 
and penfion of 800 dollars a year. He 
was very willing to accept of them, but 
the. King his mafter would not. grant hJ^s 

Vot. II. O con* 



confent : however, this prince gave hio^ 
a general ,'permiffioa to go to Berlin, as 
often as he was defircd^ 

This year, 1728, the prince royal, his* 
•prcfent majefty of PruiBa,. determin/ed to 
learn the German flute, and M. Quanta 
had the honour to leach htm. On this 
account, he was obliged to go twice a 
year to Berlin, jEluppin, or Reiniberg,. 
the leveral refidences of his royal fcho- 
lan 

T^fter thtt death of the ki^ of Pdiand^. 
in ;i733ft his^ fon, Auguftus -llh not 
chufing to^.difiuirs M. Quantz, raifed his 
appointment to 800 dollars, and confirm- 
ed the permiffion which had been grant-* 
ed by his royal father, for his going oc- 
cafionally to Berlin. ~ 

• In 1734, he publiChed his firft folosj. 
•But he does not acknowledge the fottatas,. 
-which t^cre printed under his name, int 
Holland^, . about that time* 

in 1739, M. Quantz finding a great 
'Scarcity of German flutes, undertook io- 

• ' 8 • bore 



bore them hioifdf.for the ufe of his pu- 
pilsj an enjejpn^e whiehi ^fterwArdSjj he 
fodfld tso Ik5 voty lacmtive. 
^ Id 174 1 # he was jigaijn iavitCKj tp Ber- 
l|p, in qc4^r enter ^nto t|ieiervice of his 
qpyal fcholar, now Kin^ of Pruflia, with 
offers of an annual penfion of 2000 dollars 
£or liipi, a feparate payment for compofi* 
tions ; 100 ducats forevery fiute he ihoiild 
deliver ; and an exemption from playing in 
the orcheftra, or any where elfe, but in the 
King's chamber, as well as from d^en** 
dance on any other conxmands than thofe 
of his majefty ; which terms, as the 
King of Poland was too gracious longer 
to refufe his difmiflion, M. Quantz was 
unable to refift. 

In 1752, he publiflicd his Art of Flay* 
ing the German Flute i and it was this 
ye^r that he invented the new joint for 
the upper-piece of the flute, by whicii 
means, without drawing out* "the middle 

piece, add without hurting the tone, the 
inftrunxent may be.raifed or low.ered, half 

4 ' • • ...» 

a note. 

■ Oz And 
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And now, haviog traced our indaf^ 
trious mufician through the troublefome 
mazes by which he arrived at the temple 
of Fortune, we fliall leave him to the 
enjoyment of that reputable eafe, that 

otium cum dignitate, to which every artifl 

in years, and in his fenfes, afpires/ 

Upon quitting M. Quantz, I went to. 
the parade^ in hopes of hearing military 
mufic, as well as of ieeing military difci- 
pline, in its utipoft perfbdiion* 

Tlie parade at Potfdam is in a field, 
enclofed by a wall, where no ftranger is 
permitted to enter, ^ without leave from 
the captain of the guard. With refped 
to mufic, the fanie ftabiiity of flyle, ajoid, 
of tafte, is obfervable here as at court ; 
and I did not find that the Pruifians, in 
their marches, had advanced a fingle-ilep 
towards novelty, or refinement, fince the 
firft years of his prefent majefty's reign j 
for neither the airs that were played, nor 
the inftruments that played them, bad 
any peculiar merit : however^ the old- 

fafliioned 



Digiiiiud by Google 



[ 197 1 

faftiioned march, of dot and go one^ is 
perhaps, beft calculated to mark the* 
timCf and to regulate the Aeps of the 
foldiers. 

In vifitin^ the principal ftreets and 
fquares of this beautiful city^ which is 
>¥ell-built, well-paved, magnificent, and 
jiew, I could not help obferving, that 
foot palTengers were here, as well as in 
every other city of Europe, except Lon- 
don, expofed to accidents from being 
mixed with horfes and carriages, as well 
as from the infolence and brutality of 
their riders and drivers, for want of a • 
foot-path*. 

I know not whether it has been re- 
marked by writers of travels, that on the 
Via Appia, and other ancient roads in 
Italy^ a place was fet apart, on each fide, 
for the convenience of pedeflrians ; and 
in vifiting Pompeia, where an entire an- 
tique Roman ftreet has been dug out, I 

♦ In Paris, a great number of citizens are an- 
nually killed and maimed for want of this retreat, 

O X obferved 
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obrerved the £sime thing.' ARommict^ 
tizen^ whether patrician* or plebeiany was ^ 
a refpedable charadler j; and, perhaps, 
England is the only country, at prefent, 
' where the common people are fufficiently 
refpeded, for their lives and limbs to be 
tliought worth preferving. 

,ThQ prefent rage for architedure, in hi« 
Fr-uiGaft maj^fl:y» ia carried on with fach 
cxceijs, that,^ia Potidarq^ buildiogs wbicU 
have all the external? grandeur aud ele- 
gance -of -palslces, are made tlie hiibita^ 
tjion^- of* Gomti^on'^foldiersv who rather 
exift th^i^/li-ve ia theKi, .upon five creur* 
zersy two pence half-penny, a day% How-^ 
ever, this.pafli0ft ife h'efeditury, foir the 
late King gf BrufTifi it « ^Oddition, 
in beftowing- offices and employments 
about his court and perfon, that each 
incumbent ihould build a houfe referring; 
to himfelf the plfcafure of planning and 
<?on ft ruling the front. 

I did not quit Potfdam, before I had 
again had the honour to partake of Lord 

Mar-^ 
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Maribal's bofpitalky/ by diaing with hh 
lordlhip a fecond time ; where wit^ good 
tMTeeding, and godd humour, crowned 
tiie board. Aftef wbich^ while I was 
preparing fdr my return to fierlin, I re- 
ceived a menage from coL Forcade, . to 
acquaint me that tjie prince of Pruflia 
4kfired me to firp witbliiiir, srt half an 
hour paft fix, and that he would prefent 
me to his royal lughnefsu This great 
and unexpeded honour fomewbat embar- ' 
faffed me, as it was my full intention to 
get to Berlin that ev^^ning, time enough tb 
go to the Accademia, or concert, to which 
I had been invit6d,« and which, I had been 
4old; 'woold b« miide as brilliant in peiv 
formance as poffible. On my account r; 
but the fear of not appearing fufEciently 
fenfible of tke prince's condefcenfion, and 
indeed df iiX^t executing properly the 
commiffion which I had undertaken con- 
cerning the booksy determined me to ilay. 

At half an hour pad fix in the even- 
ing, I tiberefore went to the pahce i)f 

O 4 the 



I 200 I 

the prince royal* where I expected to 
hear mufic ; but cards, and converfation, 
£lled up the time, till f upper. At mf 
firft entrance, I had the honour of being 
prefeixted to his priacefs, who is fair, 
rather tall, and poffefled of that pkafing 
degree of plumpnefs, which the French 
call I' embonpoint charmant : with a perfoa 
infinitely lefs agreeable than falls to the 
lhare of this .princefs, her uncommonly 
gracious and condefcending addref$ and 
manner would captivate every one whom 
ihe honours with her .notice- 

Her royal highnefs had heard that I 
had been with Lord MarjOhal, itnd that { 
was attached to mulic ^ and upon thefe 
.fubjeSs ihe politely dwelt a confiderable 
time. She plays the harpQchord well 
herfelff as I was aflured, and was very 
curious and converiible ^boat mufic; 
even whije at cards, fhe condefcended tQ 
addrefs herfelf to me very frequently, 
;|n4 at laft aiked me if I had known her 
.^rgtlier, whei^ he was ia England ir-rl 
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then recoll«ded» and not beforet that her 
rpyal highnefs was a princefs of Hefle- 
Danr.ftadt, and fifter to that prince of 
Hefie-Darmftadt, who laft year made the 
tour of finglandj and to whom I had had 
the honour, of b^ing prefeated in Lon- 
don. 

' During this time» a young prince of 
two years of age» apd his .iifter of only a 
year old, were brought into the card- 
room to the princefs their mother ; and, 
9ot long after, the prince of Pruffia en- 
tered, to whom I had the honour of be- 
ing prefcnted. His royal highnefs is tall, 
tndof a manly, plain, natural, and agree- 
able cbarader. At fupper, he was fo 
gracious ^ to make me fit down on hia 
left hand, and to addrefs the difcourfe to 
me almofl; the whole evening. He was 
chearful and open, and feemed very well 
acquainted with the prefent Hate of the 
feveral countries of Europe, particularly 
England. Mufic had a confiderable fhare 
in the conyerfatiooy and it was not diffir 

6 cult 
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Cttit to ditifrover that bis ro]ral bightieft b 
Icfs Afongly attached to t>lft -lobufici aiid^ 
to old matters, than hk-mejefty. ' " 

B 6 R X J N. 

The cv^iuog^^fipr^ jcny rexura ta .thwi 
city, Oftc4>ers3d^ |yl. Linthcr £311 
obliging as eo condu^ m€ tc^ a «pvivli& 
concefCy compofed ^-the^pri^i^pAt^j3^o-^. 
ftlTor^^ a^ gentkmeft perforaTers of Ber-- 
lin. It was performed at the apartments^ 
of M» ILone, the King of Prtiflift'9 firfr 
wdUo, ki one of the fine houfes of the 
New Town, built by his m<geRy. - ! . 
- I here heard a conc^rfg 6f**tht'feit 
conMit-mtAer Gfftaii*b compdfition, pefi^ 
formed* b^«M^ Kcme^ with more force 
than delicacy; a difficult flutecoocerto, o^ 
Quantz^ by JVI* Lintner, very neatly exe- 
cuted ^ add a concerto, on tht fiiliad inftro^ 
meht, by M. Riedti df his dilirii'eompoC^ 
tion, of which, botl>thc fty4e knd perforitt^ 
ance, were rather ancient and coarfe ; with 
feveral fy mphonies of Hafle and Grmm 

^ . With- 
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Without farther diibdBbn of thb me« 
fits of the feveral compoiitions - whiqbi 
I heard at thi% concert, h imift ob^ 

ferve, that the muficians of many parts- 
c£ Europe^ ihave diibov^red and adopted 
Mr tain rtfinefMiiisi in-ithe manner 06 
Mecuting "even old mufic, which are 
not yet received ih the* Berlin fchooJ, 
where piafitfi ahd /off es ark^buf little At^ 
tended to, aiid where ekch pcrfdrmef 
fcems trying to furpafs his neighboui', id 
nothing fo much as loMdniJs ; a conten- 
tion which* very mdcli ' refbmbles th<J 
old naval i^otl t)f rUhrting the hoop; id 
which each fpitefully ftrives to ad; witH 
more force' than thofe around him ; fof 
as the chief exertion of th6 £lflor is fo be 
feltt^ that of the Berlin^ muiician is to be 
heard^ 

If I may depend on my own fenfations, 
I fhould imagine, that the mufical per- 
formances of this country want contrafi % 
and there feems to be not only too many. 
Iiotes in them, but thofe notes are ex- 

prcfied 
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pre&d with too little attention to the 

Jegne of force, that the inftruments^ 
for which they are made are capable of.. 
Sound can only be augmented to a . cer- 
tain degree^ beyond that^ is noi/e. I. 
have elfevyhere faid, I confefsj tbat even 
Koife is fometimes fuccefafully made, in 
fail pieces; but, when this is attempted^ 
it ihould be for the fake of that contrail: 
and oppofition of paffages and mufical 
phrafes, by which one contributes to the 
efie<^ ojf another; for, when a piece, is 
f xqcutcd with fuch unremittipg fury, as 
I have fometimes heard, it ceafes to be 
mufic ; and^ inftead of a pa^rt, the whole 
deferves no other . appellation than that 
of mjfe. 

At this concert I met with M. kiick. 
formerly mufician to prince Henry, his 
PruiSan majefty's brother. This perfor- 
mer vifited England during the laft war, 
at which time I- frequently heard him 
play the folos of Benda, on the violin, 
with great feeling and exprefSon he 

has 
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has iince relinquiihed mulic, as a profef- 
lion, but, as a dilettante, he has not been 
idte; he has a ftrong hand on the violin, 
with great knowledge of the finger- 
board; and has compofed feveral con- 
certos, folos, and fymphonies, in a pleat- 
ing and brilliaat ftyle; but {omotUrn, that, 
at Berlin, he is regarded as a heretic* I 
went home with him from the concert; 
and accompanied him in a great number 
of his own pieces. 

' Sunday 4th. This morning I was vi- 
fited by M. Agricohi M. Reidt, the Ger-i 
man flute* player, who has been more 
than twenty years in the fervice of his 
Pruffian majefty, and M. Sehiikr, a di* 
iettante of great merit, ttnd intelligence in 
muiical matters. " ■ ^ " 

.M. Agricola was fo obliging as to go 
with me to St. Peter's church, which has 
the largeil organ, and the beil organic 
in Berlin ; this inftrumeat was begun ia 
the time, and at the expence of the late 
king, and was intended to be the largefi: 

in 
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in the world. Since the death of this 
printe it has remained unfiili(hed, as his 
prefeat a^c&y's zeal for the church has 
QOt hitherto inclined hioi to cQa]^plete it^ 
after the original plan. The organ is 
placed over the pulpits tins inftruoient 
was to have contaiaed 1 50 jftc^s, aad to 
bave bad fix ftts keys, befides pedals ; 
9t prefent, its .whole contents are 50 flops, 
with three fets of keys for the hands, and 
one for the feet ; but, eyen ia 'this diini- 
xiifliied: ftate»' it is too powerful for the 
building, and each tone is continued fo 
long, by the reverberation, after the hand 
is tafc^n off, or removed to another^ that 
all 16 coofaied and sndiftind, 

M. Bertuch, the organift, howevery 
is a good player he has a ftrong hand, 
and great knowledge of th<p inftrucaent. 
After playing extempore, a very ihsdter** 
ly iotrodu^on, he executed a moft leara* 
«d and difficult double fugue, compofed 
by (^d Bach, exprefly for the i^e of organs 
with pedali* 

In 
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la tb$. church of St. Mary^ ibere i$ ^ 
fine organ, built by Wagner ; M. Ringb^ 
ihe organiftj t$ mMb efteeiBcti at % perr 
fc^iner of extempore fi/g^, fiJipugjti l|f 
is poiTefled of kis briUjiai;^;/ of fiag^iy 
ihftsi the organift of St. Peter. 
- I had this afternooo the pleafiire of 
another ooa&renGe wkk M, lilarparg. 
it ^wes a mortifyii^ circimiftaAce to ae^ 
that the multiplicity and variety of my 
cquiries io this citft ^d die little tune 
allotted me for making them, ^ cereiiteiL 
me frOm more frequently enjoying the 
convcrfation of this gentletnan, whofe 
teaming and iolelligence, on the fubjeft 
of mufic, are equally extenfive and {iro^ 
found. 

Upon quitting M. Marpurg, I made a 
iecoad vifit to mademoUelte Schmeliog» 
wha favoured me with fev^al fomgs of 
uncommon rapidity, and compais; her 
powers, in thefe particulars! are truely 
tiftoniihing ; but (he is frequently com- 
pelled to abttfe tibefe powers by tl^ 

that 
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that are given her to execute, ia which (he 
has paffages, that degrade the voice intb 
an iaftrument, indeed, often fuch as a 
player of tafte would be afliamed to exe* 
cute upon any inftrument. 

Breaking a common chord into com- 
mon arpeggios and paiTages of no mean- 
ing, fuch as may be feen in the fecond 
allegro of Corelli's third folo, dojes not 
fcem to me an employment that refleds 
much honour^ either upon a compofer^ or 
performer. 

There was ftill a little want of bright- 
nefs in the middle of mad^ie Schmel- 
ing's voice ; and I can imagine it poifiUe 
for her fiill to improve in iinging adagios, 

though not in the execution of allegros. 
She does not feem, at prefent, to be placed 
in the heft fchooUfor advancement in 
taftej expreffion, and high finifhing ; fov, 
befides the partiality of the king> to 
particular compofitions, the principal men 
fingers of this opera are not now at their 
beft period ; and^ if they were, variety ta 

perhaps 
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perhaps more neceiTary to awaken geniusi' 
and ferment the latent feeds of tade in a 
young performer, than the example of 
in few individuals, which infpires no 
other rage than that of mere imitation. If 
raademoifelle Schmeling were to go to 
Italy, {he would not perhaps meet with 
greater powers than her own, in any 
one performer but^ by adopting the 
peculiar excellencies oi. many performers, 
of different fchools, and talents, her flyle^ 
like the Venus of Apelles, would be an 
aggregate of all that is excjuilite and 
beautiful. 

At the houfe of mademoifelle Schmel-^ 
Ing« I heard this morning M. Mara exe- - 
cute^ with great abilities, feveral pieces 
On the Violoncello * 3 he is a young 
man, and the fon of a performer of the 
fame name^ and upon the fame inflru-^ 

♦ Soon after I left Berlin, he was married to 
thademoifelle Schmeling, vhd now flgns herfdif^ 
Mara, NU^ Schmeling. 

Vol. IL P meot^ 
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ment, whofe talents have been much 
celebrated in Germany. 

Oaober 5^ I .this morning vilited 
M. Sulzcr, member of the royal academy 
of gentlemen at Berlin ; he is author of 
feveral works in literature, which are 
much efteemed. This gentleman is par- 
ticularly attached to mufic, and has been 
. very diffufe upon it in his I'heory of Polite 
ArtSf where he has manifeded great tafte 
and refinement^ as well as depth and 
learning, in his manner , of treating fe- 
yeral of the mufical articles ; this work 
is written in the form of a di<Sionary, of 
which only the firft volume, extending 
from the letter A to I, is, as yet, pub- 
lifhed 5 however, the fecond volume, 
which will complete the deiign, is in 
great forwardnefs. 

We had a long mufical conference to- 
gether I and I found him to be, not only 
well-read in books concerning mufic, but, 
an ingenious and refined thinker, on the 
fubjedt. 

M. Schiiler, 
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M. Schiilcr, the dilettante, whom I. 
.mentioned before, and who had been lb 
obliging, as to introduce me to this gen- 
tleman, conducted me afterwards to M. 
Kirnberger, a mafter whom I was very 
delirous to fee, as I was well acquainted 
with many of his compofitions, and had 
heard much of his mufical controverfies. 

John Philip Kirnberger, was born in 
,1721, at Saalfeld, in Thuringia, a pro- 
vince of Saxony ; at the age of eighteen, he 
went to teipfic, where he ftudied under 
Sebaftian Bach, till 1741, when he went 
into Poland, where he was admitted into 
the fervice of feveral Polifli princes; and 
afterwards, appointed diredlor of the 
mufic at a convent. In 1751 he went 
to Drefden, where he ftudied the violin 
under Fickler, and fome time after, en- 
tered into the fervice of the king of Pruf- 
iia, as a performer on that inllrument; 
at prefent, he is court mufician to her 
royal highnefs, princefs Amelia of Pruffia. 
The harpfichord, which was his firft, 

P ^ is 
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is likewlfe his beft inftrument ; and hf^ 
compofitions for that, and for the orgart^ 
are very numerous, as well as his pole- 
mical and theoretical writings. Befides 
thefe publications, he has been editor of 
foiH* coUedlions of harpfichofd pieces^ 
•which include feveral of his own; and 
of all thefe, he has marked the finger- 
ing, according to the tules of C. P. Ev 
Bach^ 

He. played at my requcft upon a clavi- 
chord, during my vifit, fome of his fugues: 
and church mufic, which arc vei^y learned 
'and curious ; he likcwife prefented me 
with a copy of his mujkal iaJluiUes, and 2s 
fliort diflertation upon iemperamenty which 
he has lately publifticd *y as well as of 
leveral manufcript compofitionsr 

After this he had the complaifance toga 
with me to the houfe of Hildebrand, the 
beft maker of harpfichord^, and piano- 

* The German title is, (gonrtrilCtion fcCC (]Icicf)* 

fd wcbenDen ^cmpcratiir, Berlin/ fieOrucft \>t^ 

fortes^ 



r ] 

fortes, ia Berlin : here M. Kirnbergcr 
played again, and difcovered great ftrength 
of hand^a^ welLas knowledge in harmgny 

and modulation. 

I was perhaps^ the more flattered by 
the kind^efs and compliance pf . this inr 
genious profeiTor, from 1^ chacader^ 
which is grave and auflere ; he is faid 
to be fbured by oppofition and difap- 
pointment ; his prefent inclination leads 
him to mathematical Audies, and to the 
theory of mufic, more than the pradlice, 
in which be has fuch great abilities and 
io his late writings, he appears to be 
more ambitious of the charader of an 
algebraift, than of a mufician of genius. 

This afternoon I went to M. Marpurg 
for the laft time, who was fo obliging, 
on this occaiion, as to throw out all the 
temptations which he could fuggeft, in 
order to keep me longer in Berlin ; but my 
want of time rendered me inflexible; 
however, he kindly undertook to procure 
^nd tranfmit to me feveral inteiefting 

P 3 P*^- 



particulars feUtive to the hiftory of Ger- 
man mufic and muficians, and furnifhed 
me with the. defcription of a machine 
for writing. down extempore pieces of 
mufic, commonly called voluntaries, of 
which I had been lo^ng in fearch. 

To fix fuch fleeting founds as are ge- 
nerated in the wild moments of enthu- 
fiafm, while " bright -eyed fancy— — ? 

Scatters from her pidlured urn. 

Thoughts, that breathe, and noUs, that burn."- 

would be giving permanence to ideas 
wiiich refledion can never And. nor mer 
mory retain. 

I had been told, upon mentioning 
fuch a machine, among mufical Jefide- 
rat ay to counfellor Reiifenflein, at Rome, 
that one had been conHrudted at Berlin i 
and, upon my arrival here^ this intereft- 
ing piece of mechanifm was among the 
fixd objeds of my enquiry. I was toldy 
indeed, that fuch a one had been com- 
pleted to the fatisfadtion of the prin- 
cipal mu&cians of Berlin, but that it was 

fooni 
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Toon neglefled and throwa ^de ; an4 
not long fince, a fire happening in ^ 
houfe belonging to the royal academy 
where it was deported, this ingenious 
piece of aiechanlfm was burnt^ ^nd has 
. never fince been renewed. 

Before I fpeak further concerning the 
machine in queftion^ I mud inform my 
readers^ that the firfl idea cf fuch a con* 

I 

trivance being pradticable, was fuggefled 
to the Royal Society of London, in a pa- 
per written by the late rev. Mr. Creed^ 
^nd Xent tp the prefidejstf 1747* under 

the following title : 

' demonjiration of the poj/ibility of mak'^ 
tng a machine that Jhall write extempore 
voluntaries, or other pieces of mufic^ as fajl 
as any majlerjloall he^able to play them^ upon 
an organ, harpfichord^ &c. and that in a 
jc/iaraiier more natural and intelligible, and 

• * * • 

more expre^ve of all the 'varieties thofe ir}- 
Jiruments are capable of exhibiting, than 
the charaSler now iti ufe. 

P 4 Tijis 
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. This paper was publtiheci ihe fanif 
year, in The Philofophical TranfadioQS, 
183, and, afterwards, in Martyn's 
Abridgment, vol. x. p. 266 ; and the au« 
thor's idea always appeared to me fo fea- 
^b\cy that I have long wondered at its 
liot having been executed by fome inge-? 
nious EnglijCh mechanic* 

The £rft mention that I c^n find to 
have been made at Berlin, of fuch a con- 
trivance, was in 1752, in a printed ffeeklj 
Account of the moji remarkable Difcoveries: 
in Nature and Science. In J 753, an ample 
defcription of fuch a machine appeared 
in the fame weekly publication : and 
here, in an elaborate preface, the author 
points out the great want of fuch a piece 
of mechanifm, its utility, and properties^ 
^nd concludes with faying, that this ma- 
chine, fo big with advantages to mufic 
^nd muficians, is the particular inyentiqn^. 

bcfou&cre.(2ifinbin% of M. Unger. 

The defcription preceded the execu- 
$}PR fpp^ tim^. The invention was 

here 
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here only recommended to the public, 

and offered to be completed, and applied 
to a keyed inftrument, atafmall expencc* 
It was M. Hohlfeld, who afterwards 
conftruded the machine, and rendered it 
fo perfedl, that 1 was affured, by a great 
performer, who tried it upon a clavichord, 
that there was nothing in mufic which 
it could not exprefs, except tempo ru^ 
• pato. 

The defcription of the Berlin ma^ 
chine, fo much refembles that propofed 
by M. Creed, that I fhall not infcrt it 
here, but refer my reader to the Philofo-? 
phical Tranfadions, where he will find 
that the machine was to coniiH: of two 
cylinders, which were to be thoved by 
f:lock-work, at the rate of an inch in a 
fecond of time ; one of thefe was to fur- 
nifh paper, and the other was to receive 
it when marked by pins, or pencils, fixed 
at the ends of the feveral keys of the ixx'^ 
ftrument, to which the machine was ap- 
j)licd. The paper was to be prcvioufly 

pre* 
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prepared with red lines, which were to 
fall under tbcir rcfpcdlive pencils- 

The chief difficulties In the execution, 
which have occurred to EngliOi mecha- 
nics, with whom I have converfed on 
the fubjcdl, were, the preparation of the 
paper for receiving the marks made by 
the keys ; and the kind of inflrument 
which was to ferve as a pencil, and 
which, if hard and pointed, would, in the 
Jbrfe parts, tear the paper ; aad if foft, 
would not only be liable to break when 
uied with violence, but would b& wora 
. unequally, and want frequent cufting. 

In the Berlin machine, the pencils 
were appros^imated according to Mr, 
Crced^s idea, and made to terminate in a 
very narrow compafs, fo that paper qf 
an uncommon iize was fiot requifite | 
but it was ml found neceflary to prepare 
the paper, as propofed iu the Philofophi- 
cal Tranfadions j for the degree of gra- 
vity, or acutenefsy of each found, was af- 
certained by a ruler applied to the mark- 
ed paper, when taken off the cylinder. 
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I fhall make no farther obfervations 
upon this fubjedl, at prefent, except that* 
though M. Unger feems to lofe the ho-* 
nour of the invention^ by Mr. Creed's 
more early publication of it ; yet, that 
of the execution will wholly remain with 
M. Hohlfeld, till fome £ogli(hman (hall 
participate it with hioi, by a like fortu- 
nate completion of the difcovcry of his 
countryman, Mr. Creed, 

When I quitted M. Marpurg, I went 
to a concert, at the houfe of baron Seid- 
litz, one of his Pruffian majefty's mi- 
nifters, where I had the honour of being 
introduced by M. Jof^ Benda. The ba- 
ron is his fcholar, and played a concerto, 
by M. Fran* Benda, reafonably well, for 
a dillettante* M. Grauel, a violoncello 
performer in the King s band, played a 
concerto ; it was but ordinary mufic ; 
• however, it was well executed, though 
in the old manner, with the hand under 
the bow. After this, M. Jofcph Benda 
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played one of his brother's concertos very 
neatly, with a good tone, and true into^ 
nation. This piece had no other. fault, 
than that of bejng , too long, wbkh is 
ever the cafe .herej, in every fpecica of 
eompodtion, where .e^ch movQa>ent: is fo 
protra£tQd» that attention, oaja jn^eKer be 
kept awake to the end. 

I found, upon enquiry, that the (?ui*^ 
t(nb^®d)Uler; or choms of children, who 
iing about the flreets, Hill fubiifts ia Ber- 
lin ; they are furnifl:ied with a grey uni- 
form and cloaks, and are twenty-four in 
number. The money which they col- 
led; is divided among them. 

At the college of Cologn, in this cityi 
the children are taught reading, writing, 
and Jinging : as are the children of the 
foldiers, at the garrifon church. 

In mod parts of Germany, where the 
proteftant religion is eAabli(hed, each 
pariih has a cantor to teach iinging, and 
to direct the chorus. • - * 

• . Though 
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Though cantor is a general appellation 
for a finger, it is in a particular manner 
applied, in this ccmntrjr, to the perfon who 

•hM ti}e diredibn of £nging «thc pfalms 
and iiyEnns*4A pariih xh^rches. .He id 
precentor^^ or leader of the plalm, which 
he likewife cnd«, by finging the kft word 
of every line : fo that he iDiay be called 
the alpha and omega of facrcd fong. 

i. -The cantor, who is likewife frequent- 

"'Vf ftihool-meftcr, befidcs having a good 
voice, (hould ncceffaxily undcrftand coun-* 

. terpoint j if not in a high degree, at lead 
fufEcicntly to correft fuch errors as may 
have crept into coifipofitions, through the 
ignorance or careleflnefs of iranfcribers. 
He (hould likewife be able to make an 
accurate fcore, and from the (core to fi- 
gure the bafe, in fuch a manner as to 
clude all the accidents of modulation. 

Without thefe qualifications," fays 
• Walther, in his Mufical Lexicon, as a 
-German organift is not gifted with 

ufti- 

« 

\ 
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tiniverfal knowledge, no perfed bar- 

monj can be hoped/' 

In, the market- towns and villages of 
Thuringia^ in Saxony,. where two perfons 
are ufually employed in a fchool^ he who 
direfls the mufic in the choir, or leads 
the pfalm or chorus, is Cdllcd.re^or, or 
fchool*mafter» and the organift is com- 
monly cantor. 

The Italian comic operas at Berlin are 
performed at the expence of the King, for 
which two women, and three men fingers, 
are in falary. The inftrumental perfor- 
mers are drawn from his majefty's band, as 
are the dancers, from his ferious opera ; 
the fingers, male and female, redde at 
Potfdam. Thefe operas are performed at 
no fixed time, but depend upon the King's 
pleafure to command them, in one of th^ 
theatres of his palaces, at Potfdam, Ber- , 
lin, or Charlottenburg. 

The Queen, and the princefs dowager 
of Prufiia, frequently give concerts at 
Berlin, to which the entrance is open 

and 
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and general. At tfaefe pefformanceSf tlie 
principal fingers of the opera, and mu-* 

iicians of his majefly's band^ are cm- 
ployed. 

In aflemblieSf except minuets, the 
dances are aimed conftantly Englidi; 
the Polonoifei fo much in vogue for* 
merly, are now no longer prailifcd, but 
they ftilU feme times^ make ufe of French 
. dances. 

The night watch here, confifls of a 
certain number of armed men^ who are 
diftributed in the feveral ftreets, through* 
out the city. They cry the hour in a 
kind of chantf with th^ found of a horn» 
which is likewife the cuftom throughout 
Germany. 

Among the principal muiicians of Ber- 
lin» I have not yet mentioned M. Charles 
f^afch, chamber-mufician to the King, 
and fon of the celebrated chapel-mafter of 

that name. In our feveral attempts to meet 
each other at Berlin, I was always unfor* 
tunate; and his waiting time at Potfdani 
^ coming 
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coming on, jnft when I quitted that citjl^^ 
I was not fo happy as to hear him pby i 
hut, if I may judge by his reputation^ 
and by his compofitions for the harpfi- 
chord> in which the greateft fire and de-^ 
licacy are united, he muft be an excellent 
performer. 

M. Schale is likewife an organlft and 
harpfichord- player of reputation in Bfcr-» 
lin, whom I was not fo fortunate as to 
hear. 

M. Reidt, the performer on the flute^ 
mentioned before, is defcended from 
EngliOi parents ; be is regarded as a 
learned mufician but his flyle of com-* 
pofition and performance, is dry and un-^ 
interefting ; he is author of a Treati/i 
upon mufical I$Uervals^ which has been 
celebrated in its day 5 it is full of calcu- 
lations, which are ufelefs to men of" * 
fcience^ and which men of refinement 
and genius will never fubmit to iludy^ 
^It is, indeed, a fpecles of learning* 
among muficians, which is apt to dege« 

nerate 
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toerate into pedantry and it is fomewhat 
remarkable^ that from all the. learaed 
and operofe calculations of profelTcd ma- 
thematicians, not a fingle piece pi ac- 
tical mufic ))as ever been prodaced, that 
is fupportable to the ear of perfons of 
Jafte I. fp true it is, that the operations 
of. cool apd deliberate refledion, have 
lefs power over our feelings, than, thole 
of paffion and enthufiafm.^ . - 

MuficaJ controverfies in Berlin have 

« 

been carried on with more heat and ani- 

^ ■ : ) ' . ► 

sno^it]^ than elfewhere ; indeed there are 
more critics .and theories in this city^ 
than praditioners ; which has not, per- 
haps, ' either refined .the tafte, or fed the 
faocy of t^e performers. 

I muft not. quit Berlin without a more 
particular mention of the two Grauns, 
.thaji I have hithprto had occafion to 
make J / pierhapsi in fpeaking of thefe 
comppfers, the faireft way would be to 
give the reader two characters of each, the 
ODC^ that of their partifans and admirers in 

' Vol . h Berlin, 
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Berlin, and the othert drawn from the 
unbiased judgment of thofe whom nei- 
ther habit nor authority have influenced^ 
but who examine their prodttdion8» 
with as little prejudice as they would 
thofe of anonymous compofers. 

The works of the chapel -matter 
Graun^ are very numerous i before his 
arrival at Berlin, he fet three or four 
operas in the German language at Brunf- 
wick, but the words were bad, and 
it is not fair to judge of hii genius 
by thofe early produdions. 

He compofed for the Berlin theatre, in 
the fpace of fourteen years, from 1742 to 
i756,twenty-reven Italian opera<i > andfo# 
the church, a Te Deum, and a PaJ^nerhC'^ 
fides mifcellaneous prodiidiions of lefs im« 
portaace, as pde^ and cantatas,, with the 
overture and recitatives of the paftoral 
opera of Galatea, of which bis msK 

jefty, Qjiantz, and NicheUnaa, fet ibe 
ibngs. 
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Thift cciiii{K>rer died at ficrliti iys9^ 
M which time inaumerable poems and 
panegyrics were . written to^ his memory. 
Among the Critical Letters concerning 
MufiCt pctbliflied by M. Marpurg, there 
is an addrcfa to M. Freid. Wiihelm Za-^ 
charia, the celebrated poet and mufician 
of J^nfwick^ tecommending the death 
of Gnmn to bis mu6. No great ftreA 
can b^ laid on panegyrics i however^ 
there are few of Graun's admirers, who 
are not iHsady to burn with fire and fag^ 
got all tfaofe who dare to doubt of this 
author's veracity. 

^^Graun^ the Inrighteil: ornament of 
^« the German mufe, the noble maftcr 
of fweet melody^ is iloW no more i 
creator of his own tafte^ he fpoke aot| 
but to our liearts j tender, foft, com- 
pafiionate^ elevated, pompous^ and 
terrible, by turns *be could force 
^* tears of admiration from us, at his 
*' pleafurc i an af tift, who made no other 

Qjj " ufe 
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y ufe of art, than to imitate nature, in 
the moft pleafing, and cxprcflive 
manner ; each ftrok^ of his pencil 
was equally perfect, full of invention, 
and of new ideas, his genius was in- 

5' e;ihauftible. The model qf facrcd mu- 
fic, and in the theatfe iaiinita|jle ! a 
m^U; who commanded our affe<3;jLons, 
not only by his talents, ^but . by his 

" vijrtues, of friendfliip, probity, and 

" pat^-iotifm ; . eo.nsmn was.ev.er fo uni* 
verfftlly lamented. by .the whoie nation, 

"from, the king, to the loweft of his 
fubjeas 

Now, to reverra the medal j it is de- 
nied, by the other, party, that Graun 
was the creator of his own tafte, which 
is the tafte of Vinci ; they deny, that he 
is ever pompous or terrible, but fay, that 
an even tenor runs through all his works, 
which .never reach the fublime^ .^hough 

* «rittfd)e SSriefe uUx Die ^lonfunp. t SSant). 
fgcrlin 1760* ; , 

the 
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the tender and graceful are frequently- 
found in them i they are equally unwill- 
ing to fubfcribe to his great invention, 
or the originality of his ideas ; and 
think that ilill more perfei^t models of 
facred mufic may be found in the cho^ 
ruffes of Handel, and the airs and duos 
of Pergolefe and Jomelli : nor can they 
well comprehend, how that compofer can' 
be called inimitable^ who is himfelf an 
imitator. 

The concert- mafter, John Goltlib 
Graun, brother to the opera- compofer, 
his admirers fay, was one of the greateft 
performers on the violin of his time, and 
moft afTuredly^ a compofer of the firft 
rank ; his overtures and fymphonies are 
majeftic, and his concertos are mafter- 
pieces, particularly thofc for two violins, 
in which he has united the moft agree- 
able melody, with all the learning that 
the art of counter- point can boaft; he has 
likewife frequently fct the Sahe Regina, 
9nd compofed maffes, which are rendered 
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grand and noble by iimplicity and good 
melody, e?en in the moft laboured parts.'* 
But lefs quarter is granted to his ma(ler» 
by the admirers of more modern mufiCt 
than to his brother; they, often finci 
his overtures and fymjphonies too likt 
thofe of JuuUyi and too fuU of notes to 
produce any other effect, when played 
at Berlin, than that of fiuiining the 
bearers ; $uid in his concertos and church 
fnuficy whep that is not the cafe» the 
length of each movement is more im- 
moderate, tbm ^Qhriftian patience can 
endure* 

Perhaps the truth may lie between 
thefe two opinions ; and with refpedt to 
the chapelrmafter Graun» it ibould be 
remembered, that he was feldom allowed 
to follp\v th^ bent of his own genius. 

It was not at firft my ihtention to ds^ 
tain my reader fo long in Beiiinf and its 
environs 1 bu( the mufical performances 
in his Pruiiian majefty's dominions, have 
beefi fo mych celebrated during his reign. 
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ibat tkey merited a particular inveftiga« 
tion i it is nowr^ however^ time to fum 
up the evideiicet and it would be the 
higbeft injuftice to .deny, that Berlin has 
long had, and Aill has, a great number 
' of individuals among the mulical profef- 
ibrs^ whofe abilities are great and ftrik- 
ing^^ bat with refped: to the giueral 
and national ftyle of compofition and per- 
formance,, it Teems at prefent, to be 
formed fo much upon one models that it 
precludes all invention and genius. Per- 
haps, it would be equally rational to 
fuppofe, that the blood of a Quantz or a 
Graun, if injeded into the veins of an- 
other compofer, would circulate better 
than his own, as to imagine, that their 
ideas and thoughts, wlien he has adopted 
them, will fuit him better than thofe 
which he has received from nature. 

Of all the muficians which have been 
jQ the fervice of Pruilia, for more than 
thirty years, Carl. P. E. Bach, and Fran- 
cis Eenda, have, ''perhaps, been the only 

Qjf ^ two. 
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two, who dared to have a ftyle of their' 
own ; the reft are imitators j even 
Quantz and Graun, who have been fo 
much imitated, formed themfelves upon 

the works of Vinci and Vivaldi. 
Quantz is an intelligent man, and talks 
well concerning mufic ; but talking and 
compofing are difFerent things 3 when he 
wrote his book, more than twenty years 
ago, his opiniv;ns were enlarged and liberal^ 
which is not the cafe at prefent^ and 
Graun*s compofitions of thirty years ago,^ 
were elegant and fimple, as he was among 
the firft Germans to quit fugue and la- 
boured contrivances,and to allow,that fuch 
a thing as melody exiftcd, which, har- 
mony (bould fupport, not fufFocate; but 
though the world is ever rolling on, moft 
of the Berlin muficians, defeating its mo- 
tion', have long contrived to ftand ftill. 

Upon the whole, my expedations fron^ 
Berlin were not quite anlwered, as I did 
not find that the ftyle of compofition, 
pr planner of execut;ion, to which his 

PrufiiaQ 
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Pruffian majcfty has attached himfelf, 
fulfilled my ideas of perfcdlion Here, 
as elfewhere, I fpeak according to my 
own feelings: however, it would be pre- 
fumption in me to oppofe my fingle 
judgment to that of fo enlightened a 
prince if, luckily, mine were not the 
opinion of the greateft part of Europe; 
for, fliould it be allowed, that his Pruf- 
iian majefty has fixed upon the Auguftan 
age of mufic, it does not appear that he 
Jias placed his favour upon the befl: com- 
pofers of that age. Vinci, Pergolefe, 
liCo, Feo, Hajidel, and many others, who 
flouriihed in the bed times of Graun and 
Quantz, I think fuperiour to them in 
tafte and genius. Of his majefty's two 
favourites, the one is languid, and the 
other frequently conjmon and infipid,-— 
and yet, their names are religion at Ber- 
lin, and more fworn by, than thofe of 
Luther and Calvin* 

There are, however, fchifms in this 
pity, as ^elfewhere ; but heretics are ob- 
liged 
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liged to keep tl&eir opioicms to tbem- 
felves, while thofe of the eftabliihinent 
may fpeak out : for though a uoiverfal 
toleration prevails here, as to different 
fedts of chriflians, yet, in mu&c, who- 
ever dares to profefs any other tenets 
than thofe of Graun and Quantz, is fore 
to be perfecuted. 

Hence, the muiic of this country is 
more truly German than that of any other 
fgft of the empire ; for though then 
arc cottfiantly Italian operas here, ia car* 
nival tune, his Pruflian majefly wili 
fuffer none to be performed but thofe of 
Graun, Agrtcbla, or Hafle, and of this 
laft, and beft, but very few« And, in 
the opera houfe, as in the field, his ma- 
jefty is fuch a rigid difciplinarian, that 
if a miftake is made in a fingle move* 
meat or evolution, he immediately marks, 
and rebukes the offender ; and if any of 
his Italian troops dar6 to deviate from 
firid difcipliDC,* by adding, altering, or 
diminiihing a ^gle paiTage in the parts. ^ 

' they 
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tbey bave to perform, aa order is fentf 
de par le Rot, for them to adhere ftridly 
to the notes written by the compofer, 
at their peril. Thin, when compoiitiona 
are good» and a linger is licentious, may 
be an excellent methods but certainly 
ihuts out aU tafte and refinement* So 
that mu&c is truly ftationary in this coun- 
try, his majefty allowing no more liberty 
in that, than he does in civil matters of 
government: not contented with being 
ible monarch of the lives, fortunes, and 
bufinefs of his fubjedls, he even pre- 
fcribes rules to tkw moft innocent plea- 
iitres. 

HAMBURG. 

After the numberlefs queftions and vex*^ 

•tiotts taxes to which myfelf and bag^ 

gage had been fubjeded in paffing through 

the defpotic ftates of Germany, it was a 

very agreeable and unexpedled circum-* 

ftance to me to find the entrance into 

this city free from es^amination, or cuftom^^ 
^ houfe 
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faoufe embarraiTments^ the name only of a ' 
traveller being demanded at the gates. 
The ftreets arc ill built, ill paved and nar- 
now, but crowded with people who feem 
occupied with their own concerns ; and 
there is an air of chearfulnefs, induftry, 
plenty, and liberty, rn the inhabitants of 
this place, feldom to be ken/m other 
parts of Germany. • 

The city of Hamburg has long been 
famous for its operas, and it feems, from 
Matthefon's lift of them in his Muficai 
Patriot^ that thofe performed there, dur- 
ing the latter end of the laft century, 
and the beginning of this, exceeded, in 
number, thofe of ev^ry Qthcr city in the 
German empire. 

' The firft muficai drama, to be found 
in the annuls of the Hamburg ftage, i* 
Orontesy fet by the chapel-mafter, Theil> 
1678 ; but this, and moft of the operas 
pcf formed ,here till the beginning of the 
prcfcnt century, were in the German Ian-, 
guage. 

The 
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The compofitions of -Keifer, Matthe- 
fon, Handel^ and Thiemann, for this 
theatre, are the mod renowned^ of K.ei-! 
fer, fome account has been. already given, 
vol. L p- 350, ta which I fhall only add* 
that he composed ,131 hundred and feven 
operas,, chiefly, for .the Hamburg, ft^gei 
tha,t be wa$ bern .Jn 1673,. anil cjied 

J739. , r. . . , 

Of Matthefon, it will be neceflary; to 
be fonaewhat more particular, as he was 
not only a uative of Jiamburg, but one 
who. long figured -there in the triple cha^ 
rafter .of fins?!:- ^orppofer,. aqd. theorift. 
It was his boaft, beforehis death, in 1764, 
at the age of ,eighty-t\yo, that he had 
printed ^ Q^any books, on the fubjed; of 
^ufic,^ ;as he had lived years s and that 
' he (hould leave to his^exccutors an equal 
number, in manufcript, for the ufe of 
• -poftefity. 

In 176 1, he publilhed a tranflation of 
the Life of Handel, from the Engliflx, 
with additions and remarks, which are 

neither 

8 
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neitfaer Tcry candid nor liberal. But how 
Ihouid the author of that book expedqtiar'» 
ter from him, in which it is aflerted» that 
^ Matthefon was no great finger, and only 
employed odcafionally/* In refutation 
of which he alTures ns, that he conftant^ 
ly fung the principal part in the Ham« 
burg operas, during fifteen years, and 
with fuch fuccefs, that he could command 
the pailions of his audiencct by exciting 
in them, at his pleafure^ joyt grief, hope^ 
and fear« And who ihall venture to 
doubt of his having pofTefTed thefe powers, 
when their effeds are thus attefted ijf 
himfelft 

Indeed, this author was not only cap^^ 
tious and minute^ in his criticifms upon 
the writers under his confideration, but 
perpetually quarrelling with his readers : 
however^ he was diligent in findingi and 
exad in ftating fafts. 

Whoever wi&es to be acquainted with 
the particulars of Handel's younger years# 

before his arrival in England, or jour^ 

ney 
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ney into Italy, will find them in the 
'writings of M. Matthefbn: indeed, tra- 
dition has preferved fo many aneceotes 
concerningHanders performance at Ham- 
burg, that many mufical people there, 
v/ho came into the world too late to hear 
him, think they have been born in vain. 

It was in diis city that Handd. began 
his career, as a compofer, though, upon 
his firil arrival, he was only employed in 
the orcheflra, as a performer on the vio- 
lin, upon which he played the fecond 
ripieno part. 

He then pretended to know nothing 
Aough he ufed to be very arch, and had 
always, fays M. Matthefon, a dry way 
of making the graveit people laugh with- 
out ever laughing himfelf ; it was upon 
occafion of the harpiicbord player 8t the 
opera happening to be abfent, that he 
was firft perfuaded to take his place i but 
he then flie wed. himfelf to be a great 
snafler, to the aftonifhment of every one, 
except Matthefon, who had accideotaliy 

iiict 
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met with him at an organ in one of thd 
Hamburg churches in 1703 ^ at which 
time» he was nineteen^ and Matthefoa 
twenty-two years of age* 

After this he ufed frequently to dine 
with Matthefon> at the houfe of his 
father^ and he then> according to his own 
confeffion .obtained, from Handel, aknow- 
ledge in modulation, and a method of 
combining founds/ which no one elk 
could teach him. Thcfe young per- 
formers had at this time . frequent 
contefts together, for pre-emlnpnce on 
keyed inflxuments 5 and in thek fevcral 
trials Handel had condantly the .advan- 
tage on the organ, though Mattliefon 
^fbmetimes was thpught tp equal "him on 
the harpsichord. 

Upon a vacancy in an organift's place at 
Lub'ec, they travelled thither together, and 
in the w^yjpn compofed feveral double 
fugues^ dflMente^ {sljs Matthefon, not Ja 
penna., Buxtehude was then at Lubec, 
and an admirable organ-player ; how- 
ever. 
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eVef, Handers powers oh that inflru- 
ment afionifhed evefi thofc who Were 

accuftomed to hear that great performer. 

Handel and Matthefon were prevent- 
ed from becoming carididates folr thd 
place of OTganlft, at Lubcc, by a condn 
tion that was anne:^ed to the obtaining 
that office, which was no other than to 
take with it, a wife whom their con* 
ftitueats were to nominate; but think- 
ing this too great an honour^ thejr prc-» 
cipitately retreated to Hamburg. 

About this time was performed there 
an opera compofed by Matthefon, called 
Cleopatra, in which he adled the part 
of Anthony himfelf, and Handel play-;, 
ed the harpfichord; but Matthefon* 
being accuftomed, upon the death of 
Anthony, which happens early in the* 
piece, to take the harpfichord, in the' 
charaAer of compofcr, Handel rcfufed^ 
to indalge his vanity, by rclinquiflir 
iiifg to him thi§ poft k whigh q.cpa6Qiied 
fo violent a quarrel between them, that 
-Vol. IL R ftt 
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at going out of the hpufe, Matthefon 
gave him a flap on the face, upon which 
both immediately drew their fwords, and 
a duel enfued, in the market-place, be- 
fore the door of the opera-houfe : luckily, 
the fwprd of Matthefon was broke againft 
a metal button upon Handel's coat, which 
put an end to the combat, and they were 
foon after reconciled. 

Such is the account, which, long be* 
fore the death of Handel, Matthefon ' 
himfeif publiftied*, concerning the differ* 
ence that happened between them, dur- 
ing their youth,, at Hamburg. 

Handel remained five or fix years in 
this city, and compofed here, in i yo^^ 
his firft opera of Almira, which being 
greatly approved, he next year produced 
his fecond opera of Nero. From this 
time, till ijoi^ when he fet two other 
operas, F/orino, and Daphne» he furniflied 
nothing for the ftage, though he com- 

oo^ed 
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pofed harpfichord pieces, fingle fongs, 
and cantatas innumerable ; but, accord- 
ing to Matthefon, who is bot addidled to 
flattery, without tafle or delicacy, though 
excellent with refpedl to harmony : in- 
deed, during the laft century, harmony 
was fo much attended to by compbfers, 
that melody wa§ utterly negleded* 

During his refidence at Hamburg, 
Matthefon allows, that Handel improved 
his Ayle greatly, by his conftant attend- 
ance at the opera, and fays, that he was 
even more powerful upon the organ, in 
extempore fugues, and counterpoint, than 
the famous Kuhnau of Leipixc, who was, 
at this time regarded as a prodigy. 

Telemann, born at Magdeburg, in 
.1681, fucceded Keifer as opera com- 
pofer at Hamburg, for which city he 
produced thirty-five operas. His com- 
pofitions for the church and chamber, 
are faid to be more numerous than thofe 
of Alef. Scarlatti ; in the year 1740 his 
overtures amounted to fix hundred. This 

R 2 author. 
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author^ like ihe painter Raphael, h^d a 
firft and fecond manmr, which were ex- 
tremely different frocn* each other. . lo 
the firft, he was hard> fliiF, dry, and in- 
elegant i in the fecond, all that was pleat- 
ing, graceful, and refined. This varied 
and voluminous compofer, died at Ham- 
burg, 1767, in the eighty-fixth year of : 
his age. 

And now, having difpatched the four 
principal muiicians of pad times^ whoiie 
works have been the delight and orna- 
ment of this cky, I (hall proceed to give 
an account of what it contains moft re« 
tnarkable in muiic at prefent.^ . 

The firfl: vifit I made in this city, was 
to my worthy friend and correfpondeot, 
M. Ebeling with whofe converfation I • 
was now as much captivated, as I h^ad 
been before by his letters. As this gen- 
tleman had been previoufly apprized of 
tny intention to take Hamburg into my 
tour, and was a perfedl judge of the na- 
ture of my enquiries, he had coUeded all 

his 
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his mufical curiofitics, of which he is in 
poffeffion of a great number, and laid 
them ready for my. infpeftioti. 

Though thi« city has bcea fo famous 
for its opera in times paft, it is a fpecies 
of exhibition that has been difconiinued 
her-e for fome years. Indeed, I faw no feri- 
©uS'Opera while I was in Germany. But 
tilts drama being ufualJy fupplied by Ita- 
lians, I did not regard it as the principd 
©bjed of my prcfent tour, which was to 
enquire after mufic, and muficians, pure^ 
ly Qerman. 

Hamburg is not, at prefent, poiTefled 
©f any mufical profeflbr of great emi- 
nence, except M. Carl Philip Ema- 
nuel Bach ; but he is a legion ! I had long 
contemplated, with the faigheft delight, 
his elega^nt and original compofitions ; 
aacl they had created in me fo ftrong a 
defire to fee, and to hear him, that I 
wanted no other mufical temptation to 
vifit this city. 
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M. Ebeiing having been fa kind^ be* 
fore my arrival, as to communicate to 
him the tranilation^ v^rhich he has done 
me the honour to, make in German, of 
my Italian Tour, and to acquaint bini 
with my intention of coming to Ham- 
burg, underook to introduce me to him» 
the morning of my arrival. M. Bach 
received me very kindly, but faid that he 
was affaamed to think how fmall my re- 
ward would be, for the trouble I had 
taken to vifit Hamburg. " You are come 
Jierc, faid he, fifty years too late." 

He tried a new piano /arU, and in a 
wild, carelefs manner, threw away 
thoughts and execution upon it, that 
would have fet up any one clfe. He de- 
fired me to fix a time for coming again, 
and faid, that he muft have me for a 
whole day to himfelf, which would not 
be half fufficient for the exchange of our 
ideas. He offered to accompany me to 
every church ill Hamburg, where a good 
organ was to be found faid he would 

look 

7 
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look out for me fome old and curious 
things ; «nd told me at my departure^ 
that there would be fome poor muQc of 
^his, performed in St. Catharine's church, 
the next day, which he advifed me not 
to bear. His pleafantry removed all re«> 
Araint without leiTening that refpedt and 
veneration for him, with which his works 
had infpired me at a diftance. 

After quitting M. Bach, Ifpent the reft 
of the day in delivering of letters, viewing 
the town, and in vifiting bookfellers, 
of which, there is a great number in Ham- 
burg. Among thefe, I muft make my 
acknowledgments to Bode, an emi- 
nent printer and publifher, and agoodmu- 
fician, who rendered me many fervices. 
> In the evening, M. Ebeling, after 
ihewing me part of his excellent collec- 
tion of mufic and mufical wTiters, did 
me th« favour of introducing me to 
Bufch, profeiTor of mathematics, at whofe 
boafe, and with whofe family, I fpent 
a mofl agreeable evening ; which, in- 

H 4 deed. 



deed, was produdive of bo muficaj 
event, or npw difcpvcry ; for I had long 
been convincc^d, that there is no harmony 
more enchanting, than th^i ariiing froi^ 
the coincidence of heart§, ancj accQfd of 
^entin^nts in fociety. 

M. profefTor Bufcb, ^nd Ebeling 
are at the head of ithe academy of comr 
merce, eftabliflied ^,t Hanjb^urg, in 1768^ 
an inftitntion admirably palculatc^ for 
the education of young perfon^f iptended 
for merchants, jln the ^evera^ part^ of the 
world, where the Gernjan, Englifb* 
French, Italian, and Dutch language^ 
are re uired ; with which the pupils are 
taught book-keeping, geography, and 
even hiftory, as far as it is conneded with 
the commercial interefts of the feveral 
inhabitants of the ^lobe ^. 

* Mc^urs BuArh and Ebeliog ar& affifted i& 

this undertaking, by nine differei^t mailers, twp 
of whom are experienced merchants, ikilijed in 
every branch of trade. I vifited the young fludents 
while they were jreceiving their itiftrudions from 
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.^aturday^ loth Odober, Dp. Mum* 
ffiOy an emincDt pbyfician, as well as a. 
perfoQ of re^oed tafte and iiteraturcj and 
the arts, to whom I was honoured with 
1L letter from England, obligingly carried 
^le this morning to the celebrated poet» 
Klc4)fi;ock^ who is called, the Milton 
Qx jQermany. I had the plcafure of 
converfing with him, and feveral per- 
sons pf jeaiTJiing and difcernment, for a 

the ieveral niiafters, and never before faw fo much 

order, decorum, and application among young 
perfons, who fceiped under fo little retrain t. The 
fociety at. prefent is numerous, and confifts of 
young gentlemen from Spain, France, England, 
Holland, Ruilia, and different parts of Gejmany | 
two years onl^ are required for completing the 
courfe of their mercantile ftudies, at the end of 
which, with a tolerable genius, they will have 
acquired a fufficient knowledge in languages and 
traffic, to be ufefully employed in a compting- 
houfe. The fame care that is taken in forming 
thefe young perfons for commercial concerns, is 
likewife beftowed in preparing them for the com- 
merce of the world, by rendering them intelligent 
and amiable members of fociety j feventy pounds a 
year, includes every expence of lodging, board, 
and inflru6lions. 

confiderablfi 
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confiderable time; during which, many 
curious (ubjeda wereftarted and diicuiied« 
I am unable to fpcak of M. Klopftock's 
poetical abilities; but it is the opinion 
of hii countrymen, that he has left all 
other bards far behind him ; his Meffiah^ 
which is but lately fini(hed» is the firft 
poem of the Germans, as the Iliad is of 
the Greeks. 

They fpeak of his odeSt of a novum 
dtque inauditum /cribendi genus ; and iay^ 
that old Greece and Rome might de- 
cide about the force, fublimity, truths 
and harmony of thefe poems ; the 
numbers are fometimes taken from the 
Greek ; bat many are of his own 
' " invention. Klopftock's merit in the 
" German language, will be heft known 
** to future ages ; his odes require a rea- 
" der of good natural fenfe, well ac- 
quainted with the hiftory of his own 
«* country, its language, antiquity, and 
the harmony of verfe ; the more they 
\* are ftudied, the more they will pleafci. 

they 



they arc by mafly tcckoncd unintelli<» 

gible^ merely becaufe they are analo* 
** gous to no other Ipecics of writing/* 

After this vifit, M* Bach accompanied 
me to St* Catherine's dittrcfa,. where I 
heard fome very good mu^c, of his com- 
pofition, very ill performed, and to a 
congregation wholly inatteative. This 
man was certainly ix>rn to write for 
great performers, and for a refined au- 
dience ; but he now feems to be out 
of his element. There is a flu^uation ia 
the arts of -every city and country where 
they are cultivated, and this is not a 
bright period for mufic at Hamburg* 

At church, and in the way home, we 
had a converfation, which was extreme-* 
ly interefling to me : he told me, that 
if he was in a place, where his compos 
fitions could be well executed^ and well 
heard, he (hould certainly kill him-* 
felf, by exertions to .pleafe. But 

adieu mufic! now, he faid, th'efe arc 
f ' good people for fociety^ and I enjoy 

more 



** more tranquility and indepcndenctf 
here, than at a courts after I was 
fifty, I gave the thing up, and faid 
^* let us eat and drinks for, to-morrovr 
we die and I am now reconciled to 
^ my Etuation ; except indeed, when I 
meet with men of tafte and difccrn- 
ment,.' who deferve better mufic than 
*• we can give tbeth here/' 

' After this, when our converfation 
turned upon. /earned mufic^ he fpoke irre-^ 
verently of canons, which, he faid, were 
dry and defpicable pieces of pedantry, 
th^t any one might compofc, who would 
facrifice his time to them; but it was 
ever a certain proof to him, of a total 
want of genius, in any one that was fond 
of fpch . wretched iludies, and unmean- 
ing produdions« 

. He.aiked, if I had found many great 
, contra-puntifts in Italy ; and upon my an- 
fwcring in the negative, he replied, nay, 
if you had, it would have been no great 

mattsri , 
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matter I for after countterJ)oint is wcH 
knoivn; many other more efiential things 
are wanting to conftitute a good com- 
pofer. He faid, he once wrote word to 
Haffe/that he was the greateft cheat in' 
tlie world; for in a fcore of twenty tKh- 
minal pacts, he had fcldom more than 
^hree real ones in a^iori; but with thcfe 
he produced fuch divine effe&s, as inuft 
never be expeded from a crowded fcore i 
upon this occafion I obferved, that as it 
is the part of a wife man in conver&tion^ 
to wait fpr an opportunity of faying 
.foraething to the purpofe before^hefpcaks ; 
fo a good compofer fhould do in writing- 

accompaniments ; and not, like thofe 
eternal praters, who have a rage for fay- 
ing fomethiog, whea there's nothing to 
be faid, ftun an audience with worfe 
than unmeaning notes, which dcftroy 
all melody and expreffion in mufic $ as a 
large company fpeakiag all at once def- 
troys converfation ; and inftead of reafon, 
good fcnfe, and good humour^ makefe 

fecial 
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fpcial intercourfe coniill of nothing but 
clamour, impertinence, and noife : to this 
he entirely aflented. 

. In the evenings M. Ebeling was fo 
kind as to colled: together all the Ham- 
burg performers and lovers of mulic, he 
could mufter, in order to treat me with 
a concert; and M. Bach was there to 
prefide. I have great reafon to be thank- 
ful for the pains that were taken in or- 
der to entertain me on this occafion. Se- 
velral of M, fiach's vocal compofitions 
were performed, in all which great ge- 
nius and originality were difcoverable ^ 
though they did not receive the embel- 
liihments, which fingers of the firft clafs 
might have given to them. M. Bach 
has fet to mufic, a PaJJione^ in the Ger- 
man language, and feveral parts of this 
admirable compoiition were performed 
this evening. I was particularly de- 
lighted with a chorus in it, which for 
modulation, contrivance, and eiFe<^s, was 
at leaft equal to ^ny oa^ of the bed 

choruffes 
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chorulTes in Handel's immortal Meffiah. 
A pathetic air, upon the fubjedl of St* 
Peter's weeping, when he heard the cock 
crow, was To truly pathetic as to make 
almofl every hearer accompany the faint 
in his tears. 

Several fymphonies and detached airs 
with an accompanied harpfichord fona- 
iina, confifting of a very curious mix- 
ture of pathetic and bravura, were per- 
formed, in which the band had very 
hard duty, and though they are not in 
fuch conftant pra£lice as to be under ex- 
afls difclpline, yet they etxecuted feveral 
very difficult pieces, with a reafonable 
degree of accuracy. 

I mention M. Baches vocal and mif- 
ccllaneous compofitions, in order to prove 
the du&ility of his genius ; but it is 
not on thefe that I would reil his reputa- 
tion, fo much as on his produdions for 
faisown inftruments, the clavichord, and 
piano forte, in which he ilands unrivall- 
ed i of thefe I ihall have occafion to fpeak 
J . hereafter j 



hereafter as to the reft, perhaps as good 
fongs, chorufles, and lymphonies, have 
been made by others : for though his ge^ 
nius is equal to every thing in oiuOc, yet 
he has not had the pradicc, the expe- 
rience, nor the ^fingers, or orcheftra, to 
write for, which others have had before 
him : however, each candid obferver and 
hearer, muft difcover, in the flighteft and 
moft trivial produdions, of every kind,' 
fome mark of originality in the modula- 
tion, accompaniment, or melody, which 
befpeak a great and exalted genius. ^ 
Odobcr nth. I (pent this day in a 
moft agreeable- manner, at the villa of 
John Hanbury, efq. in the neighbour- 
hood of Hamburg, where true Engli(h 
hofpitality reigns. I was carried thither • 
by Mr. Mathias, his majefty's Refident, - 
to whom I had letters, and who coun^ 
tenanced and honoured me with the fame* 
notice as his majefly's. minii):er*s had be^ . 
ftowcd upon me in other parts of Ger*? 
many. . > 

At 
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At my return to Hamburg, in the 
evening, on the Altena lid^e of the city^ 
there were fuch crowds of people walk-* 
ingand iauntering up. and down theroad» 
it being Sunday, that carriages could^ with 
infinite difficulty, approach the gates. It 
gave me a great idea of the populoutG3e& 
of Hamburg : and, upon enquiry^ I was 
affurcd that it contains i2q,c>oo inhabi- 
tants, within the walis, and So^ooo with^ 
out. The common people were to-^ajr 
cleaut and looked free from want; a 
fight not very frequent in the other parts 
of Europe through which I h^i, lately 
pafledi 

At night I was carriisd to a co^c^rt^ at 
the houfe of M. Weftphalj an eminent 
and worthy mufic-merchant* There was 
a great d^arl q{ company, and the perform 
xx^Sy who confijfted chiefly of dilettanti^ 
were very nupierous. This kincj of con*- 
cert 1$. vfqally more entertaining to the 
lierfbrQ:)^ than the hearers <; iiowever^ 
t^re w.ere many ^pui^g .nuiikians of this 

yoL. IL S party. 



party, who bad promiling hands upon 
c their feveral inftruments, and who, with 
pains knd experience^ would become ex- 
,cellent perforaiers. But in thefe m&et"» . 
ings, more than others, anarchy is 
too apt to prevail, unlefs the whole be 
conducted by an able and refpedable 
mafter. 

Mondayt lath. This was one of the 
bufieft days of my German tour ; I fpent 
the early part of the morning among the 
muiical curioiities of my friend M. £bel- 
ing, and the reft of it, at-M. Wcftphal's 
muiical warehoufe. As M. Weftphal is 
in correfpondence with all the great 
printers and publi(hers of muiic ia Eu- 
rope, his catalogue is not merely local, 
and confined to Hamburg, or even the 
German empire ; but is general, and that 
of all Europe : befides compofitions that 
are printed and engraved, he has a great 
cdledion of manufcript muiic, which he 
difpofes of, at a very* fair and reaibnable 
price. I was now unable to examine 

half 
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half the. contents of his catalogue/ before 
it was tipie to go to M. Bacb^ with.whoqn 
I was eAgagcd to dine and ipeind the 

.day. ' ' • 
^ Butf previous to the . making my 
readers more intimately acquainted with 
the talents and charader of this excel- 
lent mufician, I ihall prefent them with 
a few particulars relative to his life» 

.which will be rendered m9re interefting^ 
by a liA of his works^ than by his ad- 
ventures^ 

' If a narration of the AiU, but fuccjefs- 
ful efforts of genius in the clofet, could 
render a book equally entertaining with 
the public tranfadiona of the field ; the 
life of a pbilofopber, a man of fcience« 
or an artift, would be read with as much 
dvidity^ as; that of a Casiar, or an Alex- 
ander* - 
Bat thougb the day» andJhour, are care- 
fully configned to pofterity, when towns 
have beea Acked^ and armies defeated, 
yet the exa^ time is feldom enquired, 

S 2 when 
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ivheni difcof erks the moft irfcful to ha- 
:|iian nattffa have- been jB^de^ or the 
;gital<^ft prod'ii^tions of geniys, conceived. 

' He would, therefore, be thought ft 
moft coftt^tepfeHe Biographer; who, in 
the lif^ of a mnfician, fliould circum- 
itentially relate the year, the day, the 
hour when, and place where, a parttcirlar 
fonata wal' compofed, though, By Its er- 
'CcHfencei it fliould bid fair for delighting 
the lovers of^inufic, as long as the pre- 
fent fyftem of harmony fhall fubfift.' 

. Alkl y^t aiiyftoriaft will be i«afl with 
a kihd of fav^gt hii^^&m^ '^o in the 
courffi of events, teUs us, when Kouli-kan, 
or any other tyrint, tirade diJ^ofilions^fbr 
a battle, in whicih fuch e^Hiage etifacd, 
•as will make humanity dudder with 
"horror, as long as the recital of it fliall 
blacken the annals of mankind. • 

Carl Hiilip Etrianud Bteit, fccond 
fon of Sebaftiah Bach, mufic-tlifcaor at 
Leipfic, was born at Weimar, ^5n ' Up- 
per Saxony, and • territory - of Thurihj|St* 

1714. 
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1714. In his youth he ftudied the law, 
both at Leipfic, and at Frankfort on the 
Oder, having been intended for a civi* 
lian i but his father dilcovering in him 
fuch a ftrong propenfity to mufic, as 
would prevent his applying fafficiently 
to any other art, indulged his natural 
inclination, and fudered him to make it 
his profeffion. 

It was at Frankfort upon the Oder 
that he firft turned his talents to account, 
by compofing and direding the muiic, 
. at the academy, as well as at all other 
public exhibitions in that city, even 
^ while he continued his iludies at the 
univcrfity. 

In 1738 he went to Berlin, not with- 
out expedation that the prince royal of 
Prufiia, who was then fecretly forming 
a band, would invite him to Ruppin; 
he was not difappointed, the fame of his 

performance foon reaching this prince's 
» 

car$, his royal highnefs .fent for hirn to 
his court, and heard him with fo much 

S 3 fatis- 
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iatisfaaion, that he afterwards frequent- 
ly commanded his attendance ; but from 
the circumfcribed power of the prince at 
that time, he did not take him into ac- 
tual fervicc till his acceffion to the throne, 
in 1740, and then M. Bach had alone 
the honour to accompany hismajefty upon 
the harpfichord in the firft flute-piece 
that he played at Chariot tenberg, after 

ho was king. 

During his refidence at Berlin, M. Bach 
docs not feem to have enjoyed that de- 
gree of favour to which his merit en- 
titled him ; for though mufic was extreme- 
ly cultivated by his Pruffian majefty, 
who fupported operas with great expence 
and magniiicence, and who had in his 
fervice muficians of the firft abilities, 
yet he honoured the ftyle of Graun and 
Quaatz more with his approbation, than 
that of any other of bis fervants, who 
pofleflcd greater originality and refine- 
ment; bqt his majefty having. early at* 
lached himfelf to an inftrumeot which, 

from 
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from its confined powers, has had lefs 
good mufic compofed for. it, than any 
other in coii^mgn ufe, was unwilli/ig, per- 
haps, tQ en^our^ge a boldnefs and varie« 
ty in compolition^ which his inftrument 
would not allow him to participate. 

But though Bach's ftyle did not infinu- 
ate itfelf into the favour it defer ved at the 
court of Berlin, it has been imitated and 
adopted by the performers upon, keyed in* 
ftruments in* every other part of Germany. 
How he formed his ftyle, where he ac- 
«quired all his tafte and refinement, would 
be difficult to trace; he certainly neither 
inherited nor adopted them from his fa- 
ther, who was his only maftcr; for that 
venerable mufician, though unequalled 
in learning and contrivance, thought it 
fo neccflary to crowd into both hands 
all the harmony he could grafp, .that he 
mud inevitably have facrificed melody and 
expreffion. Had the fon however chofea 
a model, it would certainly have been his 
father, whom he highly reverenced but 

S4 as 
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as he has erer diidaiaed imitatioDt he mud 
have derived from nature alone, thofe fine 
feelings, that variety of new ideas, and 
fcledtion of paffages, which are fo mani- 
feft in his compofitions. 

The works which he produced, during 
his refidence at Berlin, are fo numerous^ . 
and, in general, fo unknown in England, 
that I (hall fpecify the principal of thenl 

liere, for the fatisfadion of thofe who may 
wilh to procure them. 

I. 5/^ Sonatas for the Harpjichord, dedicated 
to the King of Pruffia* Fubliihed by Scbmidtj^ 
at Nur^emberg, 1 742. 

' II. Ditto, dedicated to the duke of WSr- 
temberg, publifhed the fame year, and in the 

fame city, by Wlndter Many of his admirers 
look upon this as the bed of his works. 

III. iT-z^f? ^ rios for Violhis, and a Bafe, with 
remarks by the author. Printed by d^. In thefe 
pieces, the compofer has endeavoured to fupport 
\ dialogue between two perfons of different 
(rharadters. 

IV. 'Three Harpfichord Concert ds. Printed fe- 
ycrately, by d?« 

V. 



• * 

V. Jn EJfay on the Art of Playing the Harpfi- 
chord, with examples, 6xx twenty-fix copper- 
plates, written in the German language, and 
printed for the author, 1753. 

VI. T m Sonatas .for the Harpftchordy printed 
by Hafner, at Nuremberg, in his Mifcellanies, 
from i755> to 1765. 

VII. *S^HJU0 Sonatas for the Harpftchord^ with 
fome detached pieces, and a Fugue^ in Briet- 
kopfs CoUeftion, Leipfic« 17J7. 

VIII. Melodies to GeUerts Hymns, by Winter, 
at Barnn/1759. 

IX. ^ welve fhort Pieces for two and three 
Voices y in a pocket form. d^. ' 

X. Siit Sonatas, wth bis tiwn Graeefy boc^ 
firft : this work has been printed in London, by 
the late Mr. WaHh. 

XL Seiotid Part (f d?. 1761. 

XII. Effayupon the Art of Playing the Harpji- 
chord, vol. 11. which treats of accompaniment, 
^nd voluntary playing, Berlin, d?. 
- XIII. A Colleaion of Odes d<>. 

XIV. Six Sonatas for the Harpjicbord, d?. 
1762. 

Heiias likewife compofed a great number of 
fimphotiies, many of which have been printed 

6 feparately. 
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fcparat.ely^ The whole of his works, include 
thirty trios for the harpfichord, and other inftru- 
pients; eighteen folo^ for different inftru- 
ments; twelve (bnatines, of which fome are for 
two harpfichords, with accompaniments; forty- 
nine concertos for the harpfichord ; a hundred 
and feventy lefTons for d^. befides fmaller pieces, 
and fingle fugues. 

« 

It oiuH: be owned, that the ftyle of 
this author is fo uncommon, that a little 
habit is ncceifary for the enjoyment of 
it ; Quintilian made a reli(h for the works 
of Cicefo the criterion of a young ora- 
tor's advancement in his ftudies s and 
thofe of G. P. £• Bach may ferve as a 
touchftone to the tafte and difcernment 
of a young n^.ufician. Complaints have 

^ been made againft his pieces, for being 
long, difficulty fantajiicy and far-fetched^ 
In the fir ft particular, he is lefs defen* 

' fible than in the reft ; yet the fault will 
admit of fome extenuation ; for length, 
in a mufical compofitioa, is fo much ex- 

peded 
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pedted in Germany, that an author is 
thought barren of ideas, who leaves oflf 
till every thing has been faid which the 
fubje£t fuggefts. 

' Eajy and Difficulty are relative terms ; 
what is called a hard word by a perfoa 
of no education, may be very familiar to 
a fcholar : our author's works are more 
difficult to exprefs^ than to execute. As 
to their being Jantqfiical, and far-fetched^ 
the accufation, if it be jufl, may be foften- 
cd, by alledging, that his boldeft (kokes, 
both of melody and modulation, are al- 
ways confonant to rule, and fupported by 
learning \ and that his flights are not the 
. wild ravings of ignorance or madnefs, 
but the efFuflons of cultivated genius. 
His pieces, therefore, will be found, up* 
on a clofe examination, to be fo rich in in- 
vention, tafte, and learning, that, with all 
the faults laid to their charge, each line of 
them, if wire-drawn, would furnifl) more 
new ideas than can be difcovered in a 
whole page of many other compofitions 
that have been well received by the public. 
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Though M. Bach continued near thirty 
years at Berlin^ it cannot be fuppofed 
.that he was perfcilly contented with his 
fituatiom A ftyle of mufic prevailed, to* 
tally different from that which he wifbed 
to eftablilb ; his falary was inconfiderable^ 
and he ranked below feveral that were 
greatly inferior to him in nx<?rit. 

Frequent opportunities offered, during 
this period, for his eftablifliing himfelf 
Tery advantageoufly elfewhefe, fome of 
which he wiihed to accept ; but he could 
not obtaia his difmiflion : however, his 
falary, after many years iervices^ w;as aug- 
mented. 

Indeed as M. Bach was not a fubjed 
of Pruffia, it feems as if he might have 
quitted Berlin whenever he pleafed ; but 
as he had married during his reiidence 
there, and had iffue by that marriage, it 
is fuppofed that his wife and children* 
being all fubjedls of his Pruffian majefty,^ 
could not retire out of his dominions, 
without his permiffion. 

But 



Bat in 1767^ himg invited tb*;^btX3Bed 
Tekmann, astimfie*diredwatHamboog^ 
after repeated folicltatioaS'^nd petition^ 
he was allowed to g0 thither with /his fW- 
wily, '^hlMre lie cdttlintfed ever 'foice. i 

.. • 

When I wenft to hk bbtife, I foaftH 
^ich him three or foar raticmah and 
well-bred peribns^ his friends, befides 
•his own ftmily, confifting of Mm. BnH:^, 
his eldeft fon, who pra<^ife6 the law^ -and 
his daughter^. The inftant I entered, 
ht condu^lad me up - Aaire, into a large 
-and tUgmt mafic room, fuirniflied *witii 
pidures, drawings, and prints of mope, 
-than ^ hundred and fifty eminent mufih 
^i^ians : among whom, thefe 'arc many 
*]^gU{hmen, and original portr^ts, ia 
oil, of his father and grandfather. After 
*I had looked at thefe, M. Bach was fo 
. obliging as to fit down to his Silbermam 

* He has two fons, the youngeft of whom itudies 
painting, at the academies of Ldpfic and Brefden, 
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ichmchi^rd; and faTourite inftrmncbt, dp- 

on which he played three or four of hig 

.choiceft and moil difficult compofitions, 

with the delicacy, precifion, and, fpiriti 

for whiich he n fo juftly celrbrated apioi^ 

his countrymen. In the pathetic and 

flow movements, whenever he had a 
long note to exprefs,^he ab/folutely con- 
trived to produce, from his inftrutpent, 
a cry of forrow and complaint, fuch as 
can only be effeded upon the clavichord^ 
and perKaps by him&lf. 

After dinner, which .WAS elegantly 
•ierved, and chearfuUy eateli, I prevailed 
upon him to fit down again to a clavi- 
chord, and he playe^, with little inter- 
^kiiffion, till near eleven o'clock at night. 
During this time, he grew fo animated 
and pojijfed^ that he not only played, but 
looked like one infpired. His eyes were 
.fixed, his under lip fell, aAd droops of 
effervefcence diftilled from his counte- 
nance. He fkid, if he were to befet to 
work frequeatlyy in this manner, h^e 
7 fliould 
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fliouid grow young again. He is now 
fifty-nine, rather fliort in ftature, witli 
black hair and eyes, and brown com- 
plexion, has a very animated counte- 
nance, and is of a chearful and lively 
drfpofition. 

His performance to-day convinced inc 
of what I had fuggefted before from 
bis works; that he is hot only one 
o£ the greateft compofers that ever 
cxifted, for 'keyed inftruments, but the 
beft player, in point of expreffion i for 
others, perhaps, have had as rapid exe- 
cutions however, he pofleiTes every ftyle ; 
though he chiefly confines himfelf to the 
expreffive. He is learned, I think, 
even be^>iid his father, whenever he 
pleaies, and is far before, him in vari* 
eCy of modulation ; his fugues are al- 
way supon new and curious fubjedls, 
and treated with great art as well as ge- 
nius. 

He played to me, among many other 
.things, his laft fix concertos, lately pubr 

liihed 
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liihed byifabfcription^iQ which he Aii- 
died to be eafj, ffsgueatly I think.ajt the 
expence of his ufual originality; hpw- 
ever, the great muiician appears ia ^very 
moyecnent, ^nd ^.thefe j)rodudtions will 
probably be the better received, for re- 
feaxbling the mufic^of this , world more 
thau his former pieces^ wbiich feeim xnad^ 
for another region, or ?X leaft another 
century, when whaf i$ now thpoght 
dii&cuU And far-^fetcked, willi pSfWp^* 
be familiar and ^aturaL . \ 

There are feveral traits in ^h^ .cha.- 
ra^cirs of the yoiuiger^carl.at^ ?^ £- 
mangel Bach, wl^ich bear ^ A^fto^.-T^- 
fcxablam^e. Both- were fons. of great 
mid popular .caiopofer«> r^^ded 
ftaAdards of perfcjation by ^11 .tl\Qir ^ mr^ 
temporaries, except their own children^ 
who dared to .e3q)l^ new fways tQ fame. 
Domeftico Scarlat^^ half % centjiicy agfi^ 

hazarded notes of tafte and efFedt, 

< 

which other tnuGcians h?ive hort juft v-^ 

rived, and to which ,the public «ar.is hu* 

lately 



X 

. . r ] 

lately reconciled ; Emanuel Bach; in 
like manner, feems to have outftript 
his age. 

M. Bach (hewed me two manufcript 
books of his father s compofition, writ- 
ten on purpofe for him when he was a 
boy, containing pieces with a fugue, in 
all the twenty-four keys, extremely diffi- 
cult, and generally in five parts, at which 
he laboured for the firft years of his life, 
without remiifion. He prefented me with 
feveral of his own pieces, and three or 
four curious ancient books and treatifes 
on mulic^ out of his father's coUedtion ; 
promifing, at any diftant time, to furnifli 
mc with others, if I woulfl only acquaint 
him by letter, with miy wants*. 

Tuefday 13th. This morning was en- 
tirely employed in vifiting churches, and 
hea:ring organs, to which M. Bach was 
fo kind as to condudl me. The firft: in-- 

♦ Since that time Mr. Bach has obliged mo 
with feveral of his own and his father's moil curi- 
pu\ •compofitiotis/ 

•Vol,. II. T ftrument 
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ilrument we heard, was at the new church • 

f 

of St. Michael, which is an elegant and 
magnificent building. 

The late Mr. Matthefon, who was fc- 
cre'ta'ry of legation many years to the 
Englifh Refident at Hamburg, and who 
has written fo many treatifes on mufiCj 
bequeathed all his poffeffions to that re* 
public, on condition that an organ (hould 
be built for this church, fuch as he de- 
fcribed in his will. It hais not been long 
finifhed, and is, I believe, the largeft and 
moft complete in Europe. It coft up- 
wards of 4000L fterl. was built by Hil- 
debrand, is of thirty- two feet, has four fets 
of keys, long compafs, up toF iii altifiimo, 
and with the pedals goes down to double 
double C. The keys are covered with 
mother of pearl, and tortoife-ihell; the 
front iscurioufly inlaid, and the cafe richly 
ornamented, though it is not, I think, 
of the moft elegant form. 

There are fi^cty-four flops in this in- 
ftramenti .among which the German flut© 

IM 
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is bompofed of as many real £utes as 
there are notes. The other flops are.good 
of the kindj and the chorus is the mod 
noble that can be imagined ; but it is 
more ftriking by its force, and the rich- 
nefs of the harmony, than by a clear and 
diftind melody, which faAiidn makes it 
necelTary to load with a crowd of ac- 
companiments in all the German churches. 
M. Hartmann, a dilettdnte, was fo oblig- 
ing as to play on this inftrument a con- 
iiderable time^ ih order to let me hear 
all its powers. M. Bach has fo long 
neglefted organ-playing, that he fays he 
has loft ihe ufe of the pedals, which are 
thought fo elTential throughout Germany, * 
that no one can pafs for a player worth 
hearing, who is unable to ufe them. A 
fwell has been attempted in this inftru- 
ment, but with little eifed; only three 
ftops have been put into it, and the 
power of crefcendo and diminuendo is fo' 
fmall with them, that if I had not been 

T2 told 



t 276 ] 

told there was a fwell, I ihould notiiaye- 
difcovered it. 

M. Matthcfon'spidlure is placed in the . 
froirt of the organ» and m th6 front of 
the gallery there is a fine, old faihioned , 
Latin. infcriptipn, giving an account of his 
benefadlion : this good man had more .pe- 
dantry and nQnfenfe about him^ thaa, 
true genius. In one of bis vocal compo- 
fuions for the churchy in which the word. 
rainbow occurred^ he gave bim^lf infinite 
trouble to make the notes of his fcore 
form an arcK This may fervc as a fpe- 
cimen of his taft?, aqd judgmenj, with, 
refpcdk to the propriety of m.u|ical ex- 
predion and imitation* 

By his laft will and teft amen t, an aor 
them Was performed, which he had com*, 
pofed himfelf for the ocJcafioii ; but it 
was fairly laughed, at, when h«^u:d in its. 
old fafliioned guife. Howeverj^^h^ ppK 
fcffed a large fliare of mufical ef ijdftion,. 
tad was. of great ufc to his c^ii^fcymen. 
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in his younger days, by bringing them 
acquainted with the mufic of other parts 
of the world, and by introducing a better 
ftyle among them than their own; he 
was lefs fond of fugues than his cotem- 
poraries, but in his latter days he be^* 
came a mere thcorill, without tafle or 
feeling. 

Hamburg has no lefs than five organs 
of thirty-lwo feet } tbfee of them made 
by Splitger, about the latter end of the 
]aft century^ which arc excellent for welK 
toned pipes, and noble chorufles : thefe 
are to be found in the churches of St^ 
John, St. Nicholas, and St. James. 

The organ of St. Peter's church is the 
niofl: ancient in the town ; it is not 
jcnown when it Wais originally built, but 

the two h& manuals, it has four, were 
made at Hartzogenbuch, in Brabant, by 
Mi^^r Nargen/wf, in 1548, "and fent hi- 
ther by lea: this, the organift, M, Pfiffcr, 
%old me, is upon record. Some of the 
(lops are excellent, particularly the vox 

T 3 hmana^ 
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kumana, whicb, thouah oot like a human 
voice, refcmbles, in tone and in fvvcet- 
nefs, a better kind of clarinet. M. Pfif- 
fcr is in years, but muft have been a very 
brilliant performer in his youth, and he 
ilill retains his powers of execution, both 
with hands and feet, beyond any one I 
ever heard, at his time of life. 

In the afternoon, I was introduced to 
Signor Anfani> a firft-rate Italian finger, 
who had been two or three years at Co- 
penhagen, and was now going to Amfler- 
dam. He hasf an excellent tenor voice ; 
is tall, thin, and of a good figure j he ac- 
companied himfelf on the harpfichord^ 
in feveral fongs, in which he manifefled 
not only great tafte and expreiiion, in 
flow movements, but great neatnefs in 
the quick ; for he is able to execute, in 
bravura airs, the moft rapid paffages. 
His flyle is ferious, and I never heard a 
better finger of his fort. ' e has a great 
con)paf8 of voice, with much ftrength 

and fweetnefs ; his ihake is a little too 
*•»•' • • clole. 
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oloie> otherwife 1 fhould ventuce to prq» 
nounce him, a perfect tenor finger. 

Ha ving been affifted in my mufical eoi- 
quiries, at Hainburg> with fuch friendly 
zeal, and treated with fo much Jiiindnefs 
and hofpitality, it gave; me great concern 
that I was unable to remain longer ia, 
that city but the time being clapfec^ 
which I had allotted myfelf for vifiting 
thofe parts of Germany where mufic has 
been mofi: cultivated, I was nov/ under a 
neceflity of turning my face . towards Eng- 
land* 

B R . E M E N. 

In my way from Hamburg to Am- 
fterdam, I ftopt only a few hours in this 
city, as it contained no mufical incite- 
ments fufficicntly powerful to encourage 
a longer refidence. 

However, I vifited the S^umflVC^C or 
cathedral, belonging to the Lutherans, 
where I foqnd the congregation finging 
a difoial melody, without the organ. 
When this was ended, the organift gave 
■ . T 4 out 



out a hymn tune, in tjie true dragging 
%le of Sternhold ^nd..£jQpJkiR8. Jlie iijl 
ftrument is large, and has a noble antj 
well-toned cl^orus, but tjie playing was 
more old-fafliioned, I believe, ,tban apv 
thing that could have been heard in ciir 
country towns, during. the laft century. 
The interlade;s between each line of the 
hymn were always t;bc fame, apd of the 
following kind : • * • 




. After hearing this tun^, and t^iefc in- 
terludes, repeated' ten or twelve tim^s, 
I went to fee the (own, ^nd returning 
to the cathedral, two bours a/tef, J ftil| 
found the people fiiiging all in unifoii, 
and as loud as they could, thd fame tune, 
f? l .^ v.^.^ accompaniment. I .went tq 

the 
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fk^ poft*offioc» to »ake tliipo&iioas foir 

piy departyre ; and, rather from curiofi-^ 
ty than the love of fuch ^mufic^ I retnrar 
cd once more Co this ^^fa^rcii^ fmd^ 
jxiy great aftopifljunent, ^ijl foun^ 
them, vocally and organically perform* 
ing the ia^ie ditty, the^uratioa of whicl^ 
feems jto have exceeded that of a Spots 
^ymn» in the time of Charks I. 

Tlus may give foipe idea faow oecef** 
fary a gi^ality /mg^A in the mu£cal 
performances of fome parts of Germany, 
lathis city, as there is aeith^ coiirt not 
theatre^ it ifi mtax^ io ii^poiei that 
mufic cannot have been -jpauch cultw 
yated^ or refined* 

h Q W COUNTRIES. 

GRONINGEN. 

I little e^pe^^d to 3ad any thing inte-* 
Fdiiag hepe ceoccrntng mufic ; hM, upon 
enquiry after the gj-ganift of the principal 
church of St. M<artinf I was (oldt that bis 
name was.Luftig then remembered |a 

have 
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have iben, many years ago, fome fuites of 
leflbns by one of that name, for the harpfi- 
ehord, full as good as any of the time ; and 
at Antwerp I had purchafed a mufical 
trieatife in Dutch, with the fame name 
prefixed to it ; but I little fufpeded thefe 
to have been the produAions of the or- 

ganift of Groningen. However, upon 
my calling at his houfe, to beg his per- 
xntffion to fee the organ, I foon difco- 
vered that he was author of the above, 
apd of feveral other works, of which he 
sot only furni(hed mt with a catalogue^ 
but made, me a prefent of a new edition 
of bis treatife. 

The organ of St. Martin's church was 
originally built by the famous Rodolpho 
Agricola^i but it has received feveral 

* Rodolpho AgricpU, was born at Bafflon^ a 
viJbgc near Groningen, 14.42; if wc may believe 

bis hiftorian. Melch. Adami, Agricola was poiJelTed'; 
of univerfai knowledge;, he does not, however, tell 
lis, that he was an organ builder^ though he makes 

him an excellent muflcian, Canebat voce^ Jiatu^ 

ptifu. Vit« PhilQf, 

additions 
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additions iince however> that part wbic^ 

was of his conftruflion is far the beft, 

particularly fcveral reed flops. The vox 

»....• . < ► 

humana is very fweet, but refembles a 
fine . hautbois or cjiarinet» more than ^ 
human voice i there are four fets of 
keys, with 54 flops 5 a few pipes of the 
pedals are 32 feet long, and, upon the 
whole, it is one of the moft pleafing in- 
ftruments I ever met with. 

M. Luftig, who is a Hamburgherf 
and was a fcholar both of Matthefon and 
^Telemann^ has been 44 years organift of 
this church : he 13 an intelligent well- 
bred man, and has been a very ufeful 
profeiTor ; he flill retains bis hand, and> 
a few allowances made for change of 
taile, he is a very able and good organift. 

Here I again found myfelf in a coun- 
try of carillons ; I bad indeed heard feme 
ilight attempts made at Bremen, but 
in this place every half hour is mea- 
fured by chimes* 

AM- 
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A M S T E R D A M. 

In my way from Groningcn hitherj, 
having crofled the Zuider-Zee, I ap- 
proadbcd this tity by\water, wbidt af-r 
ibrds one of the fineft fpeS;acles that can 
be m^agined j fuch a noble port, and fo 
crowded with ib^ps of all fis^s and t^onn* 
tries I had n^Ver 'bl^foTe fetn v^t one 
glance ^ I entered the town in great tran- 
quility. Without a jingle (jueftion con-? 
cemhig ittyMf or ta^ggage. The ftrcets 
through which I paffed to the Bible, in 
he Warmor-ftraat, were harrow, but 
tl^ati, and Wdil-ffj^d, wiA a brick foot- 
path, though hot raifed, as in London } 
the ihdps were well fumiiivfed, and 
thcffe W^s all the a'^pfearirite W i *ri& 
commerce^ and an afilueot people. 

Upon the day of my arrival, Oftbb^r 
20, I Went to itit tfdw chiitch, juft at thfe 
time wten the afterrtOOn fervicte Was be- 
ginning; the building is lofty and noble ii 
the organ which is partially gilt, has a 

fine 
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fiqe ,appearanj:;e, but no, otb^r -uft- -it/ 
made nowy. than, to accpi^^py tbch 
congregation in two loqg anii . tife(<?a).?i 
Pfalms, witliout either pfpludcjpr iitf^r?]: 
lude^ nor wa^ thf Pia}(i) ,give». PUtj.a4> 
is.a(ii^\.ia Qtb§r. plaee^s, 

Tlie chorus .and. tone of this ini}ru-j 
ment are very. iSne; it . is: well, ke^t iii' 
tune, but no xeed-Aops -W'Cre uijsd this 
evening. I could not only diftSnguifli* 
the borduny or double bafo , ftop . ia^ 
tht pedals, but^ in the treble ^ parts $^ 
which, though it enriched the harmony, 
gave a heavinefs, and, if I may foxall it,: 
a clum^nefs to the melody, thie 
fliould predominate, and had . the. fame 
e£fe£t, as. if the treble part in- a concert 
were played by double b^fes, with violins- 
and violincellos. It is the cuftoo) here^ 
for, th« -male part of the congregation to 
keep their hats on during^ the- whole fcr« 
vice, except when the Pfalm is finging. 

There has been no theatrical exhi- 
bition, in this city, fince th^ play-Kottf^ 

w^ 
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was burnt down, except at the fair, iri 
ah occafional booth ; nor is the theatre 
likely to be foon rebuilt, as the ground 
' is not yet fixed upon, where it is to be 
conftruded. Perhaps the fatal accident 
by which the former playhoufe was burnt 
down, is regarded by the magiftrates, as 
A warning ; . for, many years ago, when 
the fteeple of the New Kerk was deflroyed 
by lightning, before it was near finiflied, 
fuppofing that heaven was averie to fteep* 
les, they would never refunae the work* * 

The inhabitants at prefent feem to have 
fio places of amufement in the evening, 
eiccept their {hops and counting-boufesj 
but as I had neither of niy own, I went 
to thofe of the famous bookfeller, Rey, 
and the mufic-feUer Hummel, where 
having lightened my purf<?, and loaded 
my fervants I retreated to the firft bed 
which I had ^en iince my departure 
from Hamburg. 

This is truly the country of chimes i 
ev^ry quarter of an hour a tune is played 

by 
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by them at all the churches, but fo indif- 
tioftJy, on accbiwifof the confluence of 
founds^ that I was feldom able to difco- 
ver what was playing. 

Tvl. Renard, his majefly's agent, to 
whom I am indebted for all the infor- 
iriation I acquired during my refidence 
in this city, did me the favour to carry 
me to the organift of the Old Kerk, M, 
PothofF, who is blind j he was deprived 
of his fight, at feven years old, by the fmall 
pbx ; and this misfortune firft fuggefted 
to his friends the thought of making 
mufic, which hitherto had afforded hun 
no pleafure, his profcflioh ; and it after- 
wards became his darling amufement. 

The organ of the Old Kerk was com- 
pleted twelv6 years ago, by Batti, of 
Utrecht, after having been begun in 1725, 
taken down in 1738, and attempted to 
be finitbed by feveral bunglers, without 
fuccefs : it is only what is called a fix- 
teen feet inftrument. It is very full of 
work, and of Hops, to tbc amount of 

• fixty 
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fijity fbiir. It hu three fcts of keys, frdtk 
double C to c> in alt* hpth. in the ma- 
nuals and pedals^ with nine pair of bel- 
lows. 

M. Pothoff was ofganift of the Wef- 
ter Kerk twenty-two years before.he cb-^ 
tained this place; his hand, taftc, and 
abilities in every particular, are truly 
aftonifhing ; the touch -of this inftrument 
is the faeavieft that I ever felt, each key 
requiring almoft a two- pound weight ta 
put it down ; and, to play it full, there is. 
a fpring of coaSmunication, by which the 
keys of the great and choir organ are 
moved, at the fame time,^ which like* 
wife adds very much to the ftifFnefs of 
the touch ; however, fuch is the for<:e of 
M. PothofFs hand, that he plays thi« 
organ with as much lightnefs and rapi-^ 
dity,,as if it were a common harpfichord:. 

This admirable o^ganift'wa^ never out 
of Amfterdam except for a few days at 
the Hague, many years ago ; and yet* 

his tafte is of the beft modehi kind j his 

• - * 
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appogiaturas are weU takeii, and admirably 
expreffed, his fancy is extremely lively, 
and though he playe very full, feldotn 
in lefs than five parts, with the rnanu- 
ah and pedals together, yet, it is nei- 
ther in the dry nor crudfi way, which I 
had fo frequently beard in Germany. 
He difcovered, though not injudicioufly, 
by many ef his parages, that he was a 
harpiichord player ^ but fo well is be 
acquainted with the diiFerent genius 
of the organ^ that his moft rapid flights, 
of which he had many^ occafioned none 
of thofe unpleafing vacuities of found, 
which fo commonly happen, when this 
inftrument is touched by mr^ karpiicbord 
playerg. 

M. Pothpff played two fugues in a very 

iDafti^rly manner, the fubjeds of which 
he reverjfed^ and turned to a thoufan4 
ingenious purppfe? ; they were fomctbing 
like the fc^lowing : 
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He received inftrudlions, when young, 
from Vetvogle and Unhoorn, both orga- 
nifts at Amfterdam ; but his tafte is of fa 
delicate a kind, that I could not eaiiljr 
imagine it to have been acquired in a place 
where little other muiic is encouraged or 
attended to, than the jinging of bells, and 
of ducats. However, he told me, that 
Locatelli, the famous violin player, who 
lived many years in this city, and died 
here about eight years fince, ufed to 
give him inftrudtions, and to encourage 
his mufical (ludies by allowing him the 
advantage of being always a hearer at his 
public concerts, as well as pHvate per- 
formances. This, in fome meafure, help- 
ed me to account for his tafte and fancy, 

for 
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fdfc* Locatelli was pofleffed of a' grca't deal " 
of both : and though he delighted in ca- 
pricious diificulties, which his hand 
cduld as cafily execute as his head con- 
ceive, yet he had a fund of knowledge,^ 
in the principles of harmony, that ren- 
dered fuch wild flights agreeable, as iri 
lefs ikilful hands,, would hzve been in- 
fupportable. 

Mi PdthofF feems not only to have 
greatly profited from the inftriidions' 
and example of Locatelli, but to have kept 
pace^ in point of tafle and refinement 
with more modern performers ; hoxv^ 
ever, neither imitation nor fludy could 
form *fach a mufician as M, PothofF. who 
is pofleffed of a large portion of that di- 
vine enthuliarm, which alone can tranf^ 
port an artift beyond the bounds of me- 
diocrity, and, by making him feel ftrong- 
ly himfelf, can enable him to communi* 
cate his feeling? to others. 

He is married, and has children ; and 
though not young and totally blind, he 

U 2 runs 
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' runs up and down the narrow ileps of the 
organ loft, as nimbly as if he . were but 
fifteen, and had the perfed; enjoyment of 
his iight: he likewife pulls out« and 
puts in the flops of the organ himfelf, 
with wonderful dexterity, which, from 
their being fo numerous, would ^ 
difficult taik, and require pratSiQeji 
one that could fee. 

When he was a candidate for tjie or- 
gan, s^t the JVeJer Keri» he obtained a 
vidory over twenty-two competitors, 
who all played againft him^* Upon 
this occafion, in order to preclude all 
partiality in the judges, who were pro- 
feflbrs, they were not allowed to knaw^ 
who had played, till they had given 
their opinion of each performance, in 
writing i a precaution which is thought 
neceilary at Amilerdam, left compa£oa» 

♦ Our Stanley, in 1726, at the age of four- 
, teen, was in like manner elected organift of St, 
Ajulrew'ft cburch, Holbora, ia preftmice to near 
as jnaoy candidates, 

friend- 
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friendfhip, or powerful recommendation 
ifaould warp the judgment of ihofe that 
are invefled with the power of determin- 
ing the queftion. If this method were 
always pradifed on fuch occafions, there 

would not be fo many bad organiAs^ or 
fuch a number of good performers unem- 
ployed ; bot» in general it is in vain to 
play for a place, be a candidate's talents 
ever fo great, as the matter is often 
determined before it comes to a hear- 
ing, and almoft always by incompetent 
judges. 

Friday, t3dofO(3:ober. At nine o'clock 
this morning, I went by appointment, 
to the Wejler Kerk to hear the organ ; 
it is not fo large as that of the Alie 
Kerk, but greatly fuperior in tone ^ the 
vox humana is the worft ftop in this in- 
ftrument : the reft are fweet, e?en, and 
mellow ; the touch, though by no means 
fo light as that of the inftruments made 
lately in England, is yet far lefs heavy 
|iqd laborious to the performer, than that 

U 3 of 
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of the Old Kerk. M. Stecbweck> tkc 

o/ganift» is a neat performer^ but not 
pofleiTed of that fire and invention^ 
which cbaraderife the volimtaries of M. 

' • , * » 

fothofF. This ioftrument was built ii^ 
1^87; the organifts here have juft beard 
of fuch a thing as a fwell in an organ^ 
but it is difficult to make them com* 
prebend, by defcriptiopj its C9nftrudliQn» 
i^d cS^&. 

> At noon I attended M. Pothoff to the 
jtpwer of the Stad-huys^ or tpwa-houfe, of 
which he is carilloneur ; it is a drudgery 
ynworthy of fucb & genius % be has had 
this employment however, many years, 
having been ^le<5ted to it at thirteen. He 
had very much aHoniihed me on the or- 
gan, after all that I had heard in the 
reft of Europe; but in playing thofe 
bel)s, bis amazing dexterity railed my 
>vonder much higher ; for he executed 
with his two hands parages that would 
l?e very difficult to play with the ten 
lingers i fliakes, beats, fv^'ift divifions, 

triplets* 
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triplets, and even arpeggios he has con- 
trived to vanquifh. 

He began with a Pfalm tune» with 
which their High MightinefTcs are chiefly 
delighted* and which they require at his 
hands whenever he performs, which is 
on Tuefdays and Fridays ; he next play- 
ed variations upon the Pfalm ti;ine» with 
great fancy, and even tafle: when he 
had performed this tafk, he was fo ob- 
liging as to play a quarter of an hour ex- 
tempore, in fuch a manner as he thought 
would be more agreeable to me than 
pfalmpdy ; and in this he fucceeded fo 
well, that I fometimes forgot both the 
difficulty and defedls of the inftrument ; 
he never played in lefs than three parts, 
marking the bafe and the meafure conllant- 
ly with the pedals. I never heard a greater 
variety of pafTages, in fo (hort a time ; 
he produced effedls by the pianos and 

fortesy and the crefcendo in the fhake, 
both.as to loudoefs and velocity, which 

.1 did not think poffible upon an .in- 

U 4 ftrument 
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ijtrument that £eemed to require littlt 
other merit, than force in the perfor- 
mer. 

But furely this was a barbarous invejl* 
tion, and there is barbarity in the conti- 
nuance of it ; if M. PotboiF bad becQ 
put into Dr* Dominicetti s boUeft bumau 
(c:auldron fpr an hour» he could not have 
perfpired more violently than he did after 
a quarter of an hour of this furious ex-> 
ercife^ he ilripped to his ibirt» put on 
his night-cap, and trufied up his ileeves 
for this exetutm^ and he faid he was 
forced to go to bed the in&ant it is over^ 
in order to prevent bis catching cold, a§ 
wdl as to recover himfelfs he being 
ufually fo much exbaufted# as t9 b^ 
utterly unable to fpeakt 

By the little attention that is paid id 
this performer, extraordinary as )ie ts» 
it fl^ould f^ctn as if fome hewer of woodr 
^nd drawer of water, whofe coarfe con- 
llitution, and grofs habit of body, reqmr«r 
^d ffeguef^t f^dorifics^ wpuld do the bu<» 

f^nefs. 
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finefSf eqUftUjr to the fatufia£tio0 of fach 
unikilfttl and unfediag bearers. 

I have dcicribed the kind of keys to 
carillons, and manner of playing them^ ia 
ipeaking of thofe at Ghent; thefe at 
Auifterdam> have three odaves, with all 
the icmitones complete^ in the manual, 
and two oAavea in the pedals i each kejr 
for the natural found, proje^ near a 
foot $ and thofe for the flats and Aarpst 
which are placed feveral inches higher^ 
only half as much. All the keys are 
Separated from each other, more than 
the breadth of a key^ which is about an 
inch and a half, to enable the player to 
avoid hitting two at a time, with one 
hand. 

Befides theie carillons a clavier, the 
chimes here, played by clock-work, are 
uracb celebrated* The brafs cy Hndert on 
which the tunes are fet, weigha 4474 
pounds, and has 7200 iron iluds fixed in 
it, which, in the rotation of the cylinder, 
^p§c motion to thip clappers of the bells. 

6 If 



[ 298 J 
If their High Mightinefies' judgment, as 
well as tafte, had not failed them, for 
half the prime coft of his expenfive ma- 
chine, and its real charge for repairs, 
new fetting, and conftant attendance^ 
they might have had one of the beft 
bands in Europe : but thofe who can be 
charmed with barnl mufic^ certainly nei- 
ther want, nor deferve better. There 
is fcarce a church belonging to the Cal- 
vinifts, in Amfterdam, without its chimes^ 
which not only play the fame tunes every 
quarter of an hour, for three months to- 
gether, without their being changed; 
but, by the di^erence of clocks, one has 
fcarce five minutes quiet in the four and 
twenty hours, from thefe corals for 
grown gentlemen. In a few days time 
I had fo thorough a furfcit of them, that 
in as many months, I really believe, if 
they had not^ firft deprived me of hear- 
ing, I (hould have hated muficin general. 

The vox humanat in the organ of the New 
Church here, has been fo much celebrat- 
ed 
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e.d by travcUers, that I determined not to 
quit Amfterdacn without hearing it ^ aad 
the organift, M. Linzen, was fo obliging 
as to- fati^fy my curioiity. This is one 
of the largeft aiid, moOi ancient inftrn* 
ipents in the city. The chorus is a very 
noble one, as I had before obferved, in 
l^earing it during the church/ fervice^ ac*» 
company the congregation in their pfal- 
mody, The vox- humanaj it miift be 

Qwned. is one of the beft flops, of that 
kind, which I have ever heard. 

As every fpecies of national mufic 
{eemed to pierit my attention^ I went to 
the fynagogpe of this German Jews, in this 
ipity, to bear what the mufical performance^ 
during their religious rites, Wj^, and . how 
for it differed from that of other fyna- 
gogues where I had heard finging in 6\i>^ 
ferent parts of Europe. At my firft en- 
trance, one of the priefls was chanting part 
of the fervice in a kind of ancient canto 
ferm^ apd refponfes were made by the 

con- 
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eopgregation, in ft tnaima: ^fakh reiernb- 
led tbe hum of bees. 

After this, three of the fweet fingers of 
Ifraelf which, it feemo, are faih6fid here>- 
and ttHich attended to by ChrtftiaM 2A 
well as Jews, began tinging a kind of 
yMj fiK)derti melody, ibitietimes in Bni* 
fon, atid fbmetitnea in parts> to a kitid ef 
to/ di rol, inftead oi words, which, to me, 
fcemed very farcical. One of thefe voices 
Wafr a fatfet, more i4ke the upper part 
of a bad vox humana flop in an organ^ 
<han a natural voice, I remember fee- 
ing an advertisement in an EngU^ news^ 
paper, of a barber, who undertook to drefs 
hair in fuch a manner as exadlly torefemble 
a peruque ; and this finger might equali- 
ty boaft of having the art, not of fing-* 
ing like a human creature, but of making 
his roiee like a very bad imitation of 
one. Of much the fame .kind is the 
merit of fuch fingers, who, in execution, 
degrade the voice into a ^Qte or fiddle, 

for. 



forgtlilDg tbut ih^y (boald not receive 
law from io£brumeats> but give iBftru* 
meots law. 

Th9 fkcond of ibefe votcefl was a very 
vulgar ttnou aod the third a iarkoMaL 
Tbi$ laft imitated^ in his accompamment 
of thefalfctt a bad baffoon> fometimca 
CQfituiuod one note as a drone bafe, at 
others, divided it into triplets, and fecni-* 
* quavers, iterated on the fame tone. But 
^ilg^b the tone of the falfet was verjr 
di&greeable* and he forced his voice 
very frequently in an outrageous manner^ 
yd this man had ccrtaialy heard gtod 
vas£iQ and good £nging. He had a faci* 
Itty of running diviiions, and now and 
then oiixed them with paflages of tafte, 
which ware far faperior to the reft. . At 
the end of each ftrain, the whole con* 
gregation fet up fuch a kind of cry, as a 
pack of hoonds when a fox breaks cover. 
It was a confufed clamour, and riotous 
nolle, more than fang or prayer. How- 
ever 
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ever; this is a defcription, not a cenfurd 
of Hebrew tnufic, in religious ceremo<a 
nies. It is impoilible for me to divine- 
what ideas the Jews themfelves annex to 
this vociferation^ I {ball» therefore, ntU 
ther pronounce it to be good or bad in 
itfelf, I (hall only fay, that it is very un- 
like what we Chriftians are ufed to in' 
divine fervice. 

I mufl not quit Amflerdam, without 
obferving, that though, on account of 
the theatre being burnt down, and the 
time of the year, there was now neither 
play nor concert to be heard, yet in. 
winter there are, as I was informed, fc 
veral public and private concerts in this, 
city. Signor Raimondi, an Italian, and 
M* EfTery a Dutchman, have been. the 
principal violins here, iinceithe death of 
Locatelli. There is alfo an Italian mer-* 
chant, Signor Sarti, . who is faid to be an 
admirable performer on the German fluteu. 
The French company of comedians^ wha 
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aded here while there was a theatre, 
are not yet difmiiTedy but are kept on 
half pay. Upon the whole, Amfterdam 

does not feem to be a very amufing re- 
fidence for idle people; there is £o little 
for them to fee in the way of pleafure, 
and fo much for the mercantile part of 
the inhabitanls to do in the way of bu- 
finefs, that they feem very unfit company, 
for each other, 

HAARLEM. 

There were few things that I was more 
eager to fee, in the courfe of my journey^ 
than the celebrated organ in the great 
church of this city. Indeed, it is the /ion of 
the place ; but to hear this lion roar, is at* 
tended with more expence than to hear 
all the lions and tygers in the Tower of 
London. The fee of the keeper^ or or- 
ganift, is fettled at half a guinea i and 

that of his afliftant keeper, or bellows- . 

blower. 
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hlowtr, at half a crown« Expeftatioii^ 
wbes raifed very high^ is oot only apt 
to ^iirpais probability, but poiiibility. 
' Whether imaginary greatnefs diminilhcd 
the realf on this occafion, I know not^ 
hut I was fomewhat difappointed upon 
hearing this inftrument. In t\)t firft place^ 
the perfon who plays it is not fo great a per* 
former as he imagines i and in the next» 
though the number of ftops amounts to 
iixty, the variety they afford is by no means 
equal to what might be exp^ded* As 
to the vox humana, which is fo celebrat- 
edi it doeB not at «]1 refembfe a kuman 
voice» though a very good ftop of the 
kind : but the world is very apt to be 
impofed upon by names ; the inflant a 
common hearer is told that an organift 
,is playing upon a ftop which refembiea 
the human voice» he fuppofes it to be 
very finet and never enquires into the 
propriety of the name, or ^adnefs c£ 
the imitation. ^lowever, with reiped 

to 
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to my o^Vn feelings, I muft confefs, that 
of all the flops I have yet heard, which 
have been honoured with the appellation 
of vox humana^ no one, in the treble part, 
has ever reminded me of any thing hu- 
man, fo much as of the cracked voice of 
an old woman of ninety, or, in the 
lower parts, of Punch finging through a 
comb. 

As this organ is not only faid to be the 
largeft:, but the beft in Europe, that is, 
in the world, I (hall here infert a lift of 
the flops, it contains, with equivalent 
Englifli names, to fuch as are ufed in 
England, and fliort explanations of the 
refl:. But as technical terms will be un- 
avoidable in this defcription, I advife my 
mifcellaneous readers to pafs it over, for 
it can intereft none but organ-players, or 
perfons not wholly unacquainted with 
the conftrudlion of that inftrument. 
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Catalogue of the Stops in the great Organ 
at Haarlem, built by Miiller, 1738. 

Great Manual. 

N*. Names. Length of longcft pipe; Englifli cquWakntsi 

1. Preftant^ l6 feet. . Open double diap. . 

2. Bonrdon^ . 1 6. Slopt ditto. 

^.Oaavey, 8. * Open diapafon. 

A narrow pipe 

^,Viclda Gamb,, 8. rhewhifttg^- Unifon with ditto. 

the bow. 

"With a funnel, 

Raer Fluit, 8. o*" fn^al^ PU^e, Diap. half ftopt, 
^ upon the top, 

6, O^ave^ ' 4. Principal. 

Akind of flute, 

7, Genfs'Hoorn^ 4. the pipes nar- Unifon with ditto, 

rowattbetop. 

S.Roer-^int^ 6. Twelfth half ftopt. 

9. ^int, - 3. Fifth. 

10. Tertian, 2 rank»; Tierce or 17 th. 

11. Mixture, 6>8, and lo ranks. Furniture, or mix* 

Stopt pipe, 
- . . ^ unifon with . 

12. TVood Flutt, 2 feet, the Fifteenth, or oc- 

[tave fiute» 

l^.Trumj^etj 16. ^ r Double trumpet. 



14. Trumpet, • 8. I 

15. Trumpet , 4 

1 6. Hautheis, 8.^ 



Trumpet* 

reed flops ^ . 

I Clarion. 



^Hautbois. 

Upper 
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Upper Manual. . 

Name«. Length. Engliih namej," 

1. Pr^anty 8 feet. Open diapafon, 

. Breaks mto 

2. ^intadiendy i6. a stb. which Double diapafoo; 

^ predominates^ . 

3. GenC s-Hoorrii 8» * Unif. with flopt 

A muffled pipe [diap. 

4. iB^itfi' ffp^ ufed with the Bear pipe. 

5. OSlavBy 4. Principal. 

6. /ytt/V, 4. Reed.£ute. Flute, 

7. iVtf^/, 3. Stopt twelfth. 

Night' horn \ bu^t, 

8. Nagt.H.^n, 2. ^^^^t^ Flute. 
Fkgifflet, IX ' - Odavt twelfth J 

Tuned o£lave ' 

10. Sit/quialtsr, % ranks. and nth to Sefquiaker. 

tfaediap^ 

11. Cimbaalf 3 ranks. 06lave to mix* 

A feries of eight fture 
la. ^4r/«r^, 4 and 0 notes repeated , * 

through thein- Mixttird. 
ranks ftnunent. 

13, Schalmay, 8. Reed Aop, Bagpipe. 

A narrow delicate 

IJ.. Dulcian^ 8. P^P^* unifon with Dulciari. 
I J. Voxbumana, 8. An imitation of the human voic^,' 

X2 ' ^ Pofitlfy 
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I 



Fofitift 


or fmall Organ* 


' Lowcftictof keyf. 
N*. Namet. Lengih* 


Cnglilh nametw 


1, P reft ant i 




Open diapafon* 


%. Holfiuit, 


8- 

t. 


iDbpafon half 

[ftppt; 

Ditto 




4- 


Principal* 




• 


Flute. 


6*. 


J- 


Twelfth. 



7. Si/quialiir^ 2y 39 and 4 ranks. 
S. Super-dam^f 2 feet. 



ti. Ctmkaalp 

12. Fagotti 

13. Trumpet^ 



Fiftcentli. 
4 and 8 ranks, liigh mufttofc* 
4 ranks* 

3 ranks. ' Odave mixtum 
16 feet. Double baiTooRb 

8 

Formerly a por- 
table organ ufed 
Sh procellioAS. 
was called a re- p 1 
• gal 'y thcftopin ^^g*»* 
this organ is en- 
tirely compofed . 

of retda^ 

Pedals 



t 309 ] 



Pedals. 



N*« N^met. 


Length. 


£ngli(b lumet. 


Principal^ longeft pipe 32 fc^t. 


Odave below the 
{doucMC aup. 


2. PrefianU 


1 6, 


Double diap.op^n. 




16. 


Dittos ftopt. 




12. 


Fourth below th« 
[dap. llopt^. 


<• Holfluih 




Diapafoohalf {lo|pt. 




8. 


Open dia^. 


^nt'Preftanti 


6. 


Fifth. 


8. 0£iave^ 


4- 


Principal, 




3. rofli ff rted Twelfth. 


lOf Holflmt^ 






Hi AiXMnmr^ 


BythcGcr 
mans called 

feeditci|k 


[ Double Sacbttt. 






Sa^but. 


Trumpets 


S. 


Tiuhipiet« 


^. TrumpH f 








2. fr*"w^*'"*P«aw ChfiWU 



X3 XJu» 
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This organ has 60 flops, 2 tremu? 
lantSt 2 couplings, or fprlngs of commu-* 
siication, 4 reparations or valves to clofe 
the wind-chcft of a whok fet of keys, iq 
pafe of a cipher^ apd 1 2 pair of bellows. 

Upon the whole, it is a noble inftru- 
meat, though I think that of the New 
Church at Hamburg [is larger, and that 
of the Old Kerk, in Amfterdam, better 
toned ; but all thefe enormous machines 
feem loaded with ufelefs flops, or fuch 
as only contribute xs> augment noife» aa^ 
to Aifien the touch. 

E Y D E N . 

In this city, which is one of the bed 
bjjilt ^nd mgft . agrceabje of tl^e Lpvy 
Countries, there is not only a celebrated 
univerfity, but a theatre, wher^ Dutch 
plays are exhibited two or threp tipies. a 
week..'. As there is no great commerce 
. f arried on here, it is tl^e place to whicl^ 
|he rich citizens of Amfterdam retreat, 
^s well when their plumb is full grown. 
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as when age and infirmities have deprived 
them of the power of longer purfuing 
the Manunon of unrighteoufnefs. 
' The plays and players of this theatre 
are not of the mod refined fort ; farce has 
not yet quitted tragedy, nor has Punch 
quitted farce however, thefc exhibitions 
amufe perfons, whofe tafte has not been 
foraied upon refined models, and perhaps 
come more home to their bufinefs and bo* 
foms, than the tragedies of Sophocles, or 
comedies of Menander, would do, if they 
were now to be reprefented in the ori- 
ginal Athenian manner. 

As to mufic, mechanical chimes, every 
quarter of an hour i carillons at noon, two 
or three times a week \ and huge organs, 
coarfely played, to more coarfe pfalmody* 
<:onftitute all that Apollo and the Nine 
Mufes have given to this place, in the 
way of harmony and melody, as far as I 
was able to difcover. 

However, I was told, that in this city, 
during term time, there is- a* very able 
|)erformer on the violin, M« VermeuUen, 

X4. who 
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who gives lefibns tp tb^ iluckate of iki| 

univcriity, among whom there are fre* 
quent private concerts i but he wa§; 
abfent whea I was at L(^yden, fo that^ 
I had no opportunity of hearing him* 

HAGUE.' 

Though Amfterdam is the capi^l 
the United Provinces, yet this being the 
reiidence of the Stadtboldeti and tha 
l^lace v^bere his court is con/lantly kept* 
it fliould, of courfe, be likewife the feat 
of th^ polite arts. 

The muiicai eftabliihment of his fe-» 
rene hlghnefs confifts chiefly of German^ 
muficians. The chief director and com- 
pofer, is M. Graaf, of whom feveral 
works are printed in France and Hol- 
land. The names of the reft are Keller, 
Gundlach^ MuUer, Haifschmid, Rohl- 
.ia§, Weis, Keller, jun. and A. Dam- 
bach. Befides thefe fixture^ there are 
meff ^ Malherbe, of Liege, and Jofl:, a 
j^oung C^rman» ajad fchol^r ojf Schwindlv. 

who, 

0 ' / 
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who i$ author of feme pretty pieces fbf! 
the harpfichprd. M. Schwiodl himkli^ 
whofe name is well known in ^he m\u 
ileal world, by his admirable compofi'* 
tions for violins^ which are full of tailei 
gracf ^nd efiedts^ reiided a cpnfiderablQ 
time at the Hague, but was gonp from 
(hence before my arrival. 

M. Spandau, who has been fince heai:4 
with fuph fatisfadtion in England, I found 
at the Hagup. In his performance upoa 
^he French horn, he has contrived, bj 
his delicacy, tafte, and expreflion, tQ 
render an inftrument, which, from its 
coarfei(iefs» could formerly be only fup^^ 
ported in the open air, or ^in a fpacious 
building, equally ibft and pleafing with 
• \h$ fwe^teft hun^an voice. 

Here are two theatres, one fpr Ger-r 
Ipian^ and the other for French plays, 
and coouc operas. I faw the liuU op^ra 
of Tqin^n TometU, in the French thea* 
^re, which is frnall, as was the company, 
9^4 the spirit 9f ^ p^f^rsMrs, 

The 
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The Hague feems more calculated for 
tuufical birds of pallage than natives. The 
want of variety in the company, and in the 
performers, makes them foon mutually 
tired' of each other. It 'is common for 
Germap and Italian muficians, in their 
way to or from England, to vifit, and 
ftop a ihort time at the Hague, where, 
by concerts, they ufually gain money 
fufiicient to enable them to purfue their 
journey j but they feldom* remain here 
. longer than a (hip which enters a port 
merely to wood and water. 

Here are four churches, three belong- 
ing to the Calvinifts^ and one to the 
Lutherans, in all which there are large 
organi i but neither the inftruments, nor 
thofe who perform upon them, are t^uck 
celebrated. 

If my mufical acquifitions and difcove^ 
ries received but fmall augmentation at 
the Hague, I was amply rewarded for the 
trouble of going thither, by the notice 
with which I was honoured by his excel- 



iency. Sir Jofeph YorkCf and the pains hM 

kindly, took with 4^&$n to r^dei: m9 

ibrvicp. . • 

DELFT. 

• There are twp hapdfome churches ia 
this town, and organs in both. M. Bcr^ 
guys, the organift, and carilhMeur of one 
pf them, is, M. Pothoffexcepted, the heft 
performer I met with in Holland, parti- 
cularly on the carillons, which he plays 
with afltpniftiing dexterity, 

ROTTERDAM. 

M. Van Hagen, a German, who is the 
|)rincipal organift here, is likewife a|i 

excellent performer on the violin, of 
which he convinced me by playing one 
pf his own folos. He vvas a fcholar of 
(Deminiani, and he not only plays, but 
yvrites very much in the fty|e of that great 
pafter of harmony. His daughter has a 
|ine yoipe, and fings with much tafte and 
. f^re^on. His fop ha$ been under 

Honaiir. 
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Hcnatir^ at Par». Except th^fc particii« 
fer8> the only di(c0wtry whkb i waa abto 

|o make, irelative to mufic, in this large ami 
populous city, was, that it contained no- 
thing more to be difcovered : but this 
mgative kind o£ knowledge is not with-^ 
chH its ufe, as it afiuages curiofity, anii 
inrccltKles all felf-feproach on Uie ^of^ 
«f negligence. 



% ^ iti ^ ^ 



Here ends my fecond Tour. With ref- 
pe6^ to Germany, if I have been oaablo 
to penetrate into feveral part§ of it which 
were well entitled to niy attention, or 
kave omitted to mention mufictans of 
labilities in others, I hope it will be re-^ 
membcred, that to have vifited every 
province, court, and city, of this vaft 
empire, and to have ftaid as long in each 
as would have been neceffary to hear alt 
the beft performers, dtiring carnivat time, 
as was frequently recommended to me, 
would have required the life of a Patrl- 
- < ^r<?h. 



I 
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«lth« Howerer^ if tfoe reader will taioD 
tbe pains to trace my rcmic m a oHip^ lui 

* will find that I vifited almoft every capt^ 
tal ^ md that, from my firft landing oa 
tbe CQbtiaeQt» Aeering ffom weft to eaii^ 
and from fouth to north, I made an angle 
through Flaodersy Bt^bmt, md the Ger« 
man^mfHTe, of near two tlioufaad mileag 
before I entered Holland, in my way back 
to England. 

. To compenfate» however^ in Ibme de-- 
greet for the length of the way, and the 
ibofftaef« of my tioiet I Oiall here, as am 
i^:f>eediaE»fab}oia a few particular^ which 
I have obtained from good authority, re- 
lative to the ftate of mufic, in fuch parts 
of Germany as it wa$ not my . power to 
.vi&t. 

Father Martin Gerbert, of the congre- 
gation of fienedidinet, at the abbey of 
St. Blaife, in the Black ForeA, near Fri- 
bnrgh, in Brifgaw, about thirty miles 
from Stralburg, publiihed in 1763, tbe 

Flan of a Hijlory of Church Mufic, itfA 

the 
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ftfe -firft cmimy, to the prefen< time ^i- 
After this publication; he trairelled throT; 
Germanjt and a great part of France 
aiid Italy, in order to colled: materials in 
the feveral convents and public libraries 
of thofe countries ; and in 1765 he 
printed his Itinerary ^ informing the pub- 
lic the fuc^cefs of his refearches 'fi . 

Whfen I arrived at Manheim, my cu-* 
rioiity was fo much excited by a pcrufal 
of this Itinerary, and the reports con- 
cerning the materials which M. Gcrbert 
has been long accumulating for his pro- 
jeded Hiftory, that 1 determined to vifit 
his convent, though it was fituated Very 
wide of my intended route but after pre- 
paring for this deviation from my firft 
plan, and obtaining, the neceffary infor^ 

« DeCantu^ MuftcaEcclefiaJlkaapimaEeckfia^ 

JEtate ufque ad prefens Tempus^ 

+ Martins Gtrberti Iter AUemankumy accedit Jta^ 
Ucum et GaOicwn. Sequuntur Glojfaria ix cedidhtis 
Manufcriptis^ a Seculo 9 ufque 13. Typis ia» BUh- 

matlpn 
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matlon-for finding my way thtlho'^ I' 
had the mortification to hear, that thia 

great and valuable colledion of materials 
for the hiftory of facred mufic had beea 
dcftroyed» not long fince, by a fire, toge« 
ther with the convent in which they were 
depoiited. I had nothing but patience 
to comfort me under this difappointment ; 
however I was glad to hear, that the reve« 
rend and learned compiler of all thefo 
treafures of antiquity, had lately had the 
confolation of 'being exalted to the head 
of his fociety, under the denominatioiv 
of prince^abbot of St. Blaife 

* Since , the firfl publication of this tour, an 

intercourfe has been opened between this learned 
prelate and xsi^ioX^^ by means of a German gentler- 
nun of great merit and learning, reiident in Loa* 
don ; to whom the prince-abbot has applied for 
books and information, relative to the hiftory of 
church mufic in England : and it not only afforded 
me great pleafure, to find that he had refumed .< 
the work, which had been fo unfortunately inter- 
rupted by the fire, but in the opportunity it gave 
me of (hewing my zeal, for fatisfying his enquiriea 
in the befl manner I was able. A cQniiderahle 



irhe ddke and ibvereign of FtrksTEk^ 
BDR6, h a great mufician and encouragtt 

of mufic ; all the performers of Germany 
arc fore of an afylum at his court, of 
being well heard, and, if excellent, well 
rewarded. 

M. Riepcl at Ratisbon is elleemed 
one of the bell theorifts, and moft intel- 
ligent Moficians of that place; I had 
formed the dclign of going thither from 
Munich in my way to Vienna, but was 
difcouraged from pntting it into execti- 
tion, by hearing that M. Riepel, as well 
as all the chief muficians of Ratifiion> 
where then with the prince of Tour-Taxi$ 
at Tifchengen. However, I fliould have 
gpne to Tifchengen in fe.arch of them, had 
not an excellent judge of mafic aflured 
me, that he had often vifited the Prince 
of Tour Taxis, for a month or fix weeks at 
a time, both thdrc and at Rati&on, but 

psnrtof his work which was printed before the acci- 
^ift^ and feverM valuabk matcrah, it fcemt, wcr# 
fortunately preferved from tHe flames. 

was 
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was never charmed by his concertSf 
though he had a numerous band ; as the 
mufic was performed in an inelegant and 
inexprefiive manner* with an almoft total 
ncgledJ of piano and forte, and of light 
and fhade ; fo that the pieces which they 
executed, however good in themfelves^ 
afforded him but very little pleafure. 

M. Riepel has written fcveral ingenious 
trafts mentioned in Marpurg*s and Killer's 
colledions; and, in a curious compofition, 
tnuchcelebrated in Germany, he has found 
the means of imitating almod every 
fpecies of military noife, by mufical 
inftrumeots» 

At GoTHA there is a good band, over 
which M. George Benda prefides, as 
maefiro di capella. The principal per- 
formers are M. Hattafch, on the violin i 
Kramer, on the barpfichord ; and Boeh-> 
• mer on the bafToon. I have feen in dif- 
ferent mufical collcdions, fome pleafing 
produdions by M. Grafe, a dilettante 
of this city. The chapel-mafter is au- 

VoL. II. ^ ~ Y tlpr 
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tbor of a great variety of works for the 
church, fiage, and chamber. His com* 
poiitions arc in general new, mafterlyt 
and learned ; but his efforts at fingula-^ 
rity» will by fome be conilrued into af« 
fediation. 

There was no place in Germany which 
I left unfecn with more regret than 
Brunswig, as that city feems to be in 
poflcffion of feveral muficians of dif* 
tingui(hed abilities. At the head of thefe 
muft be ranked M. Schwanberger, who 
is author of ieveral ferious operas, which, 
^re compofed in a moil refined and pleaf- 
ing tafte \ his melodies are graceful and 
natural, his accompaniments ingenious 
and judicious, and the clearnefs and fa« 
cility with which he writes, manifeft 
great experience, and a happy fcle&ion $ 

his harpfichord pieces, as well as thoie 

written for violins, are full of pleafing 

effe&s, produced by fair and warrantable 
means. 

M. Fleif- 
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M. Fleifcher is another Brunfwic com- 
. poferof great merit, whofe church-muGc, 
comic operas, and harpfichord leiTons, are 
all written in an elegaat and pleaiing 
%le. 

. The feigning duke^s firft violin and 
concert- mafter is M. Pefcbj who is alfo 
author of feveral agreeable pieces for his 
inftrttment» which haye been printed at 
Lcipfic, by Brietkopf. ' 

This city is at prefent likewife in pof- 
feffioh of M. J. C. Frederic Bach, eldcft 
fon of the celebrated Sebaftian Bach, 
and concert-mafter of the court of Biicke- 
burg; he is an able mathematician, 
and regarded as the greateft fugift, and 
mod learned profefTor in Germany. He 
was born in 1710, and was feveral years 
organift and mufic-dire£tor at flal^ in 
Saxony, before he entered into the fer- 
vice of the court at BQckeburg. 

Mufic is cultivated in few places more 
fuccefsfuUy than at Brunfwic, to which 
the paffion of the reigning duke for ope- 

Y 2 ras. 
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ras, aad the tafte and difccrnmcnt of the 
here4Uary prince, have grently coatrir 
buted. .• r ; 

The archbilbop and fovereign of 
Saltsburg is very magnificent in his 
fupport ' of [mufic, having ufually near a 
huadred performers* vocal and inflru- 
mental, in his fervice. This prince is 
himfelf a dikitante^ and goad performer 
on the vioUn j he has lately been at great 
pains to reform his band, which has 
been accufed of being more remarkable 
for coarfeaefs and noife, than delicacy 
and high-finifliing. Signor Fifchietti, au- 
thor of feveral coolie operas* i» at pre- 
fent the director of this. band. 

♦ 

The Mozart family were all at Saltzw 
burg lad: fummer; the father has long 
been in the. fervice of that court, and the 
fon is now one of the band ; he coaipofed 
an opera at Milan, for the marriage of the 
arch* duke, with the prioccis of Modepai 
and was to cgmpofe another at the fame 
place for the carnival of ibis year, though 

he 
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he is now but iixteen years of age« By a 
letter from Saltzburg, dated laft No- 
vember, I am informed^ that this young 
man, who fo much a{loni£hed all Europe 
by his premature knowledge and perfor- 

mance, during infancy, is ftiU a great 
mafter of his inftrument ; my correfpon- 
dent went to his father's houfe to hear him 
and his fifter play duets on the iame 
harpfichords but (he is now at her fum* 
mit, which is not marvellous; and/' 
fays the writer of the letter, ** if I may 
*^ judge of the mufic which I heard of his 

compofition, in the orcheflra, he is one 
*' further inftance of early fruit being 

more extraordinary than excellent." 

The mufic-fbops of Nuremberg are 
the moft remarkable in Germany. It is 
in this city only, that mufical compofi- 
tions are engraved i in other parts of the 
empire, they are all printed with types. 
Hafncr, Wintcrfchmidt, and Schmid arc 
proprietors of the principal (hops. M. 
Agrel is the only mufician refiding at 

Y 3 Nqrem- 
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Nuremberg, who has diftinguifhed him* 
felf as i compofer; his pieces iipr the 
. harpfichord were once in , vogu^, but 
though faultlefs as to counterpoint^ they . 
never, with refpcdl to invention, feemed 
to furpafs mediocrity. 

At Zerbst, M. Heocki has the re-» 
putation of being a great performer on 
the violin; M. Krebs of Ai^temburg, 
fcholar of Sebaftian Bach, has been very 
much admired for his full and mafterly 
manner of playing the organ, and M* 
Kunzen, whofe performance muft be 
ftill remembered with gre^it pleasure by 
tbofe who heard him in England, is at 
prefent the worthy organift of Lubec. 

Beiides M. HiUer» four compgfers re« 
lide at Leipfip, .with whom I had not 
time to cultivate a perfonal acqqaintance; 
thefe are IVf • Qoles, cantor, and compo-* 
fer of church muQci M. Lphlein, a 
harpfichord player, and cbmpofer; M. 
'^eefe, author of fome pretty fonatasi for 
({lat inftrument, and M* Heichard, a 

com-f 
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compofcr of comic operas, by no means 
devoid of genius. 

M, RoUe, mufic-diredler of Magde- 
BERG, is a fpirited and ingenious compo- 
fer, who has diftinguilhed hitnfelf by 
productions for the church i but I have 
feen fome of his pieces for the harpfi- 
chord, which have pleafed me more 
than his other works, particularly, in 
the Berlin colledions, where there are 
leflbns by this author, full of fire, and in 
which pleafing effeds are produced, by 
the introduction of oldpailages, in a new 
manner. 

M. Muller, the court-organift at Des- 
sau, is pofTelTed of coniiderable abilities; 
his compofitions difcover tafte, fancy, and 
a powerful hand ; but his ambition to 
produce new paffages, upon all occafions, 
renders his pieces frequently laboured, 
. unnatural, and affeded; and to this vice 
tnay be added, that, fo common to his 
countrymen, of fpinning his fubjeCts and 
movements to a tirefome length. 

Y 4 M. Wolf, 
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M. Wolf, at WfiYMfiRi is a natural 
and pieaiing compofcr of cocnic operas^ 
in. the GermaA language j a fpecks of 
compoiition becpme very prevalent in the 
northern parts of the epapirCf iince thp 
year 1750, when M. Hiller fet to mufic 
the firft 4^zmz of that kind, which was 
brought ppon the ilager It gaiped great 
applaufe againft the opinion of the^critics, 
by wSom it was much decried, on ac-* 
count of the lownefs of the fubjeA, 
which was ihe Merry Cobler, imitated froov 
our farce of the Devil to Pay. Before 
this period the Germans had only ierious 
operas and intermezzi^ in their own lan- 
guage, upon the ftage : but the prefent 
rage for burlettas is fo ftrong, that perfoas 
pf judgment think it will deilroy all true 
tafte for mufic ot a higher clafs. 

M. Richerty of Koningsberg, is a 
great voluntary-player on the violin^ and 
particularly remarkable for the truth and 
facility with which he plays doubU 

M. Fr. 
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. Fn 2^»v. Richtcr (hould have bqen 

diflia|,ui£bed among the mu£iciaa« .of 
Maoheim ; his. work^, of various kinds, 
have great merit ; the fi^bje^ts are oftea 
new and noble ; but his detail and man«* 
ner of treating them is frequently dry and 
fteril, and he fpins and repeats pafTages in 
different keys without end. The French 
and Italians have a term for this tediouf- 
nefs, which is wanting in our language^ 
they call it Rofalie^ or Rofalia ^ : an Ita* 
lian cries out, upon hearing a firing of re- 
petition$» either a note higher, or a note 
lower, of the fame paiTage or modulation^ 
ah. Junta Rofalia ! Indeed this fpecies of 
iteration indicates a want of invention in 
a compofer, as much as Aammering and 
hefitation imply a want of wit or memo- 
ry in a ftory-teller. 

* The term is derived from the name of a fe- 
male faint remarkable for repeating her IPe^tr nojler, 
and ftringing her beads more frequently than even 
St. Dominic himfelf, or than any other pious per- 
fon that has merited a place in the Golden Legend. 

Father 
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Father Schmidt, a monk o£ the CUler* 
tian order, at the abbey of Eberbacb, in 
Rheingau^ is author of trios for violin$, 
that are not only full of tafte and fancy, 
bat compofed with a boldoefs, fpirit, and 
accuracy, which dilettanti feldom arrivp 
at. 

M. Johann Gottfried Miithel, of Riga, 
being by birth and education a German, 
dcferves a place here, though he is at 
prefent eftabliihed in a city which apper- 
tains to Ruifia. When a ftudent upon 
keyed inflruments has vanquiihed all the 
' difficulties to be found in the leflbns of 
Handel, Scarlatti, Schobert, Eckard, and 
C. P* £. Bach ; and, like Alexander, la- 
ments that nothing more remains to con* 
quer, I would recommend to him, as an 
exercife for patience and perfeverencc, . 
the compofitions of Muthe| ; whicl^ are 
fo full of novelty, tafte, grace, and con- 
trivance, that I fhould not hefitate to rank 
them among the grcateft produdlions of 
the prefent age. Extraordiuary as are the 

genius 
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genius and performance of this mufician, 
he is but little known in Germany, and 
all I could gather there concerning him 
is, that he received inftruftions from Se- 
baftian Bach» and lived fome time at 
Schwerin, before he fettled in Riga. 
The firft of his works, which I can trace 
to have been publi{hed> were Odes^ print-* 
ed at Hamburgf 1759- The reft, which 
are all for the harpiichord, appeared in 
the following order : three Sonatds, and 
two AirSf with twelve variations, Nu-^ 
remburg, 1760. Two Concertos^ printed 
by Hartknock, Riga, and Mittau, 1767. 
Duetto for two clavichords, two harpfi-* 
chords, or tvfo forte pianos, d^ Riga, 177J* 
The ftyle of this compofer more refem- 
bles that of Emanuel Bach, than any o-^ 
ther. But the paflagcs are entirely his 
own, and refled; as much honour upon his 
head as h^s hand. Indeed his writings 
bound with difficulties, which to com- 
mon hearers, as well as common players^ 
muft appear too ejaborate ; for even his 

accom- 
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accompaniments are fo charged as to re- 
quire performers, for each inftrufnenty of 
equal abilities to bis own, which is ex- 
peding too much, in muficians of this 
nether world. 

It* is generally allowed that the nor- 
thern parts of Germany have made a 
greater progrefs in lit^eraturc and the fci- 
cnces than Bavaria, Auftria, Siwabia, the 
Circle of the Rhine, and Weftphalia, 
£omt fingle men of genius and erudition 
excepted. Franconia has done fo*me- 
thing in learning ; nothing in the arts 
and ielUs lettr^s : Auftria begins indeed 
to (hine with great luftre in literature as 
\vell as fciences. 

If my leifurc and abilities would have 
fufficed for fo extenfive a plan, I ihould 
have been glad to have made the journal of 
this tour, the prejent Jiate of arts and fei- 
inces^ in general however, poetry is fo 
nearly coaneaed with mujicy that I could 
not help making fpme enquiries after die. 
moil eminent poets now living in. Germa- 
ny^ 
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ny, and I ikalt here prefent my readers 
with what I found to be the general o^i^ 
nion there of men of tafte and learning, 
with refped to theif aJbilities. 

M. Klopfiock has been already men^ 
tioned, and Madame Karfch, the poetefs 
of Berlin, may be ranked next to him 
for original genius. This lady is quite a 
meteor, and furgrifes the more by the e- 
IcTatioa and beauty of her poeflts, oa 
account of her low origin, flie .be* 
ing defcended from parents who were 
unable to afford her a liberal education^ 
and married very young to ^ ferjeant, ia 
a regiment quartered at Glogau. When 
ibe arrived, firil at Berlin, a few of her 
verfes were handed about, which were fo 
much approved, that a fubfcription was 
opened for printing a colle^on of the'm : 
fiace that time ftie has fupportcd herfelf 
with dignity, by the produ£iions of her 
pen. 

The works and charader of Wieland 
sore equally various : aliufque ^ idem^ He 
6 fpent 
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fpeat his youth in piety and flights of en« 
thufiafm, compofing nothing but Sympa^ 
thieSf Moral talesj Letters from the Dead^ 
a poem m Nature^ aod Ckri/iian Hymns 
and FJalms. At a different period of his 
Iife> his mufe paffing to another extreme, 
he wrote tales of a different kind» which 
not only furpaiTed thofc of La Fontaine, 
in fimplici^ and beauty, but in loofe- 
nefs and immorality. He wrote two 
poems called Idris and Amadis^ in ftanzas, 
like thofe of Ariofto, with "Don Sylvio de 
Rofaha^ a romance, in the ftyle of Cer« 
vantes s all full of wit and humour. 

His mafter-piece is faid to be Agathon, 
a romance in the ancient Greek manner. 
He is likewife author of a poem called 
the Graces 5 of Mufarion^ and Diogenes^ 
the firft a poem, the other written in 
profe, and with the humour of Sterne. 
His lafl: work is called the Golden Mirror ^ 
and abounds with fevere ftridures on 
princes and priefts. 

This 
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Tbid writer is a wonderfol example of 
contradi&ion iahuman nature. His phi- 
lofopby is calculated for perfons in the 
great world. The Germans frequently 
compare his genius with that of Voltaire^ 
and even carry their admiration fo far, 
as to fay, that he excells him in all but 
his dramatic pieces ; both have written 
much, and both have repeated them- 
fclvcs. 

M. LeJJingy of Wolfenbuttle, is a man 
of aniverfal knowledge and genius, hav- 
ing fuccecdcd equally v^ell in Lyric Poems^ 
Fablesy Remarks on Critics^ Satires, Dra-^ 
mas^ and Difcoveries in Antiquity. 

Hallerh poems are chiefly on philofo- 
phical fabjcits. Thofe On the Origin of 
Evil, on Reafon^ Infidelity^ Superjiition^ 
The Vanity of Human Virtue, The Alps^ 
and an unfiniflied ode On Eternity, arc 
accounted the beft. 

Rammler^ of Berlin, holds a diftin- 
guifticd rank among German poets. His 

odes 
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odes are £ud to have too mucliof Gnece 

and Roqie. G/auciuf isjhis.beft poem. 
. GUm, is called the Aoacreon of mo-» 
dcra tioafi. 

Gell^rt^ Fables .and. Tales are n^ucb 
admired. ' • 

Gefner is a paftorai poet of great re« 
putation. 

Dr. Cramer* s Odes on the ^ejurre3im^ 
his Luther, and MelanSthon, are very 
much efteemed. 

Rabner is a celebrated fatirift; and 
Hagedorn, VtZf Gifecicj Gerfienierg, 
Schmeibelery Jacobip Weife^ and Ucht^ 
wehr, are poets whofe productions are 
much efteemed by their countr]nneQ. 

Germany contains thirty-fix universi- 
ties, of which there are feventeen catho- 
lic, feveateen proteftant, and two, as 
thofe of Erfurt and Heidelberg, where, 
ftudents of both religions are admitted. 
If I were to enumerate all the mea of 
genius and learning, in thefe feminaries^ 
who are labouring for the advancement 

o£ 
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of fcience, the lift would doubtlefs be 
too confiderable for my work : however, 
M. Zacheria, of Brunfwick, ddd M. 
Kraufe^ of Berlin, are entitled io a place 
here for their mufical talents. 

M. ZacheriU, befides being a poet of 
the firil rank, and celebrated for the wit 
and humour of his mock-herblc pocmsi 
is likewife a good pradical mufician, aild 
an excellent theorift and critic of mufi* 
tal produ&ions. 

And M. Kraufe, of Berlin,- Who Has 
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able work upon the fubjedt of German 
Lyric Poetry^ is likewife author of fe-» 
Veral mufical compofitions, which are 
touch efteemed hj connoilTeurs. 

Having ncfw laid bef6re the reader 
fuch information as I have been able to 
obtain, concerning the prefent ftate of 
muiic in the countries through which I 
have travelled in this Toar^ I have only 
to add, that, befides the many excellent 
muficians Which I found in liiy' route. 

Vol. il. 2 Germany 
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Germany has furniflied a great number 
of profetfors of uncommpn talents, whofe 
produftioiis and performance, have both 
charmed and aftoniflied the reft of 
Europe; and it is hardly too much to 
fay, that the beft German muiictanSi of 
the prefent age, with a few exceptions, 
are to be found out of their own country. 
Indeed, it has been obferved, that, from 
whatever caufe, tranfplantcd Germans, 
cceteris paribus^ fu'rpafs, in moft of the 
fine arts, thofe that remain in their ori^ 
ginal foih 

By travelling, muficians lofe, amon^ 
other local partialities, that veneration 
for a particular ftyle, which fo much en- 
creafes the number of imitators, and 
keeps them in fuch fubjedion, that, like 
the writers of modern Latin, they dare 
not hazard a fingle thought for which 
claillcal auth(^rity Xrsjrinot be produced. 

The muficians of almoft every town, 
and every band in the fervice of a Ger- 
man prince, however fmall his domi- 

nions« 
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nions, cre£l themfclves into a mufical 
mohdrchy, mutually jealous of each other, 
and all uiiahimouily jealous of the Ita- 
lians, who come into their country : for 
my own part, as a byftander, who had 
tio fliare in thefc quarreh, and was not 
in the leaft interefted in the event, I 
thought I could fee prejudice operating 
ftrongly on both fides. As to the Ita-* 
lians, however, it muft be acknowledged 
that they are fcarefled, courted, and fre- 
quently rewarded with double the falary 
that is paid eveii to fuch natives as have 
the claim of fuperidr merit. The Ger- 
lhans, therefore, under fuch provocation, 
inuft not be too feverely cenfured for 
under-rating the talents of many great Ita- 
lian mailers, and treating them with a 
contempt and feverity which is due only 
to the groffeft ignorance and ftupidity. 

My intention was neither to write a 
panegyric, nor a fatire, on the mufic of 
Germany, but to defcribe its effeils on 
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my Qwa feelings. I fet out with a de-^ 
fire to be pleafed ; and if I have been- 
fometimes diflatiafied, and my dlfap- 
poifttiDeat has produced cenfure» I hope 
it will not draw upou me the charge of 
wanting either impartiaHty of candour. 

Fraifing all is prai/ing nane — and 
I have fometimes had my doubts con- 
cerning fueh ideal beauties of particolaf 
fiyles as are ili^pocted by excluiive adciiK 
ration. 

. I will not fay that the Gerfhans have 
no national mulic ; they have had many 
men of great abhties, who have never 
been in Italy, and who have difdained 
to pillage the works of their neighbours 
but the prefent ca-ft of German^ melody 
can as eafily be traced from the opera, 
fongs of the Italians, as the tade of moifc 
German compofers and performers from 
that of the beft fingers of kaly. 

Indeed, many favourable circumftanccs^ 
have contributed to. facilitate their ac- 
q^uiring this tafte ^ particularly their in- 
ter- 
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trcourfe with the natives in the great 
pofleiSooB they have beyond the Alps; 
and even at home« the inhabitants of 
Vienna, Munich, Drefden, Berlin, Man- 
heim, firunfwick, Stutgard, and Caflel, 
where there is, and ha; long been^ an 
Italian opera^ have not liftened to Italiaa 
iinging in vain. 

Setting bowev^r^ particular jdiftindionc 
afide, the refult of all my encjuiries and 
obiervationsy is the eftabli(bment of two 
fads ; the firft, that there is very little 
good finging, by the natives, in any parf 
of Europe,* except Italy ; the fecond^ 
that though the Italians excel the people 
of all other nations in vocal mu6c, yet 
the Germans, with a few exceptions, 
excel even the Italians in the conftruc- 
tion itid ufe of mo^ inAruments f and 
perhaps it is not difficult to account for 
the di^rent mufiical excellence of thefe 
two nations. The language of the Ita* 
Uaii§ is more favourable to .m.ufip tha^i 

Z3 " tbit 



that of any other people) aod the c\ir*- 
tom of performing almoil continualiy, 
the mod refined and expenfive compo- 
iitions in their churches and theatres, 
cannot but produce a general red^itude of 
taflc among all ranks of people, and 
afford a mod perfed model of imita- 
tion» to all who have a diftinguilhing 
ear, and flexible voice. On the con- 
trary» the language of the Germans is 
among thofe that are the lead favour- 
able to mufic i and very little vocal mu- 
fic is performed among them, except to 
Italian v^ords, even io ther operas ; it wgs 
therefore natural, thatinftrumental mufic 
ihould become the general objedt. The 
number of fchools that have been men- 
tioned in this Journal, urhere inftru* 
mental mufic is taughtt mcreafts the 
number of competitors; and the muni- 
ficenee of the Cerman princes^ who 
keep numerous bands of perf(ormci^9 
not only for the fervice of the cpurt» 

but 
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but the field, cannot but incite the moft 
vigorous efforts to excel. 

Upon the whole, with refpedl to the 
fine arts* it feems as if every fchool^ an4 
every country, had its peculiar vices^'as 
well as virtues. In mufie, it has been 
ihewn in my former tour, that the Lom- 
bard, Venetian* and Neayolitan fchools* 
have charaderiftic diftindions ; the fame 
might be proved of the feveral ftyles of 
compofition and perfornoancc in the 
principal cities pf Gernaanyi Vienna bee- 
ping mod remarkable for fire and inven* 
cion ; Manheim, for Qeat an4 brilliant 
^execution : Berlin, for counterpoint ; 
and Brunfwic, for tafte. But, with* 
out oppofing tQwn Co tpwn, and ftate ta , 
ilate, it may be faid of Germany in ge- 
neral, that the mulical virtues of its na- 
tives, are patmce and profundity ; and 
their vices, prolixity and pedantry 0 The 
jit^lians are apt to be too negligent^ and 
the Germans too elaborate i in fo much, 

Z 4, that 
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|ba|t iDttfiCt if I may hazard (he thougbtt 
fecms play to the Italian$« and work to 
the Oermans. The Italians are perhaps 
(he Ofily people pn the globe who can trid^ 
with grace^ as th$: Germans have alone 
iJie pp\ycr to fender even ^abour |)lcafing, 
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rallel between him and Fifcher, 45. 

Binder, 



D 



[ 346 ] 



Binder, M. organift 2t Drefden, 5^ 

Bode, M. an eminent printer at Hamburg, 247, 

Bohemia, u 
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fic at ibc common reading fchools, i2i 14. 
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Fifch^etti, 324. ' 
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Frauen-Kirche a^ Drefden, 30- 
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187. 

FlutCj German, improved by M. Quantz, 187, 195. 
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Galatea, a paftoral opera, 226. 
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Gafparini, Signor, a Roman compofer, 183. 
p^lTati, Pietro, 181. 
(iellert, 336. 
Geminiani, 192, 315. 
Gefner, 336. 

Gerbert, father, his plan of a hiftory of church muGC) 

317. His materials deftroyed by fire, 319. 
Giardini, L2Sj 
Gleim, 336. 

Gotfel, M. German flute player at Drefden, 44. 
Graaf, M. mufic director at the Hague, 312. 
Grauel, M. violoncello player at Berlin, 219. 
Graun, Charles Henry, 98. His works, 226. Two 

opinions concerning him, 227, 228* 
Graun, Job. GottJib, §8. Praifed and ccnfured, 229, 230. 
Groningen, 28i> IT. 
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H. 

Haarlem, 303. 

Haarlem organ, catalague of its flops^ 306. 
Hague, 312, 
Hallcr, 335. 

Hamburg, 235. Its populoufnefs, 257. 

Handel, 191, 192. Began his career at Hamburg, 239. 
His great abilities upon the organ, 241, 243% His 
duel with Matthefon, 242. 

Harpfichords better made in England by Germans than in 
Germany, 147. 

Hafle, 50. His firft theatrical compofition, 184. In- 
troduces Quantz to old Scarlatti, 185. 

Heinichen, 172, 177. 

Hiller, M. mufic diredlor at Leipfic, 73. 

Hoeckh, M. 136, 326. 

Hohlfeld, confl:ru£lor of a machine for writing down ex- 
tempore pieces of mufic, 217. 
Homiljus, M. cantor and church compoferat Drefden, 7T. 
Hunger, organift at Drefden, 48. 
Hummel, mufic feller at Amfterdam, 286. 
Hunt, M. violin player at Drefden, 44, 

I. ' 

Juft, compofer at the Hague, 312. 

^ K. 
Karfch, Madame, poetefs at Berlin, 333. 
Keifer, 83. 
Kirkman, 147. 

Kirnberger, mufician at Berlin, 21 1. Scholar of Sebaf- 
tian Bach, ibid. 

Klopftock, the Milton of Germany, 249. His country- 
men's opinion of him, 250, 3^3. 

Konc, chamber mufician to the king of Pniffia, 202» 

KONINGSTEIN, 22^ 

Konyczek, 135. 
Kraufe, 337. 
Krebs, 326. 

Kruch, firlt violin, at Czaflau, 4. 
Kunzen, 326. 

Landi, Abate, poet at Berlin, 58. 
LeipsiC| 72. 

I-engch 
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Lcngtli, neceflary in German muGcal compofulons, 266, 
Leffing, M. 335. 
Leyden, 310. 
Lindner, M. 53, 20?.. 

Linzen, M. organift of the new chureh at Amfterdam, 299^ 
Lobel a blind Hebrew fidler, 135- 

LOBESCHUTZ, i^. 

Locatelli, 2gi. 
Lohlein, 326. 
Lottt, I74» 

Luftig, organift at Groningen, 2?i> 

M. 

Machine for writing down extempore pieces of miific^ 

conftruaed at Berlin, 2i^ Deftroyed by fife, 215. 
Maladie du pais^ ilh. 
Marble gallery at Potzdam, i^j, 
Marchand challenges Sebaftian Bach, 8r. 
Mara, M. violoncello player at Berlin, 20Q. 
Marpurg, M. at Berlin, His mufical writings^ I07»: 

207» 213. 

Marriage Jubilee, 141* 

Matthefon, 236. Printed as many books as he lived years^ 
237. Conteft for fupsriority over Handel, 240. Quar- 
rel and duel with ditto, 241, 242- Bequeaths an organ ta 
the new church at Hamburg, 274. Its excellence, 27 7# 

Metaftafio, his opinion of German finging-fchools, 23. 

Milliwiceck brought up in Bohemia, 15. 

Mingotti, her portrait in the pifture gallery at Drefden, 4U 

Modern mufic always to be abufed, 158. 

Monticelll, ^ 

Mozart family, 324^ 

Mumfen, Dr. at Hamburg, 249* 

Miiller, 327. 

M»fic, its efFe£ls moft powerful in ho^eli^natcs, 3. Sj 
what means become fo general in Bohemia, 4. Injured 
by time, i «;4. Stationary at Berlin, 196, 235. Re- 
quires pallion and enthufiafm, 225. 

Mufie fchoolsin Bohemia, 4. At Teuchenbrod, ibid. At 
Janich, ibid. At Bomifchbrod, ibid. At Czaflau, ibid. 
At Budin, At Lobefchutz, At Koningftein, 
32. At Pirna, ibid. At Drefden, 63. 

Mufic (hops at Leipfic, 73. Hamburg, 258. Amfter- 
dam, 286^ and Nurem^rg, 325. 

Mufical 
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Mufical writers at Berlin, 88^ 8^ 
Miithel, great player and excellent compofer, 330. Ac^ 
count of his works, 331. 

N; 

Naumann, maejlro di capella at Drefden, 3^ . 
Neefe, 326. 

Nicolaij a learned bookfeller at Berlin, qo, 
Kight- watch at Berlin, 223. 
Nuremberg, 325. 

O. 

Organs at Czaflau» 5. At Prague, 8j q. At Lobefchiitz* 
Ij^ At the Fraurt-Kirche, Drefden, £Ie£lor'^ 
chapel, Drefden, 54. Garrifon churcliT^erlin, 104. 
St. Peter's Berlin, 205. St. Mary's, Berlin, 207. 
Kew church j Hamburg, 274. St. Peter's, Hamburg, 
277. At the cathedral, Bremen j 279. St. Martin, 
Groningen, 282. New church, Amfterdam, 294. Old 
church, Amfterdam, 287. The great church at Haar- 
lem, 303. 

Organifts, method of chUfing them at Amfterdam, 292. 
Orfini, Gaetano, 132. His charadlw as a finger, i8q> 
Orontes, an opera by Theil, 236. 

P. 

Palace, new, at Potzdam, defcribed, 144. 
tantalcone, 57, 168. 
i*aradc at Potzdam, iq6. 
Paflione, of C. P. E. Bach, 254. 
Pefch, 323. 

Pidure gallery at Drefden, 3^ 52. 
Pirn A, 23. 

Pifendel, i68j 173, 193. 

Pfiffer, M. organift of St. Peter's, Hamburg, 2774 

Poets, German, fome account of, 333. . ^ 

Poor fcholars at Drefden, their origin, 63. Divided into 

troops, 68, Their drefs, 70. 
Porporino, Signor, firft ferious finger at Berlin, 
PoftilHons, 20, 85. 

PothofF, M. blind organift at Amfterdam, 287. His 
great abilities on the organ, An ingenious fugift, 
289. His aftoniftiing execution as carilloneur, 294. 

Potzdam, 115. Its beautiful buildings, ul^ 

Poutaveri, his mimickry of the French opera, 125. 

Prague, ^ Why notaboundiiig in great xnuficians, 10. 
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Quantz, John Joachim, chamber muficlan to the king of 
Pruflja, 151. Sketch of his life, i_d2 to 195. Hisim* 
provemeni of the German flute, 187) 1Q5> 

R. 

Racks, aboliflied at Drefden, 6Ju, 
R.abner, 336. 
Rammler, 335. 

Refledlions on the rtiuncal talents of the Bohemiatis, 3, 
10. On difFertnt ftylcs in mufic, 158. On the ne- 
cefTity of contraft int mufic, 203. On the finging nt ' 
Leipfic, 76. On the comparative mufical merit of the 
Germans and Italians, 340; 

Rei chard, 326. 

Richert, 328. 

Richter, 102, 329. 

Reidt, M. flute player at Berlin, 202> 26^. li'is fond- ^ 

hds for calculations^ 224.. 
Riepel, M. mufician at Ratifbon, 321. 
Ringk, M. organifl of St. Mary's, Berlin, 207* 
Rode, four monumental paintings by him, at Berlin, 105, 
Rdlle, 327, 

Rofalba, her portraits in the picture gallery at Drefden, 41. 
Rofalie, what, 329. 
Rotterdam, 315. 
Ruck, M. 204 

. S. 

SALTSBUkG, 

Sans-Souci, palace, 114, 148, 149. 
Sarti, Signor 302. 

Scarlatti, Alcflandro, his opinion of wind inftruments, 185. 

■= DomenicD, ibid, and 272. 

Schale, M. 224. 

Schmeling, Mademoifclle, firfl finger at Berlin, 58. H^f 

amazing powers, 109, 112, 297. 
Schmidt, 170, 172. 
Schmidt, father, 330. 
Schiiler, M. 205. 
Schwanberger, 322. 
SchwindJ, M. 313. 
Seger, organift at Prague, 13. 
ScneCno, 174. His charadSar as a finger, 175. ^ 

Shudi, 
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Shudiy 14.6* 

Silberraami, 4^ 

Singing at Leipfic, 76. At Bremen, 279; At the Gef-» 

man Jews fynagogue, 299, 30Q 
Snetzler, 103, 147. 
Spandau, 313. 

Stamitz, brought up in the common fchool at Tenchen- 
brod, L2. His great and original genius. 13. 

Stechwech, organift of the Wefter Kerk at Arafter- 
dam, 294. 

Street muficians at Prague, q, 

Strofil, a mufical inflrument/ ^Tf 

Sulzer, M/ 210. " . 

Swell, not to be found in German organs, 103. 
Synagogue, German Jews, at Amfterdam, 299. 

T. • 

Tclemann, a moft Toluniinotis compofer, 243* His firfi 

and fecond manner, 244. • 
Tefi, Vittoria, 177. 

Theatres, fmall one at Drefden, 2q. Great one it ditto^y* 

50. At Leipfic, 25. At Berlin, 5^ 
Thum-KJrchc, at Bremen, 279* 
Tunnerftick, Dr. his experiment, 35. 

V. ' 

Van Hagan, organift at Rotterdam, 315. 

VivaJdi, his concertos ftudied by Fran. Bcrtdai 1 34. By 

Quantz, 166. 
Vox human a, ftop^ 304. 
, tJniverfities^ German, 336.^ 

Wagner, 104. 
tVeidemann, ig2< 
XVeidner, M. 1 36* 
tVcifs, 168, 178, 

Weftphal, an eminent mufic merchant at Hambtirg, 257^; 
Wieland, a German poet, 333. 
Wolf, M. organift at Prague, 
Wolf, M. at Weymer, 328- 

Z. 

Zacbariat 227, 336. 
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